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Odenton Town Plan Advisory Committee 

Western District Police Station 

8273 Telegraph Road, Odenton, MD  

May 31, 2016 

Meeting Notes 

 
 

Members Present:  Gordon Groven, Ed Keohane, Paulette McCree, Antonio Pimentel, Steve 

Randol 

Ex Officio Members:  Claire Louder, Mary Burkholder 

Members Absent:  Courtney Spangler (Chair), Matthew Korbelak, Kim Madore, Bruce 

McPherson 

Visitors:  Bob Wallace, Marie Wallace, Elizabeth Slayton, Sara Shoemaker, Jason Schwier, 

Thomas Sand, Terri Johnston, Jonathan Williams, Harry Sinclair, Ben Wallingford 

County Staff:  Lynn Miller, Mark Wildonger, Mike Fox 

 

Administrative Items: 

The meeting was called to order at 6:31 p.m.  Due to Courtney’s absence, Ed assumed acting 

chair responsibilities.  The agenda was approved as circulated.  There was one correction on the 

April minutes.  On page 4, under “Amendments” change “…in a map.  Councilman Pruski stated 

this in a letter to the County Executive and DOT” to read “…in a map and in a letter from 

MDOT and Anne Arundel Economic Development Corporation (AAEDC) to the County 

Executive.”  With that change, the minutes are approved as amended. 

Lynn announced the bi-annual DPW OTC Capital Projects meeting has been rescheduled for 

June 30
th

 at 9:00am in the Marley Conference Room located at 2662 Riva Road, Annapolis.  

Committee members are welcome to attend. 

Developer Presentation:  Kiddie Academy (Marie Wallace) 

1114 Town Center Boulevard 

The applicant is proposing a raceway mounted sign, which is currently up, within The Village at 

Odenton Station.  Marie explained raceways are preferred because it spares the building damage 

from drilling holes into building for individual letters.  There are also benefits for the electrical 

connection.  The applicant is asking for three modifications to the sign requirements in the 

Odenton Town Center Master Plan.  The proposed letter height of 20 inches exceeds the 8 inch 

requirement.  The proposed sign area also exceeds the requirement.  The increased font and sign 

area are requested due to the scale of the sign on the façade and the distance of the façade to the 

street.  The applicant also requires a modification to mount the sign on a raceway rather than 

flush with the building. 

 

Lynn explained the new OTC Master Plan becomes effective June 5th and given the changes in 

the new plan from the 2009 version, the sign may not need any modifications.  Mark will get 

back to Marie regarding the permitting process.  Ed asked how the sign would be illuminated.  
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Bob explained the sign is LED illuminated channel letters.  Steve asked when the sign would be 

illuminated.  Bob replied the sign would illuminate at dusk and turn off at midnight. 

 

Public Questions/Comments: 

A member from the public asked how bright the sign would be compared with other signs in the 

neighborhood.  Bob explained the type of light used in the sign is LED, which puts off a low 

light meaning it would not be stronger than other signs in the community. 

 

Recommendation:  Motion was made by Steve, and seconded by Gordon.   The Committee voted 

unanimously to support the sign.  Ed will formalize this in an email to Lynn. 

 

Lynn discussed a new project the County is working on with the University of Maryland.  The 

Partnership for Action Learning in Sustainability is an initiative of the University’s that develops 

courses in collaboration with local jurisdictions.  The faculty lead the courses and the local 

jurisdictions provide ideas as well as provide any relevant information for the University.  The 

University is interested in teaming up with the County and the City of Annapolis to develop a 

course that would study the feasibility of the public common concept at the Odenton Library site 

and possibly one other location to be determined.  The course provides an opportunity for 

students to apply their skills to a real life situation.  The University has previously partnered with 

Frederick County and Howard County.  The program with the County is anticipated to begin in 

Fall 2016 semester.  While not confirmed, the idea for the course would be for students to 

develop a couple park design concepts with feedback from the County and the community.  If 

there is consensus around the final design, the County would try to move forward and seek 

funding. 

 

Ed asked if there would be an opportunity for the Committee and community to see the different 

designs.  Lynn was not sure if the curriculum would include an element for the students to 

conduct a public outreach event, but if not then staff could likely organize something.  Mary 

asked if this would be a graduate level course.  Lynn was not sure since it has not yet been 

confirmed.  Antonio asked about the other potential sites.  Lynn said the County is still looking 

to see what properties might be available.  The County does not want the students to do a park 

design for properties that are already under contract with a developer.  In regards to the library 

site, the advantage is the County owns the site.  The Library Dept. is also excited because it 

would increase their visibility.  Claire noted there are a lot of scrub trees which block the library 

from being more visible from MD 175.  She thinks clearing out at least the scrub would be 

beneficial, and the County should work with SHA to see what can be done.  Lynn said there is a 

forest conservation easement on a large portion of the library site.  Steve asked what the 

curriculum was like with Howard County and Frederick County.  Lynn will send links 

[http://smartgrowth.umd.edu/pals.html]. 

 

Councilman Pruski Address on OTC: 

Councilman Pruski thanked everyone on behalf of the Council.  He appreciates everything the 

Committee is doing.  He wanted to visit to identify three issues and open it up if anyone had any 

comments or questions.  The first issue he raised was the testimony during the Council hearings 

about the public common concept, and specifically exploring the opportunity to conduct an 
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independent study for public amenities the OTC.  He explained that nothing in the County will 

be funded unless there is a study backing it up.  The second issue was working with the Odenton 

Historical Society to support a historical study.  Lastly, he said there are some people that have 

been included in the OTC that are having tax issues.  Councilman Pruski stated that he addressed 

tax discrepancies, where residential is taxed as residential, when the stormwater issue came up.  

The issue now is how a property should be taxed if it is located in a mixed use zone.  Claire 

noted SDAT presented to the Committee within the past year and they said properties are 

assessed at their highest and best use.  Councilman Pruski concluded the issue stems back to 

2003 when the properties were rezoned and corrections have not been made since then. 

 

Lynn thanked Councilman Pruski and the Council on behalf of OPZ.  Now that the Master Plan 

is adopted, OPZ will send SDAT a list of properties so they have updated property information.  

OPZ will work with them to make sure they know how it works.  In regards to the public 

common concept, Lynn briefly summarized the University of Maryland PALS program. 

 

Councilman Pruski said residents are starting to receive a commercial tax questionnaire from 

SDAT.  This questionnaire is confusing residents since their property was rezoned six years ago 

and they are just now receiving a questionnaire.  He would like to get to the bottom of it and 

make sure properties are taxed appropriately. 

 

Public Questions/Comments: 

A member from the public asked how to determine if they are being taxed correctly.  Lynn 

recommended they call SDAT’s office. Individuals have the opportunity to appeal their 

assessment.  Claire added that any issues Block 10 residents had should be resolved because that 

area is now primarily zoned residential. 

 

Councilman Pruski said the PALS program could possibly satisfy the County’s obligation for a 

study and could help move the project forward with the possibility of funding since the 

Administration is thinking about funding beyond concept and then design and construction.  

Lynn noted that the Department of Recreation and Parks and the Library will be involved.  Staff 

from each department will make sure the course and report provides a solid first step in the 

process.    He added that he wants to make sure the park includes amenities the community is 

currently lacking.  The goal is to find a consensus. 

 

General Public Comment: 

Jason suggested the figure on page 56 of the adopted Master Plan may need clarification as to 

what is public/private/semi-private.  He along with other residents from Town Center Commons 

inquired to use the pool and fitness center at Broadstone and Novus, but they were told the 

facilities are for apartment residents only, despite the fact the figure in the Master Plan identifies 

those amenities as being public.  The Committee agreed they thought the agreements allowed 

non-residents to use the fitness center, though a membership fee might be imposed.  The 

Committee was unsure whether the pool was available to the public.  Lynn suggested they ask 

the leasing agent if they can purchase a membership.  The Committee expressed an interest to 

follow up with the apartment complexes if they still get turned away.  The residents were also 

interested in a comprehensive list of what amenities available to the public.  Lynn noted the 
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purpose to identify private amenities in the Master Plan was to show the amenity still serves a 

purpose for those residents.  The residents also questioned whether the nature trails and 

playgrounds at the apartments are open to the public.  Their concern is there are not many 

facilities open for kids within walking distance.  OPZ will confirm what is available to the public 

and whether there is a cost for non-residents. 

 

A member of the public asked if there was an update on Town Center Boulevard.  Lynn said 

construction is to be completed in 2017.  Independence Park office buildings, though approved, 

will be phased later due to low demand for office space.  Claire said the developer is looking to 

do the residential component first, then maybe proceed with the office space.  The developer also 

owns office space near the Weis, which is also vacant, so they are hesitant to build additional 

space. 

 

The issue of traffic along Town Center Boulevard was raised.  Town Center Common residents 

felt that once the extension is built, traffic conditions would worsen without any traffic calming 

measures being implemented.  Claire suggested they request DPW conduct a study.  After a 

study is conducted, DPW will make recommendations.  Steve noted some traffic calming 

measures are difficult to implement due to fire and safety vehicle requirements.  Ed also 

suggested they talk to the police about enforcement.  Claire offered Michelle Corkadel as a point 

of contact with the County – her number is 410-222-1241. 

 

Harry Sinclair asked about the status of MD 175 between Mapes Rd. and Reece Rd.  Claire said 

the State just funded the extension.  Reece Rd. to Disney Rd. has already been funded and design 

is complete. Construction is planned to begin in 2016.  Mapes Rd. to MD 32 is not considered a 

priority.  MD 175 between MD 32 and MD 170 should not be expanded because that section is 

the heart of the OTC and is anticipated to have the most pedestrian activity. 

 

A question was asked whether there are plans to better coordinate the lights at MD 175 and 

Town Center Boulevard since turns onto MD 175 seem to be problematic.  Lynn suggested they 

contact DPW.  Lynn noted the County is conducting a design study of the grid streets (Hale St., 

Duckens St., Nevada Ave., and Dare St.) to look at level of service and whether improvements 

can be made to the right of way, lane configuration, and signalization.  She suggested the public 

keep an eye on future OTC meeting agendas since the consultant will be presenting the study 

results sometime during the summer.  The public felt that as more people are moving in and 

walking around, there is potential for more pedestrian/vehicle conflict.  Ed asked if there was a 

pedestrian study.  Page 76 of the Master Plan shows proposed pedestrian facilities and includes 

recommendations from the Pedestrian and Bicycle Master Plan.  Steve mentioned how a robust 

bus system can help alleviate traffic in the area. 

 

Harry asked about the status of the Sappington Station Rd. roundabout.  He said the State 

conducted a study and condemned property in order to do a two lane roundabout.  However; it is 

currently a one lane roundabout which causes backups along MD 175.  The Committee 

suggested he speak with SHA, his councilman, and Senator Rosapepe. 
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Johnathan asked if the Committee was thinking about projects to work on proactively.  Claire 

said the Master Plan states the Committee is to be an advocate for the goals and objectives of the 

Master Plan and OTC.  Ed said it would be good to spearhead joint efforts with stakeholders and 

the community.  The Committee can make recommendations to the County and inform the 

community how to generate support for needs in the community.  Jonathan added the Committee 

can also lobby for funding.  Claire said the Chamber can support the Committee in their 

advocacy to the County for capital projects.  Jonathan shared a list of potential capital with the 

Committee a few months ago.  Claire added that sidewalks are now eligible for impact fees.  

Lynn stated OPZ produces an annual report prior to the budget process to help identify potential 

capital projects. 

 

The public asked if the signs on the vacant property at the southeast intersection of MD 175 and 

Town Center Boulevard would be removed now that a new sign with all the tenants has been 

erected at the Bank of Glen Burnie.  OPZ will look into the issue.  Antonio said he’s seeing a 

trend of “pirate” signage – where individuals are posting signs to the back of County signs.  He 

thought this ought to be enforced as well. 

 

Ruth’s Chris Steak House is planning to open in September. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:53.  The next meeting is scheduled for June 28, 2016. 
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