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Odenton Town Plan Advisory Committee 

Western District Police Station 

8273 Telegraph Road, Odenton, MD  

June 28, 2016 

Meeting Notes 

 
 

Members Present:  Gordon Groven, Matthew Korbelak, Paulette McCree, Bruce McPherson, 

Antonio Pimentel, Steve Randol 

Ex Officio Members:  Claire Louder and Mary Burkholder (both absent) 

Members Absent:  Courtney Spangler (Chair), Ed Keohane, Kim Madore 

Visitors:  Tara Penders, Thomas Sand, Jason Schwier, Jonathan Williams, Harry Sinclair, Stuart 

Title, Glenn Gunter, Rickey Kinard, Claudia Barber, Ann Kenard 

County Staff:  Mark Wildonger, Mike Fox 

 

Administrative Items: 

The meeting was called to order at 6:32 p.m.  Due to Courtney’s absence, Steve assumed acting 

chair responsibilities.  The agenda and minutes were approved as circulated.  Paulette mentioned 

she inquired about the use of amenities by the public at West 32, but has not heard back. 

 

Overview and Status of MD 175 Improvements (Tara Penders - SHA) 

Tara introduced herself as the regional planner for Anne Arundel County and Howard County.  

In 2012, SHA completed the planning study and the NEPA process along MD 175 from MD 295 

to MD 170.  Improvements were identified up to 30%, allowing project initiation.  Since then, a 

series of projects have begun. 

 

Intersection improvements and widening at MD 175/MD713 and MD175/Disney Road were 

completed in the Fall of 2014 at a cost of $14.6 million.  Prior to that, MD 175 was widened 

from MD 713 to just about the MD 295 interchange by the developer. 

 

A project for the intersections of MD175/Charter Oaks Blvd./Mapes Rd. and MD 175/Reece Rd. 

began in the Fall of 2014 and estimated to completed in 2018 and will cost $18.9 million.  Utility 

conflicts, which have now been resolved, caused delays. 

 

The widening of MD 175 between Disney Rd. and Reece Rd., otherwise known as the “gap” 

project was advertised today.  The project will expand MD 175 to six lanes with a sidewalk on 

the north side and a 10’ shared use path on the south side.  The project, with a total cost of $27.9 

million, will in part be funded by a federal TIGER grant ($10 million).  The project is estimated 

to be completed in the Fall of 2020.  Mobilization for construction may begin this Fall, with 

construction commencing in Spring 2017. 

In January 2016, the Governor announced funding for reconstruction of the MD 198/MD 295 

interchange.  This project is currently funded $2.0 million for design only.  If funded for 

construction, it is slated for advertisement in 2018 and completion in 2021. 
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Engineering is underway for the MD 175 from National Business Parkway to McCarron Court 

road widening project.  The road is currently two lanes and will be expanded to six lanes (with 

bicycle and pedestrian facilities), as well as a reconfiguration of the ramps at the MD 295 

interchange to create signalized left turns at MD 175.  Construction will begin in 2019. 

 

In the Spring of 2016, design for the widening of MD 175 between Mapes Rd./Charter Oaks 

Blvd. and MD 32 began.  Due to the MD 32 overpass and ramps, the end point still needs to be 

determined. 

 

Tara noted that despite the whole corridor taken to 30% design, stormwater management 

requirements changed, so certain elements of the project need to be revisited. 

 

A planning study for MD198 to provide four lanes with bicycle and pedestrian improvements is 

now complete at a cost of $3.5 million.  The study took longer than anticipated due to National 

Park Service approval.  The first phase of intersection improvements is in the design phase. 

 

MD 175 between MD 32 and MD 170 will remain as four lanes due to the TOD at the MARC 

station and the desired pedestrian character.  Some intersection road improvements are 

anticipated, but most improvements will be for bicycle and pedestrian facilities.  Matthew noted 

the bridge across the railroad tracks is a constraint and that, despite there being a sidewalk, it 

does not feel safe.  The transition of MD 175 from six lanes to four lanes will occur near 

Baldwin Rd.  Steve clarified MD 170 is not part of the scope.  Steve raised concerns that MD 

170 north from MD 175 may be dangerous because it goes from four lanes to two.  Steve was 

also concerned that traffic on Piney Orchard is worsening.  Tara explained the BRAC expansion 

necessitated the need for these transportation projects. 

 

Mike noted the County’s Grid Streets project will help alleviate traffic in the Core area. 

 

Harry asked why the Sappington Station Road roundabout is only one lane when it was initially 

planned for two.  Tara was unsure of the decision to make it one.  Mike thought it was because 

two lanes were unsafe.  The Committee agreed there were several accidents once the roundabout 

opened. 

 

Gordon said MD 32 is often a parking lot during rush hour and commuters use MD 175 as a cut 

through. 

 

Tara added that a flyover was studied as a potential solution to the MD 198/MD 32 intersection.  

These transportation projects are prioritized.  MD 198 is a priority for Anne Arundel County and 

SHA.  MD 32 is on the list, but is not currently funded. 

 

Mark asked what the design of the road would look like along MD 175 under the MD 32 

overpass.  Tara said she will look into it. 

 

Public Questions/Comments: 
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A member of the community asked if there would be any intersection improvements at Town 

Center Boulevard and MD 175.  Tara explained they are waiting on MDOT to study that area as 

part of the TOD.  The Grid Streets study will not provide recommendations for the intersection.  

This will be done as part of the TOD project.  A transportation study shows the intersection is 

already at capacity.  Several community members said the intersection is becoming more busy 

and as a result less pedestrian friendly.  They would like to see this intersection designed with 

better safety measures and elevated to a priority. 

 

Tara said they are also looking at pedestrian issues related to temporary parking lots that will be 

developed when the parking garage is constructed at the MARC train station parking.  She 

recommended reaching out to the State District Office for an operations study of the intersection.  

A community member suggested that even alternating traffic flow through the timing of the 

signals might mitigate the problem.  Tara will pass the request on. 

 

Harry said Town Center Boulevard was not identified on the handout provided by Tara.  She 

noted that it is being built by a developer and not in their scope of work. 

 

A question was raised about the design of MD 175 west of MD 295, specifically how the road 

would narrow from six lanes to two lanes.  Tara said the State is in continuous talks with the 

County on what needs to happen.  Antonio asked if there would be any improvements along MD 

175 at the shopping center just west of Rockenbach Rd. due to the difficulty of making a left 

hand turn onto MD 175 west.  He suggested a signal, but Tara thought access management 

would be difficult based on other signals in the area.  Glenn added there is a subdivision and 

commercial component being developed on the north side of MD 175 which will create 

additional traffic. 

 

Johnathan asked if there is a process to keep the Odenton gateway signs (located along MD 170 

and Sappington Station Road) maintained.  He also asked how to add a gateway sign along MD 

175 from the west.  Tara said she would pass his request to Chris Weber, the project manager for 

the area.  Johnathan’s point is to see how the brand can be integrated into the area. 

 

A community member asked if the sidewalks along 1566 – 1584 Annapolis Rd in north Odenton 

would be expanded.  Mark explained the sidewalk would be expanded when the developer of the 

site plans to redevelop the property.  The community member also mentioned there was a tree 

branch hanging in the MD 175 right of way which needs to be trimmed.  Tara will forward the 

request. 

 

General Public Comment: 

A member of the public asked if there were any plans for public green space in the short term.  

Mark said OPZ is looking into what amenities are available for the public to use at some of the 

local private developments.  The issue of pedestrian safety along Hale Street was raised given the 

new residential developments.  Johnathan announced an open invitation to join the West County 

Chamber of Commerce to discuss and identify sidewalks/intersections that need to be improved.  

The next meeting will be held July 26
th

 at 10:30 at the West County Chamber of Commerce 
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Conference Room at 8385 Piney Orchard Parkway.  Johnathan emphasized the need to share a 

common voice/priorities to share with the County decision makers. 

 

Mark announced the bi-annual DPW OTC Capital Projects meeting has been rescheduled for 

June 30
th

 at 9:00am in the Marley Conference Room located at 2662 Riva Road, Annapolis.  

Committee members are welcome to attend. 

 

The Committee thanked Tara for presenting and the meet was adjourned at 7:33.  The next 

meeting is scheduled for July 26, 2016. 
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