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Criminal Justice Coordinating Council 
Meeting Minutes 

April 6, 2018 
Arundel Center, Room 161 

 
Member Attendees: 
Scott Baker – Chief, Annapolis Police Department  
William Davis – District Public Defender 
Laura Edmonds – Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court 
Jennifer Gilbert-Duran – Captain, Anne Arundel County Sheriff’s Office 
Mark Hartzell - Chief Administrative Officer 
John McKenna, Jr. – Judge, District Court of Maryland for Anne Arundel County  
Adrienne Mickler - Executive Director, Anne Arundel County Mental Health Agency 
Doug Mohler - Regional Director, Department of Juvenile Services 
Ross Passman – Major, Anne Arundel County Police Department 
Frances Phillips – Acting Health Officer 
Shelly Powell - Office of School Security 
Ronald Silkworth - Judge, Circuit Court for Anne Arundel County 
Ginina Stevenson - Anne Arundel Bar Association representative 
TyJuan Thompson – Youth Coordinator, Partnership for Children Youth and Families 
Hamilton Tyler - Deputy County Attorney, Chairman 
Janet Ward- Coordinator, District Court Drug Court 
 
Non-Member Attendees: 
Kaley Schultze - Legislative Assistant, Office of the County Executive 
 
1. The meeting was called to order at 8:00 a.m. 
 
2. Minutes from the February 2, 2018 meeting were approved. 
 
3. Unfinished Business  
 

A. Byrne Grant 
 
Mr. Tyler reported that the FY17 Byrne Grant funds have not been released yet. The 

FY17 Byrne Grant funds have not been released nationally for any of the recipients.  The 
specific cause of the delay is not definitively known. When the grant is released, the Deputy 
Director of Finance in the Health Department, Mary Lynn Bobbitt, will take over the 
administrative responsibilities for the Byrne Grant. Ms. Bobbitt’s contact info is 410-222-7209 
and email: hdbobb00@aacounty.org  
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4. New Business 
 

A. Summit Report - Adrienne Mickler 
 
Adrienne Mickler gave a summary of the Summit Report Course Correction by the 

Behavioral Health Administration which brings attention to the individuals who suffer from 
mental health issues who are incarcerated. The report doesn’t touch on substance abuse, but 
focuses on mental health. Ms. Mickler believes that the Anne Arundel County team does a good 
job with mental health, but there is always room for improvement. Anne Arundel County is one 
of five Maryland jurisdictions that are part of the Stepping Up initiative, a national initiative to 
reduce the number of people with mental illnesses in jails.  The County has participated in 
Stepping Up for three years. All of the County’s school resource (police) officers, crisis response 
team members and police officers are trained in mental health first aid.  
 
 As the mental health team goes through the process for a patient, they do very well at 
assessing, but an area that could be improved is when someone who has mental health issues 
leaves the Detention Center.  These individuals may not receive the follow-up treatment that they 
need. The County operates a good jail diversion project during pretrial detention and Safe 
Stations plays a big role with helping this issue as well. They share data through Data Link with 
the Detention Center and are looking at the Open Lattice data platform. This platform provides 
first responders (police, crisis response) who encounter individuals who repeatedly call 911 for a 
variety of reasons with pertinent information about the individual such as behavioral health 
issues and successful interventions in the past.  Also, the mental health team can be notified and 
intervene if needed.  This system has been proven to reduce the response times from several 
hours to several minutes and has also proven to dramatically reduce the use of force. 
 
 A General Assembly bill (SB233/HB111) passed this session (to take effect October 1, 
2018) mandates a 10 business day limit to transition individuals from jails into mental health 
facilities. The concern is that the care coordination and support needs to be in place and the 
resources to handle this mandate may not be available yet. 
 
 Judge Silkworth suggested that the mental health teams meet with the judges to inform 
the judges what the mental health team does and what programs they offer so as the judges 
encounter defendants in need of services, they know what options they have. 
 
 Ms. Mickler also mentioned that she plans to send out a press release about Stepping Up 
and the County’s efforts along with the acknowledgement of former Mental Health Director 
Frank Sullivan’s recognition in receiving a National Award for Advocacy. National Stepping Up 
Day is May 16, 2018. 
 

B. DEA action in Baltimore County - Fran Phillips 
 

Before Ms. Phillips discussed the DEA action in Baltimore County, she wanted to give a 
shout out to the Sheriff’s Office and the City and County Police for their tobacco enforcement 
work with kids. They have been doing compliance checks and of the 224 completed so far, only 
10% have failed, which is better than the 20% failure rate of last year. Of those that failed, they 
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then get a second chance from the Sheriff’s office to comply. The law permits the Controller’s 
Office to suspend the tobacco license of retainers who fail to comply with age limitations. 
 
 
  Ms. Phillips discussed the DEA action that was taken in Baltimore County in which the 
DEA raided a facility in Towson unannounced in February 2018 and confiscated all of their 
medical records. They didn’t take the prescribers’ licenses but the company, Rosen-Hoffberg 
Rehabilitation and Pain Management Associates, had 22 providers that were able to write scripts 
who voluntarily relinquished their ability to write prescriptions.  From Sept. 1, 2017 until Feb. 1, 
2018, there were 44,800 prescriptions written for opioids by the entity. 400 of the facility’s 
patients live in Anne Arundel County. They have proof that patients would come in every two 
weeks and be written 30-day refills for high doses of opioids. 
 
 Ms. Phillips said that this is the beginning of a big push to do more of these raids, 
presumably from the U.S. Attorney General, and they do not inform local law enforcement or 
health departments ahead of time.  One of the Rosen-Hoffberg prescribers also has an office in 
Edgewater. 
 
 One issue that has arisen with the shuttering of this high-volume pain management 
practice is what is happening with the patients. There are cancer patients who are in pain, chronic 
pain patients, and those who simply fill prescriptions and then sell the pills. If those that truly 
need the pain medicine don’t get their drugs, they will go to the streets to get it. This is a big 
public health concern and leads to other consequences.  
 
5. Roundtable Discussion – Departmental Updates 
 
 A. Office of Law – Hamilton Tyler 
 

Mr. Tyler provided an update on the County’s opioid lawsuit. The lawsuit was filed in the 
Circuit Court for Anne Arundel County, but was removed to federal court by the opioid 
manufacturers and distributors. There have been settlement discussions as part of the multi-
district litigation in federal court which consolidated the federal cases in the federal District 
Court in Cleveland. The manufacturers and distributors are digging their heels in. They have 
agreed to stop marketing opioids to physicians, but won’t discuss the financial aspect of the 
lawsuits. The lawsuits are not moving fast, but the many jurisdictions that have filed suit in both 
state and federal courts around the country are hoping to put a lot of pressure on the opioid 
manufacturers and distributors to force them to discuss settlement. 

 
B. Anne Arundel County Police Department – Major Ross Passman 
 
Major Passman expressed concern over state legislation to increase the possession limit 

for marijuana to 28 grams (approximately three handfuls). He indicated that 10 grams is a more 
reasonable personal use limit, but even 10 grams still may be distributed as kids and others are 
dealing in small amounts. An increase to 28 grams just escalates this issue. 
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  Major Passman reported that due to flaws in the medical marijuana legislation that people 
don’t need a medical marijuana card to be a medical marijuana patient and don’t need to show 
proof when they go into dispensaries. Legislation to fix the flaws failed, but the commission 
indicated that it was going to close the loopholes at some point.  But it seems like a lot of 
undermining is going on as the civil portion of the medical marijuana isn’t working well at all. 
 
 Ms. Ward indicated that medical marijuana has resulted in many complicated issues for 
the drug courts. How is medical marijuana regulated if the patient is only required to see their 
physician once a year? Additionally, there is alcohol that is in the cannabis oil that some patients 
utilize, so drug court participants who utilize medical marijuana test positive for alcohol as well. 
  
 Ms. Phillips does not believe there are enough safeguards for medical marijuana in place. 
There should be information about the risks of driving and diversion to children. Major Passman 
indicated that a patient is required to fill out a form at a dispensary once but that’s it. What 
happens if there is a car accident and the person at fault tests positive for marijuana but then 
produces a medical marijuana card? 
 
 Ms. Ward also worries about the lack of education on JUUL (JUUL devices heat up a 
cartridge containing oils to create vapor, which quickly dissolves into the air. The device is 
small enough to fit in a closed fist and has a sleek, tech-inspired design that resembles a USB 
flash drive.) JUULs appear to target children with fruity flavors.  Ms. Phillips indicated that the 
tobacco settlement prohibitions against advertising to underage individuals do not apply to 
JUULs. The JUUL utilizes nicotine, not tobacco, but it is very addicting. 

 
 C. District Court – Judge John McKenna, Jr. 
 

Judge McKenna shared his struggles with the new bail system of pretrial release. There 
are many defendants being placed in jails with no bond. There is a summit meeting on May 14, 
2018 with all of the major stakeholders to discuss this problem. Judge Silkworth and Public 
Defender Bill Davis share the same concerns. It’s an all or nothing policy.  

 
The Detention Center has been impacted and house arrest resources have been maxed 

out.  The alternative to house arrest is to release the person and hope they show up at their court 
date or hold them in jail which isn’t fair either for those with minor offenses.  It is particularly 
concerning that some defendants are being incarcerated in pretrial status for a period of time that 
exceeds the maximum incarceration time for the offense for which they are charged. Judge 
Silkworth noted that Pretrial Services has been very diligent about notifying him when someone 
whom it monitors is out of compliance. 

 
D. Circuit Court – Judge Ronald Silkworth 

Judge Silkworth reported that on April 11, 2018 the circuit court will hold a mini course 
for health care providers (with lunch) on court structure so that everyone knows what the courts 
do and what their needs are. Anyone is welcome to attend. Please send him an email so they 
know you are coming. 
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E. Office of the Public Defender – William Davis 

Bill Davis has had preliminary contact with the City of Annapolis Housing Authority to 
work on getting help for those in public housing to file expungements. It is hoped that an 
expungement clinic will be held that is staffed by attorneys who may assist individuals with 
filing requests for expungement. He will keep us updated on this project. 

 
F. Anne Arundel Bar Association – Ginina Stevenson 

 
Ms. Stevenson announced that the Bar Association is celebrating Law Day on May 1, 

2018 by having members give presentations at schools about separation of powers. 
 
G. District Court Drug Court – Janet Ward 
 
Ms. Ward announced that May is National Drug Court Month and on May 10, 2018, the 

District Court Drug Court will celebrate its 21st anniversary and will hold a graduation at 1:30 
p.m. She also shared that fentanyl is their biggest concern. The majority of people think they are 
getting heroin when really it’s fentanyl. Ms. Phillips mentioned that although overdoses are 
down 15-20%, deaths are up 36% because the drugs are getting more potent and it takes more 
and more Narcan to revive the users. Some jurisdictions are dispensing fentanyl test strips to 
drug users in an effort to reduce overdoses. Chief Baker thinks the fentanyl test strips are 
counterproductive and almost encouraging for those to use because they want to get the better 
high when they can discern that fentanyl is present in the drugs they purchase. 

 
Baltimore Washington Medical Center is experiencing twice the number of overdose 

patients as Anne Arundel Medical Center, primarily due to the surrounding population.  Many of 
the overdose patients have had multiple overdoses.  There is sometimes a gap between the time 
an overdose patient is released from a hospital emergency room and the beginning of treatment.  
Often the Crisis Response Team will be able to fill the gap, but not always. 

  
 H. Anne Arundel County Mental Health Agency – Adrienne Mickler 

  
Ms. Mickler announced that April 20, 2018 will mark the one-year anniversary of Safe 

Stations. By the end of March 2018, more than 600 Safe Station cases had been assessed. They 
have received a grant for one team to operate for the next two years. 

 
6. The next scheduled meeting is June 1, 2018.  
 
7. The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 a.m. 

 
 
Minutes submitted by Hamilton Tyler and Kaley Schultze 

 


