
Anne Arundel Commission on Disability Issues 
2664 Riva Road, Suite 170, the Independence Conference Room 

Annapolis, MD  21401 
 

February 26, 2019, 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM 
 

Commission Members In Attendance  
Vicki Callahan Dr. Robert Ireland 
Nancy Jenkins John Leopold 
Iris Littig Colleen O’Neill Yanchulis 
Richard Scordo  
ADA Coordinator’s Office In Attendance  
Joelle Ridgeway Vickie Martin 
Ex-Officios  
Tanya Asman Linda Donahue 
Leon Fossett Jan Holland 
Janet Pantaleo Hilary Raftovich 
Jerry Shandrowsky Greg Africa 
Guests in Attendance  
Debra Luzietti-Meyers  
 
 

Vicki Callahan, Chair of the Commission on Disability Issues, opened the meeting with introductions.  An 
attendance sheet was distributed for everyone to sign-in. 
 
MINUTES (January 2019) 
A motion for January’s minutes was made, seconded, and carried. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Membership 
The ad for new members was created, reviewed and sent out via social media. A few resumes have been 
received at this time and will go through the proper process.  A list of folks who have applied for reappointment 
was sent to the County Executive’s Office. There have been no reappointment letters received by these 
members from the County Executive at this time.  Vicki Callahan mentioned that membership would be status 
quo until further notice.  There are presently eight (8) vacancies. 
 
Art Show 
The committee created a banner to identify the art show on the entry packets and marketing pieces.  The 
reception will be held on April 16, 2019.  It was announced that In Home Stone will sponsor the food again for 
the reception.  This will be their 8th consecutive year as a sponsor for this program. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Retreat Planning 
A discussion about inviting an individual to educate the Commission on medical cannabis along with a panel of 
people on the overall topic of wellness for people with disabilities with a question and answer session followed 
by breakout session was held. It was suggested to hold the retreat in June. 
 
Disability Awareness Day 
Vicki Callahan asked members of CODI if anyone was interested in chairing the DAD program. Vicki 
announced that if no one volunteers the DAD program by the next meeting then the Public Relations 
committee will chair it by default. 
 
 



Bylaws 
It was announced that the County Executive’s office is willing to consider revisions to the new bylaw template. 
Vicki Callahan asked for some members to review the current bylaws and make suggestions for revisions. 
Nancy Jenkins agreed to chair this effort. Joelle Ridgeway agreed to send copies of the last three versions of 
the bylaws for everyone to review.   
 
Break Out Sessions 
Breakout sessions followed.  
 
Committees 
Public Safety Committee – Discussed holding trainings at the Detention Center in Annapolis.  Trainings are 
being planned for some time in April.  The next police training is April 12th from 8:00 am to 10:30 am. 
 
Education, Recreation & Community Support – Discussed ways to create a survey similar to that of Howard 
County’s.  The study would go to individuals with disabilities, family member of individuals with disabilities, 
unpaid caregivers, and people and organizations that provide services to individuals with disabilities.  Joelle 
Ridgeway recommended that the committee make a recommendation to the County Executive that says what 
they want to do with the survey, why you want to do it, and what the committee plans to do with the 
information. It was reported that the study would identify the needs of people with disabilities, best practices, 
and provide recommendations to the County Executive. 
 
Accessibility and Transportation – Discussed developing a letter of support for the Department of Public 
Works request for increased funding for ADA Public Rights of Way projects in this year’s capital budget and 
provide recommendations. The committee also plans to be more visible at the Office of Transportation 
Committee meetings. They meet the second Wednesday of each month. 
 
Legislative Matters – The committee reviewed the list of legislative bills that Barbara McCord sent to the 
Commission. No positions have been taken at this point. 
 
Membership – A press release for new membership is on social media, and the Anne Arundel County 
website.   
 
 
ADA COORDINATOR REPORT 
Date: February 26, 2019     Period: January 2019 
Prepared by: Joelle M. Ridgeway 

 
ADA Office Issues Addressed: 10 
ADA Issue(s) Employment, Accessibility, Program, Communication, Other 

ADA Title(s) I, II, III, and Fair Housing 

Type of Call  (9) Information, (1) Accommodation 
 
ADA Events Attended: 

1. N/A 
 
Miscellaneous Work Related to ADA: 

1. Transportation Commission 1/9/19 
2. Goals for TFMP to include people with disabilities and older adults 
3. Review/Make recommendations on the SBE Polling Place Checklist  

 

Updates from Previous Month and/or Topics 
1. MDTAP Grant 



 
Other Updates 

1. Sent/Invited CT to upcoming meeting. Citation is here.  
2. Membership- PR sent out Feb 7, On AA Co Website 
3. Next Police Training is April 12 

 
MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF DISABILITIES – No report 
 
ALLIANCE – The Alliance will meet in March. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS - None 
 

 
 
 

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT – Debra Luzietti-Meyers spoke 
 
Discussions by CODI: 
It was announced there is a student loan forgiveness program for 100% disabled veterans.  Recently 
legislation was passed that allows 100% service connected disabled veterans to have their student 
loans forgiven. Discussions followed. It was suggested by the commission to get the word out by 
social media. It was also suggested to write a letter to George Owings at the Maryland Veterans 
Office to ensure that people are getting this information. 
 
 
Adjournment  
 
 

 
Next Full Commission Meeting 

March 26, 2019, 1:00 am to 3:00 pm  


