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Anne Arundel County Public Library 
Life Expanded

 Ensure school readiness through early literacy

 Foster community engagement

 Connect residents with technology

 Create welcoming, accessible and functional spaces

 Market library services to all residents



Library Service 
Areas

 Each library is assigned a service 
area based on regions where the 
majority of cardholders are using 
that branch

 Census tracts were assigned to 
branches based on active (within 
the past 12 months) customer 
usage data



Regional Library 
Service Areas
 Northern

Glen Burnie Regional Library

 Southern
Annapolis Regional Library

 Western
Odenton Regional Library

Facilities Master Plan Overview



Severn Community Library



Severn Community Library 



Severn Community Library 



Linthicum Community Library



Characteristics of Surrounding 
Community: Linthicum

 Linthicum Library Service Area (2010 Census 
information)
 21,000 residents
 33% of households have children (11th highest of all 15 

library service areas in Anne Arundel County)
 Risk Index = #7 out of 15 library services areas
 92% passed 2013 3rd grade MSA Reading 
 5% poverty rate among households with children
 8% speak a language other than English at home



Characteristics of Surrounding 
Community: Severn

 Severn Library Service Area (2010 Census information)
 38,000 residents
 42% of households have children (the HIGHEST of all 15 

library service areas in Anne Arundel County)
 Risk Index = #4 out of 15 library services areas
 83% passed 2013 3rd grade MSA Reading 
 5% poverty rate among households with children
 17% speak a language other than English at home



Characteristics of Surrounding 
Community: Severn

 Military community

 Lack of access to high speed internet/computers
 1 in 13 kids doesn’t have access to computer

 Area median income- $58,643 compared to $73,538 
(statewide)

 School readiness issues

 English as a Second Language



Services Provided at Severn Library 
in FY 2015

 131,445 customers served in FY 2015
 7% increase over 2014
 12% increase over 2013

 177,029 items circulated
 Nearly 7% increase over 2013

 Educational programs for children, teens and adults

 Internet, computer services
 40,856 sessions per year
 Roughly 10,000 users 



Special Features of Severn 
Community Library

 Military Family collection
 Books for people in all stages of their 
military career from the ASVAB test 
to post enlistment
 Materials for military spouses and children

 Common Access Card Reader
 Allows military customers to securely access
their DoD email and service-related online 
resources.

 Two community meeting rooms

 High rate of new card sign ups

 Walking distance to three public schools
 Meade Middle and High
 MacArthur Middle 

 Early literacy programming

 Monthly STEM programming 



Modern Library Services
(A Sampling)

 Serving as a community gathering place

 Providing a quiet, safe space

 Offering investing and small business services

 Showcasing tax preparation, tutoring, legal and health 
resources

 Delivering assistance applying for services, jobs

 Featuring grant resources



Customer Needs in 
County Libraries

 In their libraries, the residents of Anne Arundel County 
want:
 More space to display materials on easy-to-reach shelving
 Additional public computers with adequate working space on 

either side
 Comfortable furniture for reading and conversing
 Additional meeting room space for community groups and 

businesses
 Increased space for teens’ and children’s areas
 New vending areas
 Space for tutoring and small group collaborative workspaces
 Technology to improve efficiency



Additional Needs for Severn
 Technology improvements
 More computers
 More devices to lend

 Improved teen area
 Higher percentage of teen users than other branches

 Improved children’s area 
 Children’s materials more popular than adult
 Increased programming 



Anne Arundel County Public Library



"I love everything about my 
library. When I was young it 
was my baby-sitter. Now it is 
my companion, joy and hope. 
You librarians, as young folks 

say, rock!"

"It's the heartbeat of the 
community…"

“It’s a good place to hang out 
and stay out of trouble!”“The computers at the library 

have helped me get my life 
back on track!”

“It has helped 
instill a love of 
reading in my 

kids.”

What Customers are Saying about 
Anne Arundel County Libraries



Lasting Impressions

“Whatever the cost of our libraries, the price is cheap 
compared to that of an ignorant nation.”

-- Walter Cronkite


