
 

Odenton Town Center Advisory Committee 

Western District Police Station 

8273 Telegraph Road, Odenton, MD  

September 27, 2016 

Meeting Notes 

 
 

Members Present:  Steve Randol (Acting chair), Gordon Groven, Ed Keohane, Kim Madore 

Ex Officio Members:  Claire Louder 

Members Absent:  Courtney Spangler, Matthew Korbelak, Paulette McCree, Bruce McPherson, 

Antonio Pimentel, Mary Burkholder  

Visitors:  Jason Schwier, Kara Giummo 

County Staff:  Mark Wildonger 

 

Administrative items: 

The meeting was called to order at 6:45pm.  Steve assumed acting chair for the meeting.  Seeing 

a quorum was not reached, the Committee decided to continue the meeting and hear the sign 

modification presentation on the agenda.  Steve recommended the Committee could then ratify a 

recommendation at the October meeting.  The agenda was approved as circulated.  There were 

two changes to the draft August minutes, add “Dave Helmecki” as a “Visitor” and change “5’” to 

“4’” at the bottom of page one. 

Developer Presentation:  Pet Supplies Plus (Kara Giummo) 

Kara said Pet Supplies Plus plans to move into the Odenton Shopping Plaza.  They are proposing 

a façade sign that is larger than what is allowed, but is in proportion to the other business signs 

located in the shopping center.  The sign will have 3.5’ tall letters and will be 142.41 square feet.  

Based on Chapter 4, Section 8.3.ii of the Master Plan, the business is allowed a façade sign of 

108.8’ square feet (64’ wide x 17’ high façade * 10% = 108.8 square feet). 

Steve asked if the sign would contain a logo.  Kara explained the sign will be just letters.  She 

clarified the sign appears to be off center, but is in fact centered to their leased space.  There is a 

smaller store front adjacent to theirs.  They Committee noted the entire space was formerly a 

CVS that has now been divided into two spaces, at roughly a 60/40 split with Pet Supplies Plus 

occupying the larger of the two spaces. 

Claire noted the West County Chamber of Commerce Economic Development Committee will 

be forming a sign committee to develop recommendations regarding the sign regulations in the 

Master Plan given the high number of modifications and burden to businesses. 

She also shared how the owners of the former People’s Community Health Center building on 

Odenton Road are facing problems in finding a suitable tenant due to a lack of permitted uses 



allowed in Block 10 of the Historic District.  The concern is the property is now zoned 

residential which is not a feasible use given the existing building. 

The Committee asked about other Pet Supplies Plus locations.  Kara shared they have over 330 

locations in 26 states.  Steve added the growth of Ft. Meade should encourage more economic 

development and the pet supply business fills an important niche in the area. 

Claire asked Kara if they took any traffic counts.  Kara will follow up. 

Public Questions/Comments: 

None 

General public comment: 

Jason Schwier provided a few updates regarding traffic in the Town Center Commons 

neighborhood.  He said the County has begun the Hale Street study by installing a traffic counter 

and speed sensor.  He will share the results when they become available.  He added he is starting 

to see a decrease in vehicles not stopping at the stop sign.  He said the State Highway 

Administration has also begun a traffic study at the Town Center Boulevard and MD 175 

intersection.  He has observed that people are now waiting to make left hand turns onto MD 175, 

rather than cutting off vehicles that have the right way coming straight through the intersection. 

Jason shared he received a notice from Novus announcing gym memberships.  Memberships 

start at $500 per person or $600 for two people.  Mark will follow up with a contact from West 

32 to confirm their price.  Steve and Ed suggested other facilities in the area, like the YMCA.  

Jason said he is aware of the other facilities, but they are not walkable, which is the intent of the 

Odenton Town Center. 

Jason noted there are MARC commuters who are parking on the neighborhood roads, 

specifically the Town Center Boulevard stub and along Hale Street.  Claire suggested he and 

other residents call the police to ticket the vehicles. 

Claire provided an update of the public common concept plan.  County staff and partners have 

been looking for an area in the Core that would be easily accessible and more visible to residents 

and visitors.  The County has partnered with the University of Maryland to have a class develop 

a concept plan for an approximately three acre site along Nevada Avenue.  The goal is to have 

the concept plan finished by December with at least one presentation to the Committee between 

October and December.  The library site, as proposed in the Master Plan, is not off the table.  

There may be an opportunity to develop both sites into a park, depending on constraints like 

wetlands and topography found at the library site.  Steve asked if there would be a performance 

space.  Mark and Claire said the students will solicit ideas during a future committee meeting. 

Claire mentioned the Chamber is working with the owners of Academy Yard to install a 

temporary public art display along their fence on MD 170.  They will partner with the local 

school’s National Art Honor Society with the theme being Odenton history. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:12pm.  The next meeting is scheduled for October 25, 2016. 


