
 
 

ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY 
ETHICS COMMISSION 

 
 
      September 12, 2007 
 
Via Electronic Mail and Hand-Delivery 
 
Mr. Robert F. Scholz, Chairman 
Mr. Robert Hahn, Executive Director 
Members of the State Ethics Commission 
45 Calvert Street, 3rd Floor 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
 
      RE:  Anne Arundel County Bill 59-07 
 
Dear Mr. Sholz, Mr. Hahn, and Members of the State Ethics Commission: 
 
 On Tuesday, September 4, 2007, the Anne Arundel County Council enacted Bill 
59-07, a copy of which is enclosed. This bill, which amends the Anne Arundel County 
Public Ethics Law, §§7-5-101 and 7-5-102, was enacted after an opinion issued by the 
county ethics commission led to the filing of a lawsuit against the county, the police 
chief, and the county ethics commission.  The opinion, AO-07-21, which is also enclosed, 
was the latest in a line of opinions dealing with related secondary employment issues.   
 
 According to the Anne Arundel County Charter, §1001A(b)(1), the Anne Arundel 
County Public Ethics Law “shall contain the provisions required by the Maryland Public 
Ethics Law.”  Section 1001A(b)(4) provides that the county’s ethics law “must receive 
the approval of the State Ethics Commission as meeting the local government 
requirements of the Maryland Public Ethics Law.” 
 
 Pursuant to Charter §1001A(d), the Anne Arundel County Ethics Commission 
reviewed this legislation when it was introduced and reported its findings and 
recommendations to the county council and the county executive.  That report is also 
enclosed for your information. 
 
 As the agency charged with administering the ethics law, pursuant to the Charter, 
§1001B(a), the ethics commission is providing you with this information for your 
consideration.  Please review the enclosed information and advise whether this legislation 
complies with state law.   If you need any further information, please contact me.  I 



would be happy to meet with you to discuss the concerns set forth in the commission’s 
report or to address any other issues of interest to you.   
 
      Sincerely, 
        
       /s/ 
      Betsy K. Dawson 
      Executive Director 
Enclosures 
 
 
Cc: Jonathan Hodgson 
 County Attorney 
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