
ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY LOCAL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL  
MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 19, 2013 MEETING 

Harmans Community Room, Arundel Mills 
  

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Michael Caruthers at 6:33 p.m.  
  
Members present were: 

1. Michael Caruthers 
2. Donzella Parker Bert 
3. “Rusty” Bristow 
4. Gene Condon 
5. Lore Peterson 
6. Fran Schmidt 
7. Senator Ed DeGrange 
8. Delegate Ted Sophocleus.   

 
Also present:  Barbara Wilkins, Anne Arundel County Legislative Liaison Officer; and Candy Fontz, 
Community & Constituent Services Liaison. 
  
Chairman Caruthers welcomed attendees and provided a recap of the previous meeting. 
  
John Hammond, Anne Arundel County Budget Officer, provided a detailed update on the FY2014 
County Budget and LDC funding recommendations.  The funding recommendations were reviewed by 
the County Executive and ultimately approved by the County Council.  He stated that People’s Health 
received the entire $1.9 million requested ($1.4 million appropriated from FY 2013 funds and $500,000 
appropriated in FY 2014) and $500,000 for the Anne Arundel County Public Library were earmarked for 
the Provinces branch.  Further, $3 million in capital funding for systems renovations was appropriated 
for Meade High School, rather than appropriating $1.5 million in operating funds for secondary 
education which become part of the Maintenance of Effort funding requirements. 
 
The Department of Public Works (DPW) will attend the next LDC meeting to explain what transportation 
projects are needed in the area which could be funded with the $1.5 million from the FY 2014 
transportation/public safety contingency fund.  
 
Deputy Chief Pam Davis and Captain Herb Hasenpusch (Western District) reported that the Police 
Department will be hiring additional Officers and hope to permanently staff the Mall and Casino area on 
a 24/7 basis in the future.  At this time, overtime is paid in order to staff Officers from 11pm until 7am 
during weeknights and 24/7 on weekends.  Overall, the Casino area has been relatively quiet.  There 
have been a few issues but they have been resolved.  There is currently discussion of opening an office 
with a visible location within Arundel Mills that would house the Community Relations Division (Bike 
Patrol, Crime Prevention, etc.).  Details will be worked out with Arundel Mills.  The recent Police 
Academy graduation provided an additional 22 Officers for the County.  These Officers were trained in 
the Academy for seven (7) months and will spend at least an additional three (3) months in a 
probationary period before being allowed to patrol individually. 
 
Dr. Michael Lyons and Ms. Helen Shakan of Meade Middle School reported that their school has the 
largest population of African-American students in the county.  Many of these students are living in 
poverty.  Their goal is to bring real life experiences and applications to students through the use of 
iPads in the classroom.  This will allow them to focus on technology rather than poverty, thus creating 
21st century learners.  They plan to make a formal request to the LDC for the purchase of iPads for 
students.  After their presentation, Dr. Lyons and Ms. Shakan answered several questions from the 
audience and committee members.  They are also considering applying for funding for a marquee that 



could be shared by Meade Middle School and Meade High School.  LDC members recommended that 
they submit separate applications for these two proposed items. 
 
Mr. D. Lancaster of the Chesapeake Science Point Charter School provided an overview of the school, 
students and their achievements.  Mr. Lancaster stated that he is interested in building a gymnasium in 
order to comply with Maryland State requirements.  The building costs, along with approximately 
$800,000 in loans have prompted Chesapeake Science Point officials to consider applying for a one-
time LDC grant.  After his presentation, Mr. Lancaster answered several questions from the audience 
and committee members.   
 
LDC discussed the grant application process.  It was agreed that we should consider rewriting the grant 
application and also consider placing a cap on grant request amounts.  The total amount to be 
allocated for FY 2014 Community Grant Awards is $250,000.  Grants in excess of the cap would then 
be listed as a line item.  If this issue is approved, it should be clearly posted on the website.  This item 
will be discussed in greater detail in the future. 
 
It was stated that applicants had a difficult time gathering all of the details required.  Therefore, a 
suggestion was made to create a check sheet for applicants. 
 
All applications utilizing contractors require the submission of two (2) bids. 
 
The current application deadline is October 31, 2013.  Anne Arundel County has requested that the 
deadline be extended to November 30, 2013 in an effort to streamline the grant process timeline.  LDC 
agreed to extend the deadline to November 30, 2013 and that change will be made to the LDC website. 
 
Organizations submitting an application should be encouraged to find an advocate on the LDC Board 
who has knowledge of the organization and its mission. 
 
The next LDC meeting will be held on Thursday – October 3rd – at 6:30pm in the Harmans Community 
Room at the Arundel Mills Mall. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:08pm. 
 
 
Minutes submitted by:  Candy Fontz 
 
 
 
   


