
 
 
 

FAQs on what is allowed to open and required to stay closed in 
Anne Arundel County 

 
Updated May 29, 2020 

 
 
When should I wear a face mask/covering? Face coverings are required in indoor 
public areas, retail stores, and on public transportation pursuant to Governor’s orders 
and in accordance with the Maryland Department of Health. The Anne Arundel County 
Health Department strongly recommends wearing face masks/coverings when outdoors 
and in close proximity to others as discussed HERE. 
 
What types of gatherings are allowed? Gatherings of any kind of more than 10 
people are still prohibited under the Governor’s order. 
 
How much space does there need to be between 2 groups? There is no specific 
distance that one group must keep from another group. At a minimum, there needs to 
be 6 feet, but please just use common sense. If you think you see a group of more than 
10, please call the police non-emergency number (410 222 8610). If the police arrive 
and determine it is too crowded then they will kindly ask the various groups to spread 
out. Again, common sense is the rule. 
 
Are restaurants/bars/social clubs open for outdoor dining? Yes, as of Friday, May 
29th at 5:00 p.m. foodservice establishments, which include restaurants, bars, and 
social clubs with dining facilities, may serve food and beverages for consumption in 
outdoor seating areas in accordance with state guidance. The county Office of Planning 
and Zoning will authorize outdoor seating for food and beverage service uses as a 
temporary use for up to 180 days commencing at 5pm on 5/29, until or unless the 
emergency is lifted or revised by Executive Order. A permit application is not required 

https://aahealth.org/facemasks/
https://commerce.maryland.gov/Documents/BusinessResource/Restaurants-bars-COVID-19-Best-Practices.pdf


for this temporary use, if it complies with the specific criteria. Specific details and 
guidance are available HERE. 

Can restaurants/bars/social clubs serve alcohol in their outdoor dining areas? 
Yes, as long as they already have a valid liquor license for indoor dining. The hours that 
they are allowed to serve liquor do not change. Nothing in either the Governor’s nor the 
County Executive’s orders grant a liquor license to an establishment that did not 
previously have one. 

Are balconies and open-air verandas considered “outdoors?” Yes, as long as the 
tables in these areas are spaced out in accordance with the specific guidance. Patrons 
are allowed to pass through a restaurant to access one of these areas. 

Are retail establishments/non-essential businesses open? Yes, as of Friday, May 
29th at 5:00 p.m. non-essential businesses that are currently operating under curbside 
pickup only are able to open to customers. The maximum number of occupants 
(customers and employees) will be calculated based on 150 square feet per person. 
Businesses will be required to have protective measures in place regarding physical 
distancing and face coverings will be required for everyone in the store, with exemptions 
for those with medical conditions. Specific details and guidance are available  HERE. 
 
Can a retail establishment that is part of a mall open under the new guidelines if 
they are accessible from outside? Yes, as long as the business can be accessed 
from the outside they can open under the new guidelines. Retail establishments only 
accessible to the general public from enclosed pedestrian concourses or other interior 
areas of a mall must remain closed in accordance with the Governor’s order. 

Are photography studios allowed to be open?  Yes, they are open but must adhere 
to the retail/non-essential guidelines, including the capacity limitation of one person per 
150sf of total occupied area. You can find the complete guidelines  HERE. Also, 
photographers can host outdoor sessions in groups of 10 or less. 
 
Are gyms or fitness centers or dance studios allowed to be open?  No, gyms 
(including dance studios) are required to remain closed in accordance with Governor 
Hogan’s orders, except for the provision of child care as authorized by the State. 
 
Can fitness classes and dance classes be conducted outdoors? Yes, outdoor 
recreation is permitted and classes can be conducted outdoors in groups of 10 or less 
as long as social distancing guidelines are followed. 

https://www.aacounty.org/coronavirus/road-to-recovery/Criteria%20for%20Restaurant%20Expansion%20during%20COVID19.pdf
https://www.aacounty.org/coronavirus/road-to-recovery/COVID19%20Guidance%20for%20NonEssential%20Businesses%20on%20May%2029.pdf
https://www.aacounty.org/coronavirus/road-to-recovery/COVID19%20Guidance%20for%20NonEssential%20Businesses%20on%20May%2029.pdf


 
Are barber shops and hair salons open? Yes, as of Friday, May 29th at 5:00 p.m. 
barbers and beauty salons may now open for hair services only. The maximum number 
of occupants will be calculated based on 100 gross square feet per person due to the 
small footprint of many facilities and the necessity of closer personal interaction in order 
for services to be provided. Specific details and guidance are available HERE. 

Are nail salons, tanning salons, tattoo studios, or massage studios permitted to 
open?  No. Nail salons, tanning salons, tattoo studios, massage studios, and other 
facilities providing esthetic services are prohibited from opening under Governor 
Hogan’s orders.  
 
What county park amenities are open? Beginning Friday, May 29th at 5:00 p.m dog 
parks, dog beaches, county park beaches and pavilions (reservations required) will 
open. Private youth camps are allowed to open under state guidance.  These amenities 
may also open within private communities. 

Are basketball courts and athletic fields open? On Monday June 1 at 8:00 a.m. 
basketball courts and athletic fields will open  for skills training only (the usual field 
permitting for accredited organizations is required). These amenities may also open 
within private communities. 

Are playgrounds open? No, county and community playgrounds remain closed. There 
is no way to ensure proper social distancing and group sizes in these areas. 

Are community beaches/swimming open? Yes, as of Friday, May 29th at 5:00 p.m 
county and community beaches are open.. Swimming at county or community beaches 
is no longer prohibited, but swimmers are advised that no routine bacteria testing has 
been conducted. Swimmers swim at their own risk until water quality monitoring can 
resume.  

Are outdoor pools open?  Beginning Friday, June 5 county and community outdoor 
seasonal pools will be inspected on a rolling basis by the Health Department.  Pools can 
open once they are approved after inspection. Seasonal outdoor pools are inspected 
each spring prior to their opening and this year those inspections were postponed due 
to the suspension of all non-essential activity. 

Are county outdoor camps open?  Beginning Saturday, July 6 modified county 
outdoor day camps begin (camps will be limited to 10, 8 children and 2 staff) 

https://www.aacounty.org/coronavirus/road-to-recovery/Revised%20COVID-19%20Guidance%20for%20Barber%20Shops%20and%20Beauty%20Salons%20final.pdf
https://www.aacounty.org/services-and-programs/reserve-a-park-pavilion
https://commerce.maryland.gov/Documents/BusinessResource/Youth-Camps-COVID-19-Directives.pdf
https://www.aacounty.org/services-and-programs/request-a-facility-or-field-use-permit
https://www.aacounty.org/services-and-programs/request-a-facility-or-field-use-permit


Registration will begin June 11. Traditional camps are cancelled. Speciality camps are 
delayed to July/August. 

Are churches, places of worship, and religious facilities open?  Places of worship 
are open provided that gatherings do not exceed 10 people. The County Executive 
understands how important these are to society and is working towards a plan to safely 
expand the capacity allowed in our houses of worship. He has been engaging both faith 
leaders and our public health experts as part of these deliberations and hopes to 
announce a safe way forward in the coming days.  
 
Are pet groomers allowed to open?  Yes, occupancy required to be 1 person per 
150sf of occupied space and follow retail/non-essential business guidelines.  HERE 
 
Can car washes open?  Automatic car washes are permitted to operate at this time. 
 
Can manufacturing and warehousing businesses and facilities open?  There is no 
change to prior orders, these businesses can continue to be open with social distancing 
and face masks. 
  
Note: that for all businesses that are allowed to open, any applicable directives from the 
County Department of Health, State Secretary of Health, and State and local directives, 
including the requirement for face masks and applicable social distancing guidance 
published by the Centers for Disease Control and the Maryland Department of Health 
remain in effect. 
 
The following remain closed until further notice: 

● Senior Centers 
● Fitness Centers  
● Movie Theaters (including “pop-up” drive-in theaters)  
● Shopping Malls  
● Nail Salons 
● Playgrounds 
● County park visitors centers 
● County park restrooms 
● Indoor aquatic centers 
● Recreation centers 

https://www.aacounty.org/coronavirus/road-to-recovery/COVID19%20Guidance%20for%20NonEssential%20Businesses%20on%20May%2029.pdf

