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Early Childhood Coalition  Meeting- 9/25/17 
Notes 

 
Members present: Becky Hass, Pam Brown, Jeff Franklin, Lisa Rice, Lisa Kovacs 
Debbie Woods, Lisa Helms, Tanya Clemens, Tymeerah Grandy, Kathy Lane, Amalie 
Brandenburg, Debbie Langer 
 
Announcements 
 

The Partnership has hired an Administrative Coordinator.  She will do the minutes for the 
ECC and the website.   
Every County Commission and Board has to have identical bylaws, so the ECC must amend 
ours and submit to county legal.   
 
Overall message from the County Executive – re early childhood 
 
Becky talked about using the ‘1000 books before Kindergarten’ message.   Key messages 
are: “read 20 minutes a day” “read Anne Arundel. : It could be attached to information on 
county webpage, hashtag creation, logo.  Library PR team said it would be simple to work in 
support of ECC & County for the logo, press release.  Month of the Young Child (April) 
might be the start of the campaign. County exec can do PSA. There could be a press event 
and proclamation.  There’s also ‘Love your library month’ in February . We could use library 
event or Community College.  CC does family involvement conference.  Could all of this be  
part of Community of Hope and kick off the event?.   
 
Other Suggestions re the message 
  
 Belle Grove Judy Center, maybe a church. 
 Twitter campaign for read with me, got a lot of engagement  
 Casey Family Programs do some giveaways & food if we do a kick off 
 Costumes for story characters 
 Book giveaway 
 Anne Arundel Reads- high infant mortality rate 
 
Make whatever we do big and robust. Decide on a date: request a date from the County 
Executive in April. Best days are Tuesday, Wednesdays 9:45-11:15 a.m. from the Judy 
Center – maybe second week in April. 
 
 Update on the LICC 
 
ICC Ed Feinburg resigned, school system hired Wes Campbell.  There’s a state interagency 
coordinating council with a diverse agenda and many overlaps with the ECC. The LICC has 
been doing strategic planning, and wanted to have a joint meeting.  The ECC members 
agreed to a joint meeting instead of the usual ECC meeting; December 7th @ 9 a.m. at 
Coordinating Center in Millersville.   We will also have a standing agenda update on the 
LICC. 
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Updates on Kinship Care 
 
 Kinship care- hearing from people that kinship is growing, informally.  Increasing 

problems for health departments and hospitals where you might need legal authority to 
serve a child.  The heroin crisis is increasing those numbers.  All other agencies present 
agreed.  

 The CHAMPS program has had calls from grandparents for kids having behavioral issues 
 The Partnership has a grant from DSS to offer Kinship support groups  
 Kathy said there are different ways to provide to families whether it’s through surrogates 

and the volume is significant and growing.  Homelessness is more of the challenge.  
Family homelessness is still growing.  

 Homeless resource day on October 28, 9:00 a.m. at Glen Burnie. ECC members need to 
understand what are the needs from homeless around early childhood. We will invite 
Justin Beiler to one of our meetings.   We should also have Tracey Cherry come in to talk 
about what is happening with kinship families 

 
Baby Pantries 
 

Agencies are suffering the loss of FoodLink. Diapers are huge issues for families.  Kathy 
operated a baby pantry and linked together other baby pantries to take part in DC diaper 
bank. The local churches have agreed to continue the baby pantry.   
 
Walk the walk foundation took over all of those baby pantries, based out of the Millersville 
area.  It is a Christian based foundation with a huge diaper drives.  We need to get the word 
out.   There’s a compelling link between lack of diapers and mental health issues.   
 
New by-laws – vision and mission  
 
We have been asked to standardize our by-laws and what looks like.  May have to revisit the 
ECC mission statement and vision statement.  

 
 
 
 


