
Brown + Green = Clean! 
When choosing a bag for your yard waste think brown, not black. If you 
collect your grass clippings or other yard waste for recycling at the curb, 
use a brown paper lawn bag designed for that purpose, instead of plastic 
bags. YYard waste placed out for collection in plastic bags will no longer 
be accepted beginning January 2017.  A major reason for this revision to 
the program is that composting with plastics can be expensive, time 
consuming and not environmentally friendly. The ground plastics have to 
be separated from the yard waste during the composting process.  Paper 
bags will compost right along with the leaves and grass 
clippings, creating a cleaner more valuable product. 
Paper lawn bags can be found in most grocery stores, 
hardware stores and online. Regular paper grocery or 
shopping bags are not durable enough for yard 
waste collection.  

 

 
 
 
 
Household recycling and trash  
MADE SIMPLE 

Welcome 
In an effort to better communicate with 
residents, we’ve launched a newsletter 
full of helpful information about our 
program and ways to Reduce, Reuse 
and Recycle. We hope you find this 
information useful and look forward to 
your feedback. Please share with your 
friends and neighbors. If they aren’t 
recycling (or not as much as they could 
be) encourage them to do more. 
Recycling is a vital activity that helps 
reduce the need for landfill space. We 
hope you enjoy our newsletter. 

VISIT US ONLINE: 
www.recyclemoreoften.com 

www.aacounty.org/dpw/wastemanagement 
www.facebook/annearundelrecycling 

 

Recycling and Waste Reduction Division 
2662 Riva Road, Ste. 490 

Annapolis, MD 21401 
410-222-7951 

ISSUE THREE 

Switch to paper lawn bags starting Jan. 2017 



SSummer Entertaining Tips 
Whether it’s a big celebratory bash or weekend cookout with friends, summer entertaining can 
mean big environmental consequences. Lessen your impact at home or on the go with these tips:

�� When possible, use table- and drinkware that is washable and reusable.  A “bring your own” 
theme can be a fun conversation starter as guests bring their favorite plates and cups (even 
utensils) from home. If you must use disposables, look for materials made with recycled content 
and recycle what you can. Reduce waste by providing plenty of permanent markers for guests to 
mark their cups and plates. 

�� Make pitchers of water, tea, punch or lemonade instead of purchasing bottled or canned 
beverages, . If you must purchase packaged drinks, buy the largest container available instead 
of individual cans or bottles. Be sure to recycle those containers when empty. 

 

When you need help with a collection issue  
call Customer Service at 410-222-6100. 

Back to School! Already? 

School may have just ended, but it’s not too early to start planning for next year. Take 
inventory of what supplies are still useable from the previous school year. Unused spiral 
notebook paper can be repurposed as binder paper by trimming the rough edge attached 
to the spiral spine. Paper that’s only been used on one side can be reused as scratch 
paper for working out math problems. Colored pencils, crayons, and pens can either be 
saved for next year or kept at home as back ups. Create a list of needed supplies and 
stick to the list. Resist the urge to impulse buy, especially at the beginning of the school 
year when there are sales. Look for recycled content in all of the materials you purchase. 
You can find pens made from recycled plastic bottles, pencils from recycled newspaper or 
old blue jeans, and most notebook paper and binders have recycled content. Buy durable 

book bags, lunch boxes and binders that can last more than one school year. 
Donate reusable items if they are no longer needed in your home. 

Reduce school lunch trash by looking for durable, reusable lunch 
containers to use instead of paper lunch bags and plastic sandwich or 
snack bags that get thrown out each day.  

Recycling at Home Tip 

Wondering what to do with all those plastic shopping bags? 
Bundle them together in one bag and tie the bag shut. While 
residents are allowed to place bundled plastic bags in their 
yellow recycling containers, we encourage you to return them to 
the grocery store for recycling. Returning the bags to the store 
provides manufacturers with a cleaner source material for 
making park benches and decking materials.  

Recycling Rock Stars! 
The results are in! Our elementary school 
recycling poster design contest 
winners are: 
 1st - Linthicum ES 
2nd - Severn ES 
3rd - Rolling Knolls ES 
 
Congratulations! A great job 
was done by all participants. 

One student can produce 45 to 90 lbs 
of trash a year in disposable lunches. 

...continued on the next page 



�� For potluck gatherings, use sturdy containers that can be washed and reused instead of 
throw-away, leave-behind plastic or aluminum single use items. Package leftovers in 
reusable containers or aluminum foil instead of plastic wrap and baggies. 

�� Buy what you can in bulk instead of individual packages for items such as chips, dips, 
desserts and condiments. 

�� Place clearly marked recycling and trash containers next to each other so that recyclable 
items do not become contaminated with food waste. 

�� Be sure guests know what can be recycled (Paper, Plastic, Metal, Glass) and what cannot 
(Styrofoam®, overly soiled paper plates and napkins, food). 

�� Always clean your grill when it’s hot to avoid using harsh cleaners. 

�� Refill propane tanks when you can. Propane tanks cannot be thrown out as trash or 
placed in your recycling container. Drop them off at any County  Recycling Center. 

 

2016 Household Hazardous Waste Collection Schedule 

DDate Location 

April 9, 2016 Millersville Landfill, 389 Burns Crossing Road, Severn, MD 21144 

May 14, 2016 Southern Recycling Center, 5400 Nutwell Sudley Road, Deale, MD 20571 
June 11, 2016 Northern Recycling Center, 100 Dover Road, Glen Burnie, MD 21060 
July 23, 2016 Millersville Landfill, 389 Burns Crossing Road, Severn, MD 21144 

September 17, 2016 Southern Recycling Center, 5400 Nutwell Sudley Road, Deale, MD 20571 
October 22, 2016 Northern Recycling Center, 100 Dover Road, Glen Burnie, MD 21060 

REDUCE how much you buy. REUSE 
what you can. RECYCLE what you can’t. 

Recycle More. Recycle Right. 
We all know that the act of recycling is important. But did you know that 
HOW you recycle can be equally as important?  

One of the challenges of single stream recycling (paper, plastic, metal 
and glass in one container) is keeping the wrong items out of the yellow 
bin. If the item you wish to dispose of isn’t made of paper or plastic, or 
isn’t a container made of metal or glass, it doesn’t belong in your yellow 
recycling cart. 

Other item is made of metal or glass, such as metal pipe, frying pans, 
umbrellas, or cloth – all made from recyclable materials - should be 
recycled at one of the County’s three Recycling Centers or the Landfill. 

The recycling process uses a mix of people and machines to sort then 
purify recyclables according to type. Excess debris in the recycling 
container requires extra time and energy to clean and remarket.  

Recyclables should be left loose when placed inside the recycling 
container instead of enclosed in plastic or paper bags. Bundled 
materials are difficult to separate. These items may not get recycled if 
they cannot be separated from a closed bag. If a dirty recycling 
container is a concern, do a quick rinse after each collection occurs. 
Keep reading our newsletter for more Recycle Right tips! 

RMO Runway Winners 
For the past 6 years, Anne Arundel County 
DPW has challenged local high school 
students to create prom wear out 
of recyclables! 
 
Here are this year’s results! 
 

1st Place - Emily S & 
Morgan H from 
Broadneck 
 

2nd Place - Everett L & 
Winter H from Old Mill 
 

3rd Place - Kylil W, 
Cyan M, & Mary W 
from Old Mill 
 
Honorable Mentions: 
 

Elin F, Teegan B & 
Alexandra R from 
Broadneck 
 

Medea J from Indian 
Creek 

 

 
 

Five 2-liter recycled bottles produce enough fiberfill to make a ski jacket. 

Celebrate our 
Independence! 

Upcoming Holiday Schedule 

Holidays 2016 
Landfill & Recycling 

Centers 
Curbside Collection 

Independence Day July 4 (Mon) Closed 
Monday collections occur Tuesday 

Tuesday collections occur Wednesday 

Labor Day Sep 5 (Mon) Closed 
Monday collections occur Tuesday 

Tuesday collections occur Wednesday 
Election Day Nov 8 (Tue) Closed No collection changes 

Veterans Day Nov 11 (Fri) Closed No collection changes 

Winning Fashion 


