
 
  

 
 
 

Anne Arundel County  
Veterans Affairs Commission Meeting 

September 14, 2016; 6PM 
 

Revised  
 
Meeting started at 6:00PM in County Executive Constituent Services Room in the Arundel 
Center.  
 
The Chair, Tim Mennuti opened the meeting and welcomed two new members appointed by 
County Executive, Terry and Kathleen. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
 
A roundtable of introductions ensued and commissioners discussed the projects that they are 
working on. 
 
County Executive Remarks 
Chief of Staff Diane Croghan began the remarks. She described how all of the Boards and 
Commissions are met with once a year by the County Executive and relevant staff. The purpose 
of these meetings is to open lines of communication in regard to projects, goals and future 
endeavors. Croghan stressed the County Executive’s desire for diversity in all aspects of county 
government.  
 
County Executive Steve Schuh discussed revamping boards and commissions from the 
beginning of his administration. He mentioned that he wanted to have a closer relationship with 
boards and commissions, and noted that he saw that the Veterans Affairs Commission (VAC) 
was operating to satisfaction.  
 
Schuh stressed the importance of each board and commission to have a mission statement, and 
stated that the VAC is very clear about its mission. Schuh is working with the Office of Law to 
get them all codified. Additionally, it was stressed the advisory role of this board and 
commission. This is beneficial to him. He also suggested that the VAC keep the legislature 
advised as well. Public awarenesss, the process for introducing any necessary legislation, as well 
as proper representation of county government were also discussed.  
 
Schuh finalized his remarkes with a discussion on requirements for boards and commissions, 
especially meeting frequency per year minimum and the annual report. The VAC is currently 
fulfilling all obligations. Schuh also mentioned increased departmental access, and adding the 
VAC where possible. He noted that Bob Leib, Special Assistant for Military and Veterans 



Affairs, is an excellent contact for this. This can be used in regard to the coordination of any 
public relations/announcements as well as the use of social media and other channels. 
 
Veterans Court Update 
Unfortunately, Chris Flynn was unable to attend this evening’s meeting. He did provide the 
Commission with an update prior to the meeting and stated that he had recently met with an 
AACO judge and is continuing to move forward to set it up. No date set yet but the program is 
alive. Commission reviewed how veteran’s court would work. We will ask Flynn for a more in 
depth update for next meeting.  
 
Department of Aging and Disabilities Veteran’s Pilot Program – Pam Jordan 
Commission guest, Pam Jordan, Director of the Department of Aging for Anne Arundel County, 
discussed how her department serves the 55+ as well as the 18+ with disabilities communities. 
She emphasized that the department serves people of all means, and not just of low means. She is 
here at the Veterans Affairs Commission to talk about a new program – Veterans Directed Home 
and Community Based Program – and the goal of this is to help people stay in their homes. The 
Program is able to help veterans with up to $2800 a month. The program helps them set up a 
budget and identify needs, such as getting them a motorized wheelchair, Depends diapers, or in 
home aid for cooking and showers. Currently, 4 vets have been approved for participation, and 
the program is about to take on a 5th. There is monthly monitoring of the participants.  
 
The program works with a social worker/case worker from the VA contacting the AACo 
Department of Aging and Disabilities and would recommend a person an individual for the 
program. This program is federally funded, the money goes from the feds to the states and then 
the county is reimbursed. Questions were addressed about the screening process, caps on 
reimbursement as well as utilizing the VA as the first tier, and then this program as a secondary 
tier. Pam Jordan provided a contact in her office for this program – Trisha Blaser (410) 222-0238 
program manager. Pam expressed that she would love to be part of the VAC EXPO as an 
exhibitor and would like to work with the commission to get word out about the EXPO and 
further promote it. Commissioners generally discussed ride options, how veterans can use Aging 
and Disabilities ride programs to get to hospitals for treatment, and how to go about obtaining a 
ramp for a family. Oct 15th disability awareness day at the Annapolis mall – invited the group  
 
VAC EXPO – Bob and Ken 
Bob informed the group that Annapolis High School will allow the Veterans Affairs Commission 
to utilize their cafeteria either 22nd or 29th of April – they are waiting on us to let them know. 
Curtis, George, Brian and Martin all volunteered for the subcommittee to plan the EXPO. Ken 
will be contacting members regarding the subcommittee meeting date. 
Ken briefed the group on the progress of the EXPO. Newspaper advertising and other forms of 
getting the word out were discussed. It was also suggested that the Veteran’s Affairs 
Commission utilize church groups for outreach.  Ken stressed getting as much done prior to the 
holiday season to position this project as best as possible. It was mentioned that speakers could 
or exhibitors do presentations/workshops.  A commission email was also created to avoid 
commissioners from using personal emails during this process with outside organizations and 
individuals, which will allow advertising/communications to come across as more trustworthy. 
This email has not been used in a while and is inactive. Bob agreed to handle this situation and 



work with the County IT in order to reactivate it.  The email information will be provided at a 
later date. The purpose and frequency of the EXPO were addressed – the group stressed the 
notion of being the conduit from services to veterans, communicating all of the services, 
benefits, and opportunities in the county. Communication is important (for the EXPO and 
generally). Specific groups and services will draw people, so knowing providers prior may lead 
to more successful advertising. Some expressed concerns about the lack of refreshments for 
drawing people. A discussion of food sponsorship and timing, such as with Mission BBQ, 
followed.  
 
April 22nd was decided on as the date for the EXPO, it was confirmed that this does not conflict 
with spring break.  
 
 
For the Good of the Order 
 
The group discussed Kathleen’s article. She requested edits and recommendations. Additionally, 
veteran student help was discussed. Some loan forgiveness programs did not make sense for 
those almost finished with their studies, as it requires a minimum number of years.  
 
The website was also discussed. It needs further updating to ensure successful outreach.  
 
In final remarks, the commission discussed Schuh’s diversity goals, in regards to working 
beyond the classifications of sex and location to include age, and a variety of military operations 
that members were part of. The discussed goal is to bring in veterans from Iraq/Afghanistan 
conflicts, which would generally be young people. 
 
Next meeting date: Wednesday November 16th at 6:00pm 
 
 


