
ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY LOCAL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL  
MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 6, 2014 MEETING 
Harmans Community Room, Arundel Mills 

 
  

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Michael Caruthers at 6:35 p.m.  
  
Members present were: 

1. Michael Caruthers 
2. Donzella Parker Bert 
3. Rusty Bristow 
4. Gene Condon 
5. Kam Cooke 
6. Clare Louder 
7. Senator Ed DeGrange 

                                                                                                                                                                           
Also present:  Delegate Pam Beidle, Councilman Daryl Jones and Barbara Wilkins, Anne Arundel 
County Legislative Liaison Officer. 
  
Chairman Caruthers welcomed attendees.  A motion was made and approved to accept the January 9, 
2014 Minutes as presented. 
 
Chairman Caruthers announced that Robert Marsili, a resident member of the LDC, resigned on 
February 6, 2014 because of professional and family demands. 
 
Anne Arundel County Partnership for Children, Youth and Families 
 
Pam Jordan made a presentation for a two-year $1.2 million funding request to undertake a Promise 
Neighborhood at Meade Village.  The “Promise Live” proposal is endorsed by a consortium of Meade 
residents, businesses and the faith community.  The premise of Promise Neighborhoods is that all 
children can be successful and go to college.  Promise Neighborhood was created by Geoffrey Canada 
and originated in Harlem.  A variety of resources would be focused on Meade Village to provide 
children and families with the supports they need to succeed. 
 
AACPCYF applied unsuccessfully for federal grants in Annapolis because the Annapolis community 
was too wealthy to receive federal grant funding.  Ms. Jordan believes that if they receive a two year 
LDC grant, they would be in a positive position to get a federal grant for Meade Village and foundation 
money.  If LDC grant funds are received, AACPCY would provide monthly reports for the first year. 
 
Cliff Martin, CEO, Anne Arundel Housing Commission; Tanya Brown, President of Meade Village 
Residents Association; Rebecca White, Principal at Hebron-Harman Elementary School; Kerry Bixler, 
Anne Arundel Community College Parenting Center; and the Community Foundation of Anne Arundel 
County all spoke passionately about their support for a Promise Neighborhood at Meade Village. 
 
Mr. Caruthers noted that there appears to be some conflict in that the goal is to get people to leave 
Meade Village, but you need them to stay to receive the services.  Ms. Jordan responded that the first 
two years provides baseline data and the intent would be to track these families. 
 
The Chief Administrative Officer for People’s Community Health Center indicated the Center will be 
supportive of the project once an MOU is signed by the parties. 
 
North Arundel Cultural Preservation Society (no one was present to make a presentation) 
 



YWCA 
 
Molly Knipe, Executive Director, made a presentation requesting $250,000 toward a $2.5 million project 
cost to construct a new and expanded safe house domestic abuse shelter.  Ten percent of clients 
served are from the area within a three-mile radius of MD Live casino and they are requesting 10% of 
the total project cost from the LDC.  The Governor’s FY 2015 Capital Budget contains $1 million for the 
YWCA domestic violence shelter. 
 
YWCA operates the only domestic violence safe house shelter in Anne Arundel County.  They currently 
serve 300, half of which are children.  The average stay is 30-60 days.  The YWCA operates in 
partnership with Anne Arundel Community College and Anne Arundel Public Schools.  Delegate Beidle 
spoke in support of the project. 
 
BWI Partnership 
 
Nancy Huggins provided a progress report in connection with a transportation assessment to be 
conducted by BWI Partnership with FY 2014 LDC grant funds.  BWI Partnership has hired Kramer and 
Associates for public engagement, has been meeting with LDC members, and is reviewing regional 
transportation reports and plans.  They will submit an initial report in April and a final report in Summer 
2014. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Vicki Fleming, Village of Dorchester, asked whether the LDC was changing its grant guidelines to 
require that services are provided by Anne Arundel County businesses.  Mr. Caruthers responded that 
it is preferred, but not required. 
 
A representative of Hands of Hope publicly thanked the LDC for its FY 2014 Community Grant award. 
 
 
Mr. Caruthers noted that Rusty Bristow and Lore Peterson would make a recommendation for the FY 
2015 Budget to include a parks project. 
 
Barbara Wilkins noted that the FY 2015 revenues for local impact aid to Anne Arundel County are 
estimated to be $17 million, an amount lower than FY 2014. 
 
 
The next meeting of the LDC is February 20, 2014 at 6:30pm in the Harmans Community Room at the 
Arundel Mills Mall.  Meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm.   
 
Minutes submitted by:  Barbara Wilkins 
 
 
 
   


