
ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY LOCAL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL  
MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 20, 2014 MEETING 
Harmans Community Room, Arundel Mills 

 
  

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Michael Caruthers at 6:35 p.m.  
  
Members present were: 

1. Michael Caruthers 
2. Donzella Parker Bert 
3. Rusty Bristow 
4. Gene Condon 
5. Kam Cooke 
6. Clare Louder 
7. Lore Peterson 
8. Fran Schmidt 

                                                                                                                                                                           
Also present: Barbara Wilkins, Anne Arundel County Legislative Liaison Officer. 
  
Chairman Caruthers welcomed attendees.  A motion was made and approved to accept the February 
6, 2014 Minutes as presented. 
 
Fort Meade Alliance 
 
Deon Viergutz, President (employed by Lockheed Martin), described the Fort Meade Alliance (FMA) as 
an independent, community-based organization that advocates for services needed on base and in the 
community.  There are 250-member companies of FMA, representing 75,000 employees.  
 
The grant request is for $181,900 to finance a professional Development Director who will raise $2.2 
million over the next 18 months to fund a Resiliency Center on Fort Meade.  The Center provides 
programming and services for Fort Meade personnel’s physical, emotional, social, family and spiritual 
needs. 
 
Jay Baldwin, Foundation Treasurer, noted that they have raised $100,000 in cash and $100,000 in-kind 
contributions. 
 
Lisa Decker, Military and Family Committee Chair (employed by Whiting-Turner), walked through the 
project which preserves Kuhn Hall as the Center. 
 
FY 2015 Budget Discussion 
 
Mike Caruthers prefaced the discussion by noting a decline in anticipated local impact aid from video 
lottery terminal revenues in FY 2015.  The forecast amount is $17 million, a $3 million reduction 
because of the Baltimore City casino coming on line in 2014.  Ongoing expenditures by the County for 
police, fire, and the Anne Arundel Community College will likely leave approximately $3 million in grants 
for the LDC to recommend to the County Executive and Council.  These ongoing expenditures have 
been established as priorities for spending in the community. 
 
LDC had previously approved $1 million in annual spending for roads resurfacing and sidewalks.  The 
LDC also approved $250,000 for Community Grant awards.  A $250,000 grant to the YWCA for a 
domestic abuse shelter was also approved to be included as a line item in the FY 2015 budget 
recommendation. 
 



Focus was given to park improvements in the vicinity of MD Live, with emphasis on the $3 million 
Harmans Park project.  A $300,000 recommendation for design money would initiate that multi-year 
project.  Rusty Bristow, the Community Needs Advisor for Parks, recommended an additional $500,000 
in “ready to go” park renovations from the list provided by the County’s Recreation and Parks 
Department. 
 
There was also discussion regarding the Anne Arundel Workforce Development Corporation’s request 
for $200,000 to replace State grant funding that terminates on June 30, 2014.  The project is to provide 
24-hour bus service to light rail as a needed transportation alternative for workers at Arundel Mills and 
MD Live. 
 
Clare Louder requested information from BWI Partnership.  Linda Greene, BWI Partnership, referenced 
the County’s final Transportation Commission report that is due by March 4 in regards to Anne Arundel 
County becoming part of the RTA, along with Howard County, the City of Annapolis and the City of 
Laurel.  She noted the BWI Partnership is looking at new initiatives, e.g. senior transportation or a 
shuttle service. 
 
FY 2015 budget recommendations are to be completed by the LDC by the end of March. 
 
Public Comment 
 
In response to the public’s ongoing concern about trash along Ridge Road and the BWI Parkway 
ramps, Gene Condon agreed to take responsibility.  This is an issue for both the County and State 
Highway Administration. 
 
The next meeting of the LDC is March 6, 2014 at 6:30pm in the Harmans Community Room at the 
Arundel Mills Mall.  Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm.   
 
Minutes submitted by:  Barbara Wilkins 
 
 
 
   


