
 

 
 
FROM THE DIRECTOR:   

In this holiday edition of the 
Bulletin, I would like to wish 

everyone a very safe and happy 

holiday season. As you might 

guess, this is also a good time 
to discuss some of the gift 

aspects of our Public Ethics 

Law, and in this edition you 

will find several informative bits 

of information about giving and 

receiving gifts under the law. 
 

Before we get to that, I want to 

mention my recent trip to 

Toronto, Canada where I 

attended a national conference 
sponsored by the Council on 

Government Ethics Laws 

(COGEL). At the conference, I 

was able to talk and listen to 

experts in the fields of ethics 

law, training, investigation, 
financial disclosure, campaign 

finance reform and lobbying.  

Presenters included, Omar 

Ashmawy, Chief Counsel, U.S. 

House of Representatives’ 
Office of Congressional Ethics; 

Mary Dawson, Conflict of 

Interest and Ethics 

Commissioner of Canada; 

Kevin Deeley, Associate General 

Counsel, U.S. Federal Election 
Commission; Sukhi Brar,  

 
Senior Counsel, California Fair 

Political Practices Commission, 

and many other executive 

directors, attorneys, 

government representatives 

and policy makers from North 
America and beyond. In the 

coming months, I hope to 

implement some of the best 

practices learned to make our 

Ethics Commission the best it 

can be for the citizens of Anne 
Arundel County.  

 

Thank you for taking the time 
to read this edition of the Ethics 
Bulletin and for maintaining the 

integrity and trust of County 
government as you conduct the 

County’s business.                   
      Michael S. Botsaris 
 

 
WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST 
MEMBER:  

 

 
 

Thomas J. Mulrenin (“TJ”) is an 

attorney and named member of 

the law firm Yumkas, Vigmar, 

Sweeney & Mulrenin, LLC, with 

more than thirty-seven years of 

legal experience in the fields of 

real estate development, 

leasing, finance and general 

business counsel.  His office is   

 

located in Annapolis, Maryland.  

TJ earned his Bachelor’s 

Degree with Honors from the 

University of Maryland and is a 

1980 graduate from the 

University of Maryland School 

of Law.  TJ is also a past 

recipient of the Maryland State 

Bar Association Pro Bono 

Service Award. 

When not working, TJ enjoys 

hiking, travelling, hunting, 

boating and fishing on the bay 

with his family and 

grandkids.  He also participates 

in a medical mission trip to 

Guatemala each year where he 

translates and leads a team 

that constructs stoves and 

water purifiers in homes in the 

countryside.  

Mr. Mulrenin was born in New 

York and raised in Maryland.  

He resides in Annapolis with 

Judy, his wife of 40 years and 

has three grown children and 

three grandchildren.  He is a 

registered Democrat. 
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ETHICS LAW HIGHLIGHT: 

Under the Public Ethics Law, a 

“Gift” is defined as the transfer 
of anything of economic value, 

regardless of form, without 

adequate and lawful 

consideration, see § 7-1-

101(11).   

HOLIDAY GIFT ACCEPTANCE

 

     The holiday season is upon 
us along with the important 

and relevant question of when 

it is O.K. for County employees 

to accept gifts from others.     

     While the gift law can be 

complicated, generally gifts in 
excess of $20 may not be 

accepted from “controlled 

donors” i.e. vendors, 

contractors, developers, 

lobbyists and others that do 
business with the County.  It is 

important to note that most 

gifts of food items will exceed 

the $20 limit, and while it may 

be impractical to return such a 

perishable gift, the Ethics 
Commission recommends that 

you: 

    (1)  Make the gift available to 

everybody, including the 

public, by putting the food, 
along with the card identifying 

the donor, in the reception area 

of the office of the recipient.  

The food may also be donated 

to a food bank or other shelter.  

    (2)  Notify the donor that our 
Public Ethics Law prohibits 

employees from accepting gifts 

in excess of $20 and that the 

donor should kindly refrain 

from repeating the gesture. 

     As with any ethics issue, if 
you are unsure what to do, or 

confused by the law, give us a 

call and we will be happy to 

help you make the right 

decision. 

 

 
 

ETHICS IN THE NEWS: 

Local - Baltimore Sun:   

The Maryland General 

Assembly has unanimously 

passed the first major update 
to ethics rules in a decade. The 

new law will require additional 

conflict-of-interest disclosures 

by lawmakers and put new 

limits on how they can 
advocate for businesses. It will 

also create a new citizen 

advisory board to recommend 

ways to further tighten ethics 
laws for lawmakers.   Click 

here to read more.   
 

National - Washington Post: 

The recently appointed federal 

ethics chief has called 

on Cabinet secretaries and 
other government leaders to 

double down on their 

commitment to ethical conduct, 

to ensure their actions are 

“motivated by the public good 

and not by personal interests.” 
Click here to read more. 

 

SUMMARY OF RECENTLY 

PUBLISHED ADVISORY 

OPINIONS: 
 

AO-17-14:  It would be a 

conflict of interest prohibited 

by §7-5-101 of the ethics law  

for a child of an employee to 

accept a paid internship 

position with a current vendor 

of the employee’s department 

where the employee has weekly 

contact with the vendor and 

was on the evaluation 

committee that retained the 

vendor. Full opinion. 

AO-17-24:  A Councilman may 

not accept an invitation and 

gift of a free dinner hosted by 

CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield 

of Maryland (CareFirst) because 

they are a vendor to the 

County. §7-5- 106(b).  Full 

opinion. 

AO-17-25:  It is a conflict of 

interest prohibited by §7-5-101 

of the ethics law for the director 

of a department to serve on a 

board of directors for a non-

profit organization that receives 

grant money from the director’s 

department. Full opinion. 

All advisory opinions may be 

read in full on our website. 

 

 

 
The Ethics Commission 

members and staff would 
like to wish everyone a 

joyful and peaceful 
holiday season and a 

happy New Year! 
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