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Meeting Minutes  

 
Members in Attendance:   

Bishop Carroll, Chair, Andrea Chamblee, Co-Chair, Maria Hiaason, Co-Chair, Sharon 

Blugis, Christina Cornwall (for Kevin Aftung), Katie Goodwin (for Tim Altomare), Elizabeth 

Banach, Sandy Bartlett, Victoria Bayless, Pam Beidle, Mackenzie Boughey, Melissa Ellis, 

Jen Gilbert (for Jim Fredericks), Stacy Korbelak, Iris Krasnow, Anne Colt Leitess, Adrienne 

Mickler, Tim Mikules (for Trisha Wolford), Chris Moore, Billie Penley, Allison Pickard, 

Jennifer Purcell, Elizabeth Ruddy, Kevin Simmons, Jennifer Sowers, Dawn Stoltzfus, 

Hamilton Tyler (for Greg Swain), Steven Thomas, Sara Gannon (for Nathan Volke), Sue 

Ward 

Members Absent: James Spearman, Jacqueline Allsup, Bob Bates, Jamie Benoit, Alba 

Reyes, Pete Smith 

Guest Speakers:  County Executive Pittman 

Visitors:  11  members of the press and public signed the attendance sheet.   

Call to Order 

Bishop Charles Carroll (BC), Task Force Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.  A 

quorum was present. 

Opening Remarks by County Executive Steuart Pittman 

The County Executive stated that he has been looking forward to this first meeting and 

recognized the amount of work that needs to be done.  He values the importance of 

having law enforcement at the table.  Mental health is not the only approach to gun 

violence; many people are starting to view gun violence as a public health issue.  Gun 

violence is a public safety issue as well, and he charged task force members with 

 



 

 

considering any ideas they wish, thinking about what would actually reduce gun 

violence, and worrying about the politics later.  He requested actionable 

recommendations and believes the right people are part of this process.  He wrapped up 

by thanking everyone for attending. 

Overview of Open Meetings Act / Ground Rules 

Bishop Carroll discussed the importance of ground rules and asked everyone to respect 

each other. The task force agreed.  He stated the need to look really hard at the numbers 

and at what is happening in the county.  The goal is to find solutions.   

Jennifer Purcell reviewed the purpose of the Open Meetings Act and regulations 

regarding public attendance.  “Except in instances when the public body expressly 

invites public testimony, questions, comments or other forms of public participation, no 

member of the public attending an open session may participate in the session.”  The 

first meeting was observation only.  Public input is important and may be requested at 

future meetings. In the interim, all public feedback can be provided to her directly at 

expurc99@aacounty.org.  Business cards were distributed.  

Overview of Executive Order Number 9 

The Executive Order was read by the County Executive. 

Introductions  

Bishop Carroll asked everyone to introduce themselves and state what they want to get 

out of this process.  Each member spoke briefly and and highlighted their specific 

relationship to gun violence or area of expertise. 

New Business: Establishing Subcommittees 

The group brainstormed topics for sub-groups and engaged in related discussion.   

J. Purcell noted topics on a white board.   

Ideas/comments included: 

● Youth 

● Schools  

● Unintended access to a gun 

● Need for a PIO to disseminate things we learn – public campaign??? 

● Mental health and welfare  



 

 

● Social determinants  

● Behavioral health – substance use impact on violence 

● Someone always knew about violent behavior … how to recognize and take action 

● Examine current laws – what’s working and what’s not 

● Types of guns used, where obtained – county statistics 

● Victim Services 

● Domestic violence 

● Gun dealers – how are they getting illegal guns 

Discussion 

Major Goodwin explained how extreme risk order to remove firearms works. 

A member asked how much time passes to which she responded that from 

complaint/request to removal … it’s pretty quick.  It’s an immediate response due to 

“imminent danger.”  38 complaints so far this year. 

Anne Colt Leitess noted there are still holes … the burden is on the petitioner to show the 

respondent has weapons … you must prove you know they have weapons and imminent 

danger. A good first start … but limited in scope.  Any gun is included … even a 2nd home 

in the county.  Judge has no authority to remove guns with a peace order. 

Allison Pickard described the toxic public discourse around this topic.  Concern about 

social media ….  How do we talk about this .   How do we message … to breakdown walls. 

Issue is complex and tentacles in all areas of society. Dialogue has to change. 

The group discussed educating the public using statistics and the need to change the 

tone of discussion. Creating a unified statement of what we are doing was 

recommended.   

One member noted that 90% agrees with us and it isn’t worth the time to engage the 

other 10% and suggested the Dawn Stoltzfus write a statement/policy.  Dawn agreed that 

how we talk is important and to include responsible gun owners.  There was a reference 

to the recent AACo polling on gun safety.  

Bishop Carroll reminded the group that the task force is not dealing with the 2nd 

Amendment, then asked for closing thoughts before finalizing subgroups. 

Questions and discussion included: 



 

 

- What causes an individual to detach from society? 

- General discussion on mental health, social determinants and treatment. 

- A suggestion that messaging can be separate group or part of all groups 

- Workplace violence 

- Conflict resolution  

J. Purcell identified a final sub-group list based on Sandy Bartlett’s recommendations.  An 

“Other” category was created to list those topics that did not fit neatly within a sub-group 

and how to address them will be considered at the next meeting.  The group agreed that 

topics and sub-groups can be added as they are identified during the research process. 

The group approved the following sub-groups and members of the task force volunteer 

to chair each as noted in parentheses below: 

● Behavioral Health (Adrienne Mickler)  

● Youth / Schools  (Melissa Ellis) 

● Public Education / Messaging  (Dawn Stoltzfus) 

● Data / County Statistics  (Bishop Carroll) 

● Laws / Legal (Elizabeth Banach) 

● Victim Services / Community Impact & Response (Jennifer Purcell) 

All task force members were asked to list their top three subcommittee preferences on 

the back of their name tent.  These were collected by the staff. 

Next Steps / Wrap Up 

J. Purcell stated that the CE staff is here to help.  A Google Drive will be created to share 

all information.   

Subcommittees will be identified next week and emailed to the task force along with 

expectations for the second meeting. Subcommittees shall schedule their own meetings, 

and will be asked to make brief reports at upcoming task force meetings. Details will 

follow. 

Bishop Carroll reminded the group to review the GVPTF Objectives document 

(distributed during meeting) and to refer to them often and make sure each group stays 

on task. 



 

 

J. Purcell asked subcommittees to focus on data collection and identifying relevant 

questions the first month.  At the next meeting, the group will compile resources and 

discuss challenges.  Restructuring can occur based on challenges. 

Dawn Stoltzfus agreed to draft a mission statement by the second meeting using context 

from the Executive Order.   

Adjournment 

Bishop Carroll made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 p.m. All voted in favor.  

The next meeting is June 20, 2019 at AACC.  
Anne Arundel County Community College 

101 College Parkway  
John A Cade Center for Fine Arts - Rm 219 
Arnold, MD   21012 

 

SUBMITTED BY: Sharon Blugis  

 


