
ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY LOCAL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL  
MINUTES OF JUNE 26, 2014 MEETING 

Harmans Community Room, Arundel Mills 
 
  

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Michael Caruthers at 6:35 p.m.  
  
Members present were: 

1. Donzella Parker Bert 
2. Michael Caruthers 
3. Rusty Bristow 
4. Gene Condon 
5. Kam Cooke 
6. Senator Ed DeGrange 
7. Lore Peterson 
8. Fran Schmidt 
9. Delegate Ted Sophocleus 

                                                                                                                                                                            
Also present: Barbara Wilkins, Anne Arundel County Legislative Liaison Officer;  Penny Parayo and 
Carmen Gonzales, representing Joe Weinberg of Maryland Live!. 
 
A motion was made and approved to accept the May 15, 2014 Minutes as presented. 
 
Chairman Caruthers announced that Rusty Bristow and Lore Peterson would meet with Anne Arundel 
County Recreation and Parks to develop a project list for $500,000 in park renovations for FY 15.  The 
Local Development Council will review and approve the project list when the LDC next meets in 
September 2014. 
 
Mr. Caruthers also noted that video lottery terminal revenues are expected to decrease in the future as 
a result of two additional casinos beginning operation in 2014 and 2016.  In the future, it is likely that 
Community Grants will become a larger percentage of the total revenue amount.  The LDC approved a 
policy to require all FY 16 Community Grant applicants to make a presentation to the LDC as a 
condition of grant approval. 
 
National Electronics Museum 
 
Mike Simons, Executive Director of the National Electronics Museum,  presented a request for $30,000 
to upgrade the Museum’s website to accommodate downloading of videos.  Mr. Simons spoke to the 
educational camps and various student programs conducted by the defense electronics Museum which 
is located in Linthicum.   
 
Kam Cooke was interested in the outreach conducted by the Museum to children in the impact area.  
Visitors are drawn from the local impact area and include children who might not normally have the 
opportunity to visit the Museum.   
 
Senator DeGrange noted that the Museum’s application did not contain two bids for the project.  Lore 
Peterson, in reviewing the application, noted that a more detailed proposal that includes bids for the 
work should be resubmitted for FY 16. 
 
BWI Partnership – Status Report on Transportation Needs Assessment 
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Nancy Huggins, BWI Partnership, was present and requested that the BWI Partnership’s presentation 
be rescheduled for September because the Transportation Needs Assessment study had not yet 
completed. 
 
Hospice of the Chesapeake 
 
Lyn Davidson, Director of Major Gifts and Foundation, had requested one minute to discuss the FY 15 
Community Grant application in the amount of $25,725.  The project targets North County schools to 
provide grief counseling for families during evening hours, professional workshops for teachers so they 
know how to talk to students about death, and consultations with students. 
 
FY 2015 Community Grant Awards 
 
As discussed at the May 15 meeting, approximately 20 Community Grant applications were submitted 
for consideration from a total of $250,000.  Several FY 14 grants were reconsidered for funding 
because insufficient funding was available in FY 14. 
 
The LDC voted unanimously to approve those projects discussed at the prior meeting: 
 
BWMC Farmer’s Market (SNAP Food Vouchers)      $8,250 
Anne Arundel Association for Family and Community Education  
(Mittens and hats for newborns)        $5,000 
Severn Improvement Association (septic system)      $19,800 
Hebron-Harman Elementary School (electronic marquee sign)    $19,038 
Severn Athletic Association (batting cage at Severn Danza Park)    $40,000 
Severn Crest HOA (paved walkways, benches, and landscaping)    $39,656 
 
Mr. Caruthers offered support for Anne Arundel County Partnership for Children, Youth and Families  
(AACPCYF) which had submitted a grant request for $40,000 to improve academic outcomes for 7th 
grade students who live in Meade Village.  This initiative is a component of the Promise Neighborhood 
project at Meade Village. This initial funding will be helpful to AACPCYF in pursuing a federal grant for 
Promise Neighborhood at Meade Village which will require $1.4 million.  With the closing of the 
People’s Community Center, Meade Village will benefit from community services in this neighborhood.  
Senator DeGrange expressed support for the grant; the LDC gave its unanimous approval. 
 
Boys & Girls Club of Annapolis and Anne Arundel County received unanimous approval of its $20,000 
grant request for program support/services at Meade Village.  Likewise, Hospice of the Chesapeake 
received unanimous approval of its $25,275 grant request for grief counseling in area schools. 
 
The following grant requests were not approved because there was little known about the organization 
or the project:  A.D. Cherry Early Childhood Outreach Music Program; National Coalition of 100 Black 
Women; and Chesapeake Center for Youth Development.  Organizations serving populations outside 
of the local impact area were likewise rejected, including Annapolis Maritime Museum and SPAN, Inc. 
 
Chesapeake Arts Center requested $31,700 for transportation and scholarships for after school arts 
programs.  The project was well received provided adequate funds were available.  Delegate 
Sophocleus moved to support the grant at a reduced amount of $20,000 which was voted favorably (6-
2), with Mr. Caruthers and Ms. Peterson voting nay.   
 
There was considerable discussion regarding the grant request in the amount of $11,875 for Hawks 
Ridge Community Association to install fencing.  The fencing is to be installed on community 
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association property and homeowners’ property to block trespassing by individuals living in 
Chesapeake Mobile Home Park who cut through the community.  Hawks Ridge has also applied to the 
BWI Community Grant Program for funding.  Fran Schmidt expressed concern about establishing a 
precedent for other neighborhoods to request grant funds to make private improvements on their 
property.  Kam Cooke said the root of the problem was how best to channel the foot traffic and that 
fencing would not necessarily solve the problem.  He also expressed the opinion that the LDC did not 
have a responsibility for fixing problems in every neighborhood.  Lore Peterson countered that this is an 
issue that impacts the security of the entire community and is not primarily for the benefit of individual 
property owners.  Delegate Sophocleus also stated that the purpose of local impact aid is to provide 
amenities to those communities that are located within the impact area.  The grant request was 
approved, but will only be funded if Hawks Ridge does not receive funding from the BWI Community 
Grant Program.  The Hawks Ridge grant will not be formally awarded until September, pending the 
outcome of the BWI Community Grant Program decisions. 
 
Barbara Wilkins was directed to compile a list of the decisions made and e-mail the final list to LDC 
members.  Applicants will be notified by mail of grant award decisions. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Earl Kelly raised the issue of the County Auditor’s report on FY 12 and FY 13 use of video lottery 
terminal (VLT) funds.  Mr. Caruthers stated that the LDC is advisory to the County Executive in 
submitting a budget for use of VLT funds.  The County Executive and Council control use of the funds.   
Barbara Wilkins referred Mr. Kelly to the County Auditor’s website to review the full content of the audit 
and the Budget Office’s response to the audit, noting that the actions taken by the Budget Office were 
in compliance with the law. 
 
Mr. Caruthers announced that Councilman Jones will introduce legislation to require the County 
Executive to come back to the LDC for recommendations in spending the funds allocated to People’s 
Community and Health Center, but unspent because the Center could not comply with the grant 
agreement.  People’s will close its operations, effective June 30, 2014. 
 
The next meeting will be scheduled in September at which time the BWI Partnership will present its 
Transportation Needs Assessment.  The County Budget Officer will be invited to discuss the FY 14 
video lottery terminal funds when it is completed in early Fall.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm.   
 
Minutes submitted by:  Barbara Wilkins 
 
 
 
  


