
Anne Arundel Commission on Disability Issues 
2664 Riva Road, Suite 170, the Independence Conference Room 

Annapolis, MD  21401 
 

August 28, 2018, 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM 
 

 
 

 
Vicki Callahan, Chair of the Commission on Disability Issues, opened the meeting with introductions.  An 
attendance sheet was distributed. 
 

  SPEAKER 
Vicki Callahan introduced Chelsea Hayman who spoke about the Maryland ABLE program. She reported that 

 in the state of Maryland, ABLE was signed into law on April 12, 2016 and was launched in November of last 
 year. Chelsea went on to talk about the benefits of the program and how to qualify. A question and answer 
 session followed. 

 
NEW MEMBER 
Vicki Callahan welcomed Carol Lee, the commission’s newly appointed member of the commission.  
 
MINUTES 
A motion was made, seconded, and carried to approve the July 2018 minutes with one correction to the May 
2018 minutes. It was agreed to add the following: A motion was made, seconded, and carried to cancel the 
June meeting and reschedule the meeting for July 24, 2018. 
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried to clarify the following: send a letter to the Chamber of Commerce 
in the county and provide information about uniformity of handicap signage.  
 
Also make the following correction on the bottom of the minutes to reflect that the next meeting date should 
read August 28, 2018 instead of September 25, 2018.  
  

Commission Members In Attendance  
Vicki Callahan Jeanne Elion 
Nancy Jenkins John Leopold 
Barbara McCord Colleen O’Neill Yanchulis 
Ginger Palmer Geoffrey Riefe 
Richard Scordo Iris Littig (on phone) 
Carol Lee  
ADA Coordinator’s Office In Attendance  
Joelle Ridgeway Vickie Martin 
Ex-Officios  
Greg Africa Kate Callahan 
Brandi Francis Linda Donahue 
Sara Gannon Jan Holland 
Janet Panteleo Yanick Parker 
Ryan Stewart Maribel Ibrahim 
Michelle Simpson Kevin Chapman 
Guests in Attendance  
Debra Luzietti-Myers Ron Brimmer 



 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Nominations 
Reappointment letters from Commission members who are requesting to continue their position with the 
Commission have been submitted to the County Executive’s Office for consideration. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Disability Awareness Day 
It was discussed to have the table cloths for DAD cleaned.  A member of the Commission looked into the cost 
for approximately 30 table cloths. A motion was made, seconded, and carried to “spend up to $300 on 
tablecloth cleaning as needed”. 
 
Art Exhibit 
The art exhibit at the Hein Building in Glen Burnie is up and will be taken down sometime between September 
20th through 27th, 2018. 
 
ADA COORDINATOR’S REPORT 
 
Date: August 28, 2018      Period: July 2018 

Prepared by: Joelle M. Ridgeway
 

ADA Office Issues Addressed: 16 

 

July 2018 

 

 

 



 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Legislative Matters 
Ginger Palmer reported that she attended the ADA celebration in Annapolis on July 30th where Governor 
Hogan presented a proclamation honoring the 28th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 
Maryland Governor Larry Hogan, together with the University Of Maryland (UMD), also announced a new 
center at UMD designed to improve college and career outcomes for students and youth with disabilities. 
 
Ginger Palmer announced that the Arc of the Central Chesapeake has put out an email regarding an online 
petition. They want individuals to help them by signing a petition calling for the Department of Labor's Bureau 
of Labor & Statistics to establish a Standard Occupational Code (SOC) for Direct Support Professionals. 
 
Public Safety 
Nancy Jenkins announced that the committee held a training at the fire department and plans to contact the 
police department to find out the date of their next cadet class. Joelle Ridgeway reported that the police 
department is looking at September 20th right now. The committee also plans to hold training for the detention 
centers at the beginning of the New Year.  
 
OTHER REPORTS 
 
Disability Awareness Day 
Iris Littig reported that Disability Awareness Day (DAD) will be held on Saturday, October 20, from 
11:00am - 2:00pm. She announced that volunteers will be needed to help out.  A volunteer sign-up sheet will 
be available at the September meeting. 
 
Iris announced that more award nominations are needed for the DAD program. Registration forms were 
available at the meeting. Exhibitors were discussed. Vickie Martin will send out a list of exhibitors who have 
signed up and the registration forms to all members. The committee is also presently working on entertainment 
for the event. 
  
Alliance Committee  
Nancy Jenkins reported that the Alliance committee did not hold meetings over the summer.  Ginger Palmer 
announced that their next meeting will be held on September 10, 2018 from 12:00 pm to 2:00 pm and is open 
to the public.  
 
Maryland Department of Disability 
Nancy Jenkins reported that the Maryland Department of Disability did not hold meetings over the summer.  
Their next meeting was not reported. 
 
Annual Report 
Ginger Palmer announced that she will provide a summary of the Legislative Matters Committee work that the 
committee has completed, to date, for the annual report. 
 



Vicki Callahan requested for all committee chairs to start sending bullet points monthly on what their committee 
will be reporting on at each meeting.  Send your summaries to Vickie Martin prior to each meeting. 
 
 
EX-OFFICIO REPORTS 
 
Committee Member Announcements 
Ginger Palmer thanked everybody for her years working with the Commission. Her term expires on August 31, 
2018. She is not sending a reappointment letter to the County Executive to renew her membership. However, 
she did announce she plans to continue to attend meetings until her seat on the commission is replaced. 

Ginger Palmer announced that she sits on the board for Accessible Resources for Independence. ARI is 
holding a three part Distinguished Speaker Series beginning on September 22, 2018. The charge is $50.00 for 
all three sessions or $20.00 per session.  The sessions are; Strong Advocacy Made Disability History, 
presented by Cathy and Jim Raggio, Overview of the Americans with Disabilities Act, presented by Marian 
Vessels, and Planning for Emergencies: What You Need to Do to Prepare, presented by JoAnne Knapp. 
 
Public Comment (2 minutes per community member) 
Debra Luzietti-Myers made a few comments. 
 
 
Adjournment  

 
 

Next Full Commission Meeting - September 25, 2018 
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