
 
Anne Arundel County 

Ethics Commission  
 

      April 27, 2011 
 
By Electronic Mail Only 
The Honorable Richard B. “Dick” Ladd, Chairman 
And Members of the Anne Arundel County Council 
44 Calvert Street, 1st Floor 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
 
Dear Chairman Ladd and Members of the Anne Arundel County Council:   
 
 On behalf of the Anne Arundel County Ethics Commission, I am writing to express its continuing 
concern about the status of the police secondary employment exemption from the ethics law that was 
codified as §7-5-102(b)(5) and (6) through the enactment of Bill 59-07.   
  
 Despite the county administration’s unsuccessful efforts, through the introduction of House Bill 
651, to retroactively validate this law, the fact remains that this provision was disapproved by the State 
Ethics Commission.  The Anne Arundel County Charter, §1001A(b)(4), requires that the county’s ethics 
law must “receive the approval of the State Ethics Commission as meeting the local government 
requirements of the Maryland Public Ethics Law.” 
 
 The ethics commission was surprised and dismayed to learn of the introduction of HB 651 from 
interested citizens, without the courtesy of being informed about the bill by the county administration or 
the county council, especially in view of the letter sent to you by the ethics commission on December 14, 
2010, requesting that you repeal Bill 59-07.  Instead of responding to that letter, the council submitted a 
letter to the county delegation in support of this legislation, again without the courtesy of informing the 
ethics commission.  Together, these actions seem surprisingly secretive and bespeak a lack of regard for 
the value of open government and public debate. 
 
 Regardless of your position on the subject of police officers moonlighting in facilities with liquor 
and bingo licenses, entities over which the police department exercises authority, the ethics commission 
believes that ignoring the Charter’s express mandate undermines the legislative purpose underlying the 
ethics law, namely, to assure the public that the “impartiality and independent judgment of County 
officials and employees will be maintained.”   
 
 For these reasons, the ethics commission again encourages you to comply with the Anne Arundel 
County Charter by repealing Bill 59-07.   
 
      The Anne Arundel County Ethics Commission 
  
      /s/   
      
     Carol S. Lewnes 
     Chairperson 
 
Cc:  Robert A. Hahn, Executive Director, State Ethics Commission 
 The Honorable John R. Leopold, County Executive 
 Judy Holmes, Administrative Officer, Anne Arundel County Council 


