
Anne Arundel County Commission for Women 
Meeting Minutes 
March 14, 2019 

  
The meeting was held at 2664 Riva Road, Annapolis, Maryland. 
  
Present were: Sara Schomig, Janis Kramer, Berenice Schneider, Althea Whieldon, Mayte 
Bowman, Liz Herrick, Jeannie Haugh, Kari Maltz, Mandy Sleight, Dawn Davis, Adrienne 
Konstantin, Mary Leisenring, Linda Boyd 
  
Members excused: Jennifer Schultz, Julie Floyd                                                                                                         
                                                   
Sara Schomig, Commission Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:06 pm. There were sufficient 
members present for a Quorum.  
  
The following was formally discussed by those present: 
Janis Kramer made a motion to approve February’s meeting minutes and March agenda, both 
were approved by the commission. 
 
Sara Schomig introduced newly elected State’s Attorney Anne Colt Leitess and Assistant 
State’s Attorney Colleen McGuinn who joined the Commission for discussion of prominent 
issues within the county, with special emphasis on at-risk youth. As State’s Attorney, Anne’s 
office decides specifically which cases to bring forward to court, which cases are deemed strong 
enough to proceed, i.e., domestic assault, trafficking, and cases such as the infamous Capitol 
Gazette homicide (all criminal matters) and sets the agenda on such cases. Anne brings a 
wealth of knowledge to AA county as a prosecutor of 30+ years. Colleen is also extremely 
experienced and knowledgeable in areas such as human trafficking, economic crime, 
bitcoin/crypto which often coincides with human trafficking crimes. She’s served in departments 
such as Baltimore county Special Victims Unit (SVU) with 20+ years of expertise, emphasized 
the importance of networking in many facets of trafficking from advocacy to victim services.  
Q&A session with commissioners: Topics/Questions ranged from human trafficking, elder 
abuse, domestic violence as it relates to adjusting statute of limitations and changes to 
legislation to provide more protection to victims, advice to better advocate in schools, advocacy 
for foster kids, unattended children, runaways, and at-risk youth.  
Biggest takeaway from State’s Attorney Leitess:  

• Recommended AACCW advocate for a shelter and/or safe haven for at-risk youth in the 
County. Emphasized that Human Trafficking is simply the tip of the iceberg, but the 
largest issue is vulnerable youth being targeted. If we’re able to advocate, support, 
protect at-risk youth, traffickers/predators will see a huge decline in accessible victims.  

 



• Train the staff in the schools versus assembling to educate students directly. This path 
will be more beneficial and better equip teachers/staff with knowledge needed to identify, 
assess, and protect potential trafficking victims.  

 
• Recommended speaking with Department of Judicial Services (DJS) to assist with 

CASA volunteer restrictions.  
 
Sara thanked Anne and Colleen for their meaningful input. The commissioners plan to 
incorporate input during our annual retreat, adjusting our focus and resources accordingly. Anne 
has also agreed to be a panelist on our upcoming Women’s List screening at Crofton Library on 
May 21st.  
 
Committee Reports 
Membership 
Kari Maltz will be interviewing supporters for official membership, membership committee to 
meet and discuss logistics. Kari plans to make recommendations by June.  
 
Legislative 
Janis Kramer gave detailed report on Human Trafficking Bill status. Please see attachment.   
 
Finance 
No updates to report from Julie Floyd due to her absence. Sara Schomig reiterated that she 
previously discussed a small amount of funding with the county executive transition team and 
will know more after the budget decisions are finalized if resources are available. 
 
Social Media 
Sara Schomig reported for Julie Floyd that our Facebook following continues to grow. Mayte 
Bowman has continued to translate postings in Spanish. She also added a significant event 
“Real Estate and the Human Trafficking Connection” hosted by The Women’s Council of 
Realtors of AA county, President Vera Lawson. Adrienne Konstantin attended the event and 
shared aspects of the emotional testimony given by presenters who were also trafficking 
survivors and shared tips given by a home inspector to report any signs and suspicious activity 
to authorities.  
 
Special Events 
Adrienne Konstantin reported upcoming events via Facebook, encouraging Commissioners 
participation and to “check in via Facebook” which continues to foster social media following 
growth (924 fb likes thus far). Adrienne will also send out an email for Working Group Chairs to 
submit upcoming event details for 2nd Qtr Newsletter which will be published by March 27th.  
 
 
 
 
 



Working Group Reports 
Trafficking in Persons 
Althea Whieldon reported Sara will be conducting live Facebook interview with Dash Director. 
Approximately 26 people are signed up. She encouraged Commissioners to sign up on the 
volunteer worksheet.   
 
Women’s and Girl’s Leadership 
Mandy Sleight announced #WomensLeadershipWednesday social media campaign is going 
strong with several Facebook posts on designated day. Women’s List event is currently 
solidifying panelists. Mary Leisenring announced Charting Careers are looking for additional 
mentors.  
 
Opioid Epidemic 
Sara Schomig announced Chrysalis House “In Full Bloom” Open House & Luncheon will be 
Saturday, April 27th 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. cost $50 per person as they’re raising additional funds 
(same day as Dash Event). Briefly reviewed Narcan training from February and encourages 
each Commissioner to be trained.  
 
Old Business: As stated last month, County Executive Steuart Pittman will be visiting our 
meeting in coming months, possibly April or May.  
 
New Business: Sara shared her experiences while attending Women’s Leadership Forum on 
March 7th, at the Maritime Conference Center in Linthicum Heights, MD. Most inspiring quote 
from Heidi Daniel, CEO of Enoch Pratt Library, “Lead from where you are,” encouraging 
Commissioners regardless of title or official position to continue to lead in every way possible. 
Commissioners commented on possible funding/budget so that other members can attend an 
array of conferences.  
 
Additionally, Sara announced annual elections for Executive Committee and Committee Chair 
roles will be held in May, please advise if you’re interested. Sara has officially been nominated 
as AACCW Chair and plans to stand for reelection.  
 
Kari Maltz announced her attendance at the YWCA and proposed a possible future AACCW 
meeting in conference room area. She also spoke with Darryl Hagner, AA Co Police Officer who 
shared Opioid overdose map information for insight.  
 
There was no further public discussion. 
 
Sara Schomig made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:07 p.m. and it was approved by the 
commission. The next meeting is April 14 at 7 p.m. 
SUBMITTED BY Adrienne Konstantin, Public Events Chair 
 
Attachment(s):  
1.  Trafficking Bills Status 


