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ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY 
Clergy Advisory Council 

September 7, 2016, 9:00 am to 10:20 am 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
Attendees: David Whitney, Stephanie Evans, Philip Pohl, Aamir Sheikh, Bob Parsley, Bill Hathaway, Carissa Surber, Justin 
Bieler, Tom Parlett, Wendy Dykeman, Mike Routh, Rev. Robert Stevens, Ryan Sirmons, Trevin Koekzema, Stephen Mitchell, 
Karen Johnson, Daryl Foster, Pam Brown, Catherine Gray, Jen Corbin, Becky Asher, Nancy Schrum, Bishop Larry Lee Thomas 

ACTION ITEMS ARE IN BOLD 

Opening Remarks (Bishop Larry Lee Thomas) 
 
Meeting began at 9:00 a.m., Wednesday, September 7, 2016 at the Arundel Center, Room 161, 
Annapolis, Maryland. 
Bishop Thomas opened meeting, welcomed attendees and guests. 
Introductions went around the table. 
 
Update from County Executive Office (Nancy Schrum) 
 
Homelessness 

 Nancy Schrum discussed the issue of homelessness within the County. Social Services and 
Mobile Crisis were recently active visiting homeless camps. There were no deaths in the 
heatwave that occurred this summer.  

 Justin Bieler from the Department of Social Services reported that on August 24th DSS worked 
with Partnership for Children Youth and Families on a homeless survey. Initial reports indicated 
that there are over 100+ people in the streets of the County (and he assured the group that they 
did not find everyone so the actual number is higher). He also discussed a successful running of 
the winter relief program this year where numbers decreased. 

 
Community of Hope 

 Carnitra White of DSS and Pam Brown of Partnership for Children, Youth and Families are 
working with Community of Hope, based in Brooklyn Park, and are attempting to identify 
community partners to increase the number of people that can be helped.  

 Pam Brown discussed the needs assessment conducted for Anne Arundel County. This 
assessment indicated that certain areas of the community are far worse off, such as 26.5% in 
Brooklyn Park as compared to 6.4% to the County in general with poverty. Community of Hope, 
founded by the Kasey Family Foundation, was further discussed. The two primary purposes are to 
shine light on areas of need, the places with higher needs and fewer resources, and engaging the 
communities of need with the people who live there; a community center for this area is a focus 
for this year.  

 
Nancy Schrum gave a brief announcement regard the Not My Child Presentation, which is a panel geared 
toward substance abuse and connects treatment providers with citizens. There have been 78 heroin 
fatalities and 477 police calls for heroin overdose. There will be a presentation at Severna Park High 
School on September 29th. She indicated that she would circulate a flyer for this event, and asked 
that the group members share this information with their parishes, congregations, and faith 
groups.  
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Committee Section (Bishop Larry Lee Thomas) 
 
Bishop Thomas discussed the process of the group going forward. The last meeting was in May where 
officers and committees were discussed. He stated that the members of the Clergy Advisory Council were 
selected by the County Council. They should look into how the faith community can assist the 
government and vice versa.  The sharing of information in regard to resources between all is of the utmost 
importance. He reiterated that all appointments term to December 2018, and that he wants to create a 
stronger direction for the group as to avoid a “fizzle out”.  He asked for a volunteer to perform the role of 
Secretary. There were no volunteers and the role defaulted to Kelsey Kenealy, County Executive staff, to 
record minutes for the council’s quarterly meetings. 
 
Nancy asked for all members to provide a list of their outreach efforts, and the number of people 
being reached, so that it can be compiled into a master list.  It was noted that this was requested at the 
previous meeting, but not all group members provided a list. A discussion ensued amongst members 
about existing groups who may be better suited to take on projects of this nature. The Coalition to End 
Homelessness and the Coalition of Benevolence in the greater Annapolis area, as well as the City of 
Annapolis, have a list resources and connections to other groups. The Crofton Christian group, which has 
been operating for years, has an extensive network as well   It was noted that multiple members of the 
Clergy Advisory Council are part of these groups already. It was suggested that churches and faith groups 
inform each other of offered services so that they can successfully direct someone to where they can get 
help. 
 
Nancy discussed the Resource Directory held by the County, and stated that it is in proofreading phase at 
the moment, and additional outreach efforts sent in by members of this group would ensure correctness 
and totality. Bishop suggested that a committee be formed to take on this task. Tom Parlett will head the 
committee for information gathering, and see which ones are open to the idea of pooling resources. 
 
 
Clarification of Clergy Advisory Council 
 
The question was asked if the Advisory Council can provide moral/faith suggestions to the actions of the 
County Executive, and act as a true advisory board.  
 
The group ensued a discussion about tangible versus intangible committee actions. A member brought up 
the topic of mental health and helping elderly patrons with Alzheimers. A conference was also briefly 
mentioned. The conversation returned to the purpose of the group, and the question of whether it is 
programmatic (puts in place programs to help citizens) or advisory (providing moral and faith 
perspectives). William Hathaway distributed a letter to the group that gave First Presbyterian’s advice on 
two recent topics – School Board minority representation and transgender students, as an example/test of 
the advisory potential of the group. Additional members expressed concerns regarding a programmatic 
approach, given time constraints and duplicative efforts. It was suggested that programmatic purposes 
remain with the Coalition on Homelessness and that this group direct the efforts of smaller existing 
groups to the Coalition for mass organization. This group, as it was suggested, would remain advisory in 
developing communication efforts for groups and programs that are already in existence.  
 
The consensus of the group is to focus more on moral debates to give the County Executive a faith 
perspective in his decisions.  The group began to make motion solidifying the process for generating 
topics of moral consideration.  



Page 3 of 3 
 

 
It was moved and passed that all discussion items be distributed prior to the meeting. 
 
It was moved and passed that an agenda be sent out in advance with all topics. 
 
It was moved and passed that 3 weeks prior to the meeting date is the deadline for submitting topics 
to the Chair. 
 
It was moved and passed the agenda would be distributed 1 week prior to the meeting.  
 
It was moved and passed that all agenda items would be approved prior by popular vote in order to 
create a final agenda and that this agenda would be distributed by the Chair 2 weeks prior to the 
meeting (to allow a week for voting and then distribution of the final agenda). 
 
It was moved and passed that there would be County Executive input on the agenda and that the 
Chair would be in charge of reaching out to the CE for any moral questions 4 weeks prior to the 
meeting and distributed to the group as part of the proposed agenda. 
 
The Chair suggested that all members refamilarize themselves with the Executive Order that created the 
Council.  
 
It was announced that the Coalition on Homelessness meets on October 21st at 9am in the Heritage 
Complex, 2666 Riva Road.  
 
The next meeting of the Clergy Advisory Committee is December 7, 2016. Given the motion passed 
during this meeting, the agenda creation timeline is as follows: 
 
Chair Reaches Out to CE for Agenda Discussion Items: November 9th (4 weeks prior to meeting) 
Deadline for Members to Submit Proposed Agenda Items: November 16th (3 weeks prior to meeting) 
Circulation of All Proposed Agenda Items by Chair: November 23rd (2 weeks prior to meeting) 
Members Vote on Agenda Items: November 23rd-29th (start of voting 2 weeks prior to meeting) 
Vote Tallied & Final Agenda is Distributed: Wednesday, November 30th (1 week prior to meeting)  
Clergy Advisory Committee Meeting: Wednesday, December 7th  


