
Anne Arundel County Local Development Council 

Minutes from January 22, 2015 Meeting 

Harmans Community Room, Arundel Mills 

 

The meeting was called to order by the Chair, Claire Louder at 6:30pm. 

 

Members present: 

1. Gene Condon 

2. Claire Louder 

3. Senator Ed DeGrange 

4. Rusty Bristow 

5. Joseph Weinberg 

6. Otis Duffie 

7. Fran Schmidt 

8. Delegate Ted Sophocleus 

9. Kam Cooke 

Excused: Lore Peterson 

Also present Bernie Marczyk, Director of Government Affairs for County Executive Steve 

Schuh, Jeannie Garner Executive Assistant to Steve Schuh and Bernie Marczyk, and Anne 

Arundel County Councilman Pete Smith. 

The Meeting was called to order by Claire Louder and a motion was made and approved to 

accept the minutes from the December 11, 2014 meeting. 

The Council heard presentation from four FY16 grant applicants: 

1. The Chesapeake Assistance Program                                                                                   

Susan Keough presented for the CAP requesting $36,000 which will be used to provide fruits 

and vegetable to improve the nutrition and health of CAP food pantry clients. The program 

will be implemented by enhancing the current food voucher system. There is existing 

infrastructure that fully support the pantry.  Clients meet strict need-based criteria, records 

are maintained and reports published monthly.  Expected outcomes include (1) 200+ family 

will receive $20 -$40 each month for up to six months to purchase fresh/frozen fruits ad 

vegetables” (2) 100% of grant funding will go directly to CAP clients, and (3) all grant funds 

will be spent in the local community. 

 

2. Arundel House of Hope                                                                                                       

Mario Berninzoni presented for the AHOH requesting $30,000. The grants looks to fund a 

case worker who will partner with various agencies/services in an effort to bring access to 

those services. His intention is to work with the County Police and Department of Social 

Services to help identify and support the homeless men and women and families in the target 

area in an effort to help end their homelessness. Estimates are that this project will serve 45 

individuals. The overall goal is to connect those whom we serve to basic services such as 

housing, mental and physical health care, substance abuse treatment and case management 

service to allow these men and women to become more self-efficient. 



 

  

3. Assistance League of the Chesapeake                                                                              

Pam Myers presented for the Assistant League of the Chesapeake, Inc. requesting 

$16,000 for the Operation School Bell program which will provide 500 school uniforms, 

socks, underwear and toiletries to 300 students at Meade Heights and Van Bokkelen 

Elementary schools. It will also provide about 740 personal books to students in these 

schools.  

  

4. Habitat for Humanity of the Chesapeake                                                                        

Mike Posko presented for Habitat for Humanity of the Chesapeake requesting $40,000 

for support for over 100 homeowners by providing financial literacy education with an 

emphasis on community development in an effort to prepare qualified, low income 

families to become homeowners and learn how to increase financial stability, while 

ensuring affordable housing remains viable and available within AACo.  

The Council also received an update from Recreation and Parks on LDC Grant projects– Mark 

Garrity 

R&P was given 4 actions items at the last meeting;  

1. Status of Matthewstown-Harmans Park Master Plan 

2. Before pictures of finished park improvements;  

3. A new pavilion at Provinces Park 

4. Court repairs at Mathewstown-Harmans Park. 

Matthewstown-Harmans Master Plan - Judy Salter-Brown is the Heery/DPW project manager. 

Judy has prepared a "short list" of prospective design consultants to provide technical and price 

proposals to design the Park. The short list is going to the County Consultant Selection 

Committee this week. Judy said she needs approximately 60 days to finalize the scope of work 

and solicit proposals if the CSC approves the short list. After the proposals are received, DPW 

and Purchasing will need another 60 to 90 days to evaluate the proposals, execute a contract and 

issue a notice to proceed. Bottom line is DPW is 4-5 months from starting design. The design 

will probably be a one year effort. There is currently no funding for construction. 

Before and After Pictures: Unfortunately we do not have before pictures of recently finished 

completed projects. We will take before and after pictures of all future projects for this fiscal 

year and all future projects. 

Pavilion at Provinces Park: This project is scheduled to be installed within our traditional Park 

Renovation Budget in FY16 (pending budget appropriation. 

Court Repairs at Matthewstown-Harmans Park: This project is scheduled to be installed within 

our traditional Park Renovation Budget in FY16 (pending budget appropriation. 

 

 



 

Discussion of filling LDC vacancies  

 Deadline for receiving names is January 31, 2015.                                        

 Vacancies include:  1 state legislator, 1 business person and 2 residential seats 

Orientation and Planning 

 A motion was made and approved to review the calendar and process. 

A motion was made and approved to delay the February grant presentations until 

the April meeting to allow the February meeting to be used for orientation and 

planning. An amended motion was made and approved to include reserving the 

March 12
th

 meeting for budget review as well, subject to need.  

Action item: The committee requested a briefing from John Hammond on use of 

FY15 LDC funds.  Bernie and Claire will arrange Mr. Hammond’s attendance.  

Public Comment 

During the public comment portion of the meeting representative from Glen Burnie 

Softball and Baseball discussed their challenges with receiving funds for the Saw Mill 

Creek Park on Dorsey Road.  Senator DeGrange was to meet with Recreation and Parks 

the next day to discuss this issue.  

Suggestion was made that we should review how we calculate the 3 mile geographical 

boundary around the casino. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:30pm. 


