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2. Use of resource data and inventories 
The County’s Office of Information Technology, 
Geographic Information Services (OIT GIS) 
group is responsible for the standardization, 
coordination, and dissemination of geographic 
information.  

Interactive mapping and geographic information 
for Anne Arundel County is available from the 
Department of Public Works web site 
(http://www.aacounty.org/DPW/Engineering/Tec
hEngineeringMaps.cfm).  The site allows users to 
view or print topographic maps, satellite imagery, 
aerial photography, water and sewer lines, fire 
hydrants and manholes, as built engineering 
record drawings for water, sewer, stormwater and 
roads, and survey monuments and reports 

CountyView and MapOptix are the County's 
Enterprise Tools for viewing geographic 
information, commonly referred to as GIS data.  
CountyView is a multi-departmental mapping 
and database query desktop application.  The 
primary goal of this application is to make it easy 
for users to access a variety of information, 
regardless of where it may reside. It enables 
County employees to retrieve mapping, image 
documents and tabular database information from 
a single system using either database text queries 
or spatial queries by selecting features on a map. 

MapOptix is a similar application that provides 
web-based intranet access to GIS data for County 
employees with a connection to the County 
network.  MapOptix is only available through the 
County Intranet and is not accessible outside the 
County via the Internet. 

The County’s planning and development review 
process uses available State and County data 
inventories of land cover, natural resource lands, 
conservation areas, protected lands and other 
environmental features.  The county has 
developed a good, comprehensive GIS-based 
data inventory including, as described in Chapter 
II, its own land cover database based on 2004 one 
meter resolution satellite imagery.  As described 
above in this Chapter, the County’s WMT links 
watershed data, scientific engineering models, 
and predictive management scenarios in a 
consistent GIS format.   

The County shares data, methods, analyses and 
results with a variety of agencies, including the 

Chesapeake Bay Program Office, state agencies 
(especially the Maryland Department of the 
Environment (MDE) as it relates to the County’s 
MS-4 NPDES permit requirements and Total 
Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs)), as well as 
other local jurisdictions, community associations, 
and scientists. 

3. Designated conservation and other 
natural resource areas 

As noted above, the County’s designated 
conservation areas are the portions of the GDP’s 
Rural Land Use that are in the RA zoning district 
including the South County Rural Legacy Area, 
the County’s open space zoning district, and the 
Resource Conservation Area portions of the 
Chesapeake Bay Critical Area (Map II-9).  These 
designated conservation areas total 
approximately 128,220 acres or almost 50 
percent of the County’s land area3.  

Development is not completely precluded in 
these conservation areas.  Based on 2004 land 
cover data, approximately 15,150 acres (12 
percent) within the designated conservation areas 
are developed.  

a. RA Zoning District  

As discussed in Chapter IV, the County’s RA 
zoning district covers approximately 80,700 
acres.  Its primary resource is agricultural land 
but natural resources are also important, 
especially forest lands, streams and floodplains.  
Several Sensitive Species Project Review Areas 
are also located in this area (Map II-4).  Areas of 
woodlands, wetlands, and floodplain are included 
in the approximately 11,500 acres of agricultural 
lands that have been protected in this area (see 
Table IV-2).  

As discussed in Chapter IV, the County 
strengthened its zoning and subdivision 
regulations in 2005 to better protect this area 
from fragmentation by development.  While 
development is still permitted, the zoned 
residential density is one dwelling unit per 20 
acres. 

                                                           
3  RA and OS zoning not in the RCA 105,509  acres 

plus RCA 22,711 acres: 128,220/264,214=48.5%.  
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b. Open Space Zoning 

Anne Arundel County’s Open Space zoning 
district comprises 100-year floodplains, wetlands, 
parkland, and other open space. Approximately 
36,750 acres are zoned open space; almost 14 
percent of the County.  A limited set of land uses 
is permitted in the Open Space district, including 
farming, for example, but excluding new 
residential development.  

c. Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Resource 
Conservation Area 

The Critical Area Resource Conservation Area 
(RCA) is extensive in Anne Arundel County 
covering approximately 22,711 acres.  RCAs are 
particularly extensive in South County along the 
Chesapeake Bay and the Patuxent River, in the 
Broadneck Peninsula and in Lake Shore (Map II-
9).  Approximately 13,700 acres (60 percent) of 
the RCA in Anne Arundel County is currently 
protected from development by ownership, 
easement, or zoning4.    

An important aspect of the County’s Critical 
Area Program is providing natural parks that give 
opportunities for people to interact with the 
environment without disturbing natural 
processes.  Natural parks in Anne Arundel 
County’s Critical Area include:  
• Patuxent River Greenway 
• Jug Bay Wetlands Sanctuary.  Environmental 

education programs here include canoe trips, 
a fish survey, pond and stream exploration, 
marsh ecology and identification of species. 

• Jack Creek Park 
• Shady Cove Natural Area 
• Back Creek Nature Park 
In addition several of the County’s regional parks 
have large natural areas including the Magothy 
Greenway (Looper property), Quiet Waters Park, 
Fort Smallwood Park, and Harry & Jeanette 
Weinberg Park. 

The state and federal governments also own land 
in the Critical Area. These include Patapsco 

                                                           
4  Parks, resource lands, agricultural easements, open 

space zoning some of which is also State or County 
owned; MET and MHT easements; and bog overlay 
zoning district. 

Valley State Park, the Patuxent Research Reserve 
and the Smithsonian Environmental Research 
Center.  These lands are discussed in more detail 
in the following section.  

d. Protected  Natural Resource Areas 

Approximately 41,350 acres of natural resource 
land in Anne Arundel County are protected, 
equivalent to approximately 16 percent of the 
County’s land area (Table V-1 and Map V-3).   

This LPPRP uses the word “protected” generally 
with the intended meaning of "protected from 
development".  While this does not always 
necessarily equate to resource protection from a 
natural resource perspective, it is a good, and, in 
many cases, essential first step.  

The County’s Recreation and Open Space 
Inventory (see Appendix B) counts 
approximately 21,700 acres of natural resource 
land under ownership by federal, state and local 
governments, a little over eight percent of the 
County’s land area.  These lands are located in 
six general areas.  Lands protected through 
conservation easements or through zoning are 
discussed in Section 4.  

i. Patuxent River Valley.  A large amount of 
land is protected along the Patuxent 
including the Patuxent Wildlife Refuge 
(8,846 acres in Anne Arundel County), Jug 
Bay Wetlands Sanctuary (1,870 acres), the 
US Air Force Globe Com Wildlife Sanctuary 
(836 acres), the Patuxent Natural Resource 
Management Area (286 acres), and a number 
of parcels that have been acquired by Anne 
Arundel County as part of the Patuxent River 
Greenway. 

The Patuxent Research Refuge’s mission is 
wildlife research but it does offer public 
recreation on its north tract (hunting, fishing, 
wildlife observation, trails, and many 
interpretive programs).  The refuge’s other 
two areas are closed to the public.  



Anne Arundel 
County

Map V - 3
Protected Natural 

Resource Lands

0 1 2 3

Miles

Data Source:  Dept of Recreation & Parks,  OECR, MET, MHT, OPZ
Map Document:  Department of Recreation and Parks C:\...\LPPRPNaturalResources.mxd

Legend
Publicly Owned Resource Lands

MD Environmental Trust Easements

Maryland Historic Trust Easements

Bog Protection Areas

OS Open Space Zoning*
* not included in layers above



Anne Arundel County Land Preservation, Parks & Recreation Plan V-11 

The National Park Service owns and 
manages the 6.25 mile Baltimore-
Washington Parkway and its associated 
forested buffer between the County line and 
MD 175. 

 

Table V-1 Protected Natural Resource Lands  

Category Acres
Under Ownership 

Anne Arundel County 3,505
City of Annapolis 471
State 4,601            

Federal 13,139
Easements (1)

Maryland Environmental Trust (2) 1,341        
Maryland Historical Trust (3) 506

Zoning
Bog protection areas (4) 867
Additional land with Open Space 
Zoning (5) 16,922

Total 41,352
Notes:  

(4) 100-foot bog protection buffer

(1) To avoid double counting, not included in the table above 
are lands under easement by local land trusts and land under 
forest conservation easements.  These lands need to be mapped. 
Some of the acreage may be land already included in the table 
under l

(2) Includes 560 acres in Crownsville owned fee simple. Total 
discounted by 50 acres for Brewer Pond Nat'l Area which is 
County owned and by 369 acres for the Looper Property, also 
County owned (both are included in Table III-4).

(3) Total discounted by 14 acres for land counted as part of 
Hancocks Resolution park and historic site. 

(5) Excluding park land and land in agricultural easements
 Sources: Appendix B; Land Trusts; MHT; Anne Arundel 
County GIS.  

 

ii. Patapsco Valley.  Patapsco Valley State 
Park.  While the park exists on both sides of 
the river, public access to the Anne Arundel 
County side is less developed compared to 
the Baltimore County and Howard County 
sides. 

iii. Lake Shore.  Protected lands in the Lake 
Shore area include the Magothy Greenway 
(Looper Property), portions of Harry & 
Jeanette Weinberg Park, Downs Park and 
Fort Smallwood Park, as well as several areas 
that are protected through the County’s bog 
protection program. 

iv. Severn Run.  The State of Maryland owns a 
number of parcels that together form the 
Severn Run Natural Environment Area 
(approximately 1,760 acres total).  The 
Scenic Rivers Land Trust (formerly the 
Severn River Land Trust) holds a number of 
conservation easements in this area (see 
below in Section 4.c).  

v. Crownsville.  The Maryland Environmental 
Trust (MET) owns approximately 560 acres 
of “residual” land at the Crownsville State 
Hospital site.  The City of Annapolis owns 
approximately 500 acres along Broad Creek 
north of Defense Highway.  Waterworks 
Park comprises approximately 45 acres of 
this property.  In addition a significant 
amount of land is protected along Bacon 
Ridge Branch and North Branch. 

vi. South County.  In addition to the protected 
lands along the Patuxent River Valley, large 
protected natural resource areas in South 
County include the Smithsonian 
Environmental Research Center on 2,600 
acres on the Rhode River, and the Franklin 
Point preserve (476 acres) owned by DNR.   
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4. Planning, Land Use Management 
Authority, Easements and Funding 

a. Land Use Management 

The County’s land use management, zoning and 
subdivision authority is a major component of its 
implementation program to achieve natural 
resource goals.  As development occurs, these 
regulations help protect sensitive resource lands.   

As discussed in Chapter IV, in May 2005 the 
County adopted comprehensive changes to its 
zoning and subdivision codes. These included 
protective zoning in the RA zoning district that 
now permits only major residential subdivisions 
at density of one dwelling unit per 20 acres.   

Sensitive resources are protected through a broad 
range of regulations and programs.  These 
include:  

• Floodplain management (Code Article 16, 
Title 1)  

- Much of the land in the County that is 
zoned open space is 100-year floodplain 
(see Maps II-3 and V-3).  Under the 
subdivision regulations (Code Article 17) 
if a subdivision contains 100-year 
floodplain that is not included in the 
subdivision open space, the developer 
must provide to the County an easement 
for access to and maintenance of the 
floodplain. 

• Grading & sediment control  (Code Article 
16, Title 2 

• Stormwater management (Code Article 16, 
Title 3)  

• Zoning regulations (Code Article 18) 

As noted above in Section B.3, 
approximately 36,750 acres are zoned open 
space, with a very limited set of land uses 
permitted. 

• Subdivision and development regulations  
(Code Article 17) 

- Chesapeake Bay Critical Area overlay 
(Code Article 17, Title 8) 

- Bog protection area overlay (Code 
Article 17, Title 9).  This set of 

regulations is somewhat unique to Anne 
Arundel County and controls discharges 
and disturbance in bogs, contributing 
streams, and contributing drainage areas. 

- Forest conservation (Code Article 17, 
Title 6 – subtitle 3). 

- Non-tidal wetlands (Code Article 17, 
Title 6 – subtitle 4). 

- Streams and stream buffers (Code Article 
17, Title 6 subtitle 4; Stormwater 
Management Practices and Procedures 
Manual, updated November, 2003). 
Under the manual, required buffers are 
based on four stream use classifications5 
with additional consideration given to the 
grade of the adjacent side slopes.  

- Steep slopes (Code Article 17, Title 6 
subtitle 4). 

• Habitats of Threatened and Endangered 
Species.  As development occurs within the 
Chesapeake Bay Critical Area, rare and 
endangered species habitat is evaluated on a 
case-by-case basis.  The County defers to the 
respective State and Federal agencies having 
regulatory responsibility for protected 
species.  

b. Funding 

The County’s Capital Budget and Program 
contains a number of natural resource land-
related projects and programs: 

• Patuxent River Greenway; approximately 
$250,000 per year (P482500). 

• Greenways; approximately $250,000 per 
year, used for small park land enhancement 
acquisitions (P400200). 

• The County’s Waterway Improvement Class 
of projects (overall funding for FY 2006 $5.6 
million) which includes a number of stream 
& ecological restoration projects such as 
stream restorations on Warehouse Creek and 
on Picture Spring Branch.   

                                                           
5  From Use I Stream (Water Contact Recreation and 

Protection of Aquatic Life to Use IV Stream 
(Recreational Trout Streams). 
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• The Department of Recreation and Parks 
allocates approximately $175,000 a year to 
shoreline erosion control for waterfront park 
land (P468700). 

Funding for natural resources land conservation 
comes from a variety of sources including 
County bonds, general funds, state and federal 
grants, and developer contributions.   

Table III-3 summarizes POS apportionments in 
the County since 1998.  Anne Arundel County 
has balanced spending on non-resource-based 
recreation, as described in Chapter III, with 
acquisition of natural resource-based lands.  
Notable recent examples include Jug Bay 
Wetlands Sanctuary, Patuxent Wetlands Park. 
South River Farm, and the Patuxent River 
Greenway.  Several of these projects also 
contribute to the County’s ecotourism 
development efforts (see below, subsection 6).  

Agricultural land preservation funds also serve to 
protect natural resource lands from development; 
as noted in Table IV-1 approximately 20 percent 
of land in farms is woodland.  As discussed in 
Chapter IV, between 2000 and 2005 the County 
committed almost $17.5 million for its 
Agricultural and Woodland Preservation 
Program, plus almost $1.3 million to the MALPF 
and Rural Legacy programs.  In addition the 
County is pursuing the Rockhold Creek Farm and 
Contee Farm acquisition projects, both of which 
contain extensive woodlands, at a cost of over 
$9.1 million.   

Some of the County’s historic sites have strong 
natural resource land-related elements and also 
contribute to the County’s ecotourism 
development efforts.  Notable projects include 
London Town House and Gardens in Edgewater 
(over $5.5 million) and Hancocks Resolution in 
Lake Shore ($0.34 million to date)6. 

                                                           
6  The State has used London Town as a site to study 
shoreline erosion controls.  

c. Easements 

Land Trusts 

Land trusts are important in Anne Arundel 
County.  They promote the protection of areas of 
environmental value through conservation 
easements and, occasionally, fee simple 
acquisition, and foster an increased 
understanding and appreciation of natural 
resources.   

The statewide Maryland Environmental Trust 
(MET) holds approximately 1,175 acres in 21 
easements throughout Anne Arundel County.  Of 
these, approximately 700 acres are co-held with 
local land trusts, mostly with the North County 
Land Trust and the Scenic Rivers Land Trust 
(formerly the Severn River Land Trust).  In 
addition, as noted above, MET owns 
approximately 560 acres at the Crownsville State 
Hospital site which it is attempting to transfer to 
Anne Arundel County ownership. 

Five local land trusts are active in the County.  
They meet as a group as the Coalition of Anne 
Arundel County Land Trusts.  Combined they 
have protected close to 2,100 acres in the County 
(Table V-2). 

Table  V-2 Land Protected by Local Land 
Trusts 

Land Trust Acres
Annapolis Conservancy Board 217
Scenic Rivers Land Trust 1,086
Bay Ridge Trust 166
North County Land Trust 218
Magothy River Land Trust 400
Total 2,087    

Note: Some of these lands are co-held with MET or under 
other additional protection.  

• The Annapolis Conservancy Board (ACB) is 
the only municipally-run land trust in the 
nation.  The ACB is dedicated to conserving 
environmentally sensitive lands within the 
city limits of Annapolis for recreational, 
cultural and ecological benefits, through 
gifts, bequests, and sale or lease agreements. 
The City created the ACB in 1978 and, as of 
2006, it held 217 acres in easements on 74 
sites around the City.  The ACB conducts 
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yearly maintenance visits at approximately 
25 of the larger easements throughout 
Annapolis and maintains records relative to 
the condition of each property. 

• The Scenic Rivers Land Trust (SRLT) 
established in 1988 is focused on the Severn, 
South, Patuxent, Rhode, and West River 
watersheds.  As of 2006 it held 
approximately 1,086 acres in 31 easements.  
According to MET, as of 2005, SRLT co-
held 150 acres in 12 easements with MET.  
(www.srlt.org).   

• The Bay Ridge Trust was established in 1989 
and is committed to preserving open space on 
the Annapolis Neck Peninsula and its small 
creek watersheds.  As of 2006 it had 
protected 166 acres; 133 acres under 
ownership on two properties, and 33 acres 
under easement on 6 properties.  
(www.bayridgetrust.org) 

• The North County Land Trust was 
established in 2000.  It is an all-volunteer, 
membership-based group devoted to land 
preservation and environmental stewardship 
in northern Anne Arundel County.  As of 
2005 the Trust held approximately 218 acres 
in five conservation easements.  Two of the 
easements, which together cover 207 acres, 
are co-held with MET. 

• The Magothy River Land Trust (MRLT)’s 
mission is to preserve the environment and 
protect land within the Magothy River 
watershed.  The MRLT currently protects 
over 400 acres through 12 easements.  Its 
largest easement property (co-held with 
MET), the County-owned Magothy River 
Greenway, contains two of the largest 
Magothy bogs, Blackhole Creek Bog and 
South Gray’s Creek Bog.  The MRLT has 
focused much of its efforts on promoting 
protection of the Magothy Bog complex.  
(www.magothyriver.org) 

Conservation Trust Fund 

Anne Arundel County has a Conservation Trust 
Fund within the capital budget (C383200 –
funded at $50,000 per year) that provides 
assistance to local land trusts to acquire 
easements.   

Tax Credit Program  

Similar to the real property tax credit available to 
landowners who participate in the County or 
MALPF district or easement programs (see 
Chapter IV), the County offers a tax credit from 
County real property taxes that are: 

“levied on conservation land that is used to 
assist in the preservation of a natural area, for 
the environmental education of the public, 
generally to promote conservation, or for the 
maintenance of a natural area for public use or 
a sanctuary for wildlife.”   

The credit is granted annually as long as the 
property meets the definition of “conservation 
land” (Code 4.2.305). 

Other Easements 

The Maryland Historical Trust (MHT) helps 
preserve significant historical or architectural 
structures throughout Maryland.  As of 2006, 
MHT held 37 easements, comprising about 520 
acres in Anne Arundel County, and 16 
easements, comprising nearly 11 acres, within the 
City of Annapolis.  

The County holds many forest conservation 
easements that were created through forest 
conservation regulations.  

A number of properties in the County participate 
in the state-federal Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program (CREP), with 10 to 15 
year commitments, but none have sold permanent 
easements.   
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5. Other Regulatory or Management 
Programs 

a. Tributary Strategies 

Tributary Strategies resulted from the 1983 
Chesapeake Bay Agreement between the Bay 
States to restore the Chesapeake Bay.  The 
Tributary Strategies describe ways in which 
nutrient pollution loads can be reduced in the 
many sub-watersheds that drain into the Bay.  
The Chesapeake 2000 Agreement commits the 
Bay watershed partners7 to "complete a public 
process to develop and begin implementation of 
revised Tributary Strategies to achieve and 
maintain the assigned loading goals." 

Anne Arundel County lies in three tributary 
watersheds (basins) and is a member of each of 
the tributary teams:  the Patapsco/Back River, 
Lower Western Shore, and Patuxent River. 

b. Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Program 

Anne Arundel County developed its first Critical 
Area Program in 1988 based on the State’s 
Chesapeake Bay Critical Area criteria.  The 
Program has special regulations for specific areas 
including water dependent facilities, shore 
erosion, forests and woodlands, agriculture, 
mining; and natural parks.  The County program 
was last updated in 2002.  

c. Watershed Management  

The County’s Watershed Management Tool and 
its role in watershed assessment, planning, and 
restoration is described above in Section B.  A 
number of other watershed management plans 
have been prepared in recent years.   

In 2001 a watershed study of Warehouse Creek, a 
tributary to the South River, was completed 
focusing primarily on effects of stormwater 
runoff as land uses in the subwatershed change. 
The study included recommendations for 
stormwater retrofits and stream restoration 
projects.  The Study was conducted by the 
County in conjunction with local citizens groups. 
The County intended that the study be a pilot to 
determine the potential impacts of a variety of 
                                                           
7  The states of Maryland, Pennsylvania and Virginia; the 

District of Columbia; the Chesapeake Bay Commission, 
and the Environmental Protection Agency. 

possible future development and management 
scenarios on other small watersheds.  
Between 2002 and 2004 Anne Arundel and 
Prince George’s Counties developed a Watershed 
Restoration Action Strategy (WRAS) for the 
Upper Patuxent Watershed.  The overarching 
goal is to minimize water quality impacts 
resulting from land use changes.   The WRAS 
was developed in four parts: 
• Stream Corridor Assessment Survey, 2002 
• Upper Patuxent River Watershed 

Characterization, 2002 
• Nutrient and Biological Synoptic Surveys, 

2002  
• Watershed Restoration Action Strategy, 

2004. 
Implementation is to focus first on restoration 
projects and second on programmatic changes: 
• A Low Impact Development (LID) retrofit 

project. 
• A stormwater utility enterprise to support 

habitat protection and restoration of areas 
degraded by unmanaged stormwater runoff. 

• Further development of the WMT. 
• A Biological Monitoring Program modeled 

after the Maryland Biological Stream Survey. 
• Development of an Upper Patuxent River 

Watershed Association. 
d. Patuxent River Policy Plan 

The County has been actively involved in 
watershed-wide planning efforts on the Patuxent 
River involving seven counties and many state 
and federal agencies to protect the river's 
resources through land management and 
pollution control strategies.  This effort began in 
1984 with the development of the Patuxent 
Policy Plan that identified key goals and 
objectives for minimizing pollution throughout 
the watershed.  The Patuxent River Commission 
was formed to oversee the implementation of the 
Patuxent River Policy Plan.  The Patuxent River 
Policy Plan was updated in 1997.   

In 2003 the Patuxent River Commission 
requested federal legislation to enable a study to 
determine the qualification of the Patuxent River 
for designation as a Wild and Scenic River.  As a 
result of the study, the river could become part of 
the federal Wild and Scenic River program.  
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Patuxent River Greenway 

The Patuxent River Greenway is partially 
complete and will eventually include connected 
land in portions of seven Maryland counties.  The 
greenway will connect a variety of 
environmentally sensitive areas including: 
Patuxent River State park, Oxbow Natural Area, 
and Jug Bay Wetlands Sanctuary, which is part 
of the National Estuarine Research Reserve 
system.  The Patuxent River Greenway also 
promotes passive recreational and educational 
opportunities.   

The South County Exchange is an active partner 
with the County on the greenway.  The 
Exchange’s efforts go back to a 1998 
Countryside Stewardship Exchange that first 
identified the greenway as a target8.  As part of 
its promotional efforts the Exchange developed a 
video about the greenway which Anne Arundel 
County’s public access cable TV channel 
broadcasts. 

A number of properties have been acquired and 
added to the greenway in recent years including 
the Holt, Ford, and Little Patuxent properties.  A 
number of gaps in the greenway still remain and 
the County is actively targeting these gaps.  The 
County would also like to develop a public 
access plan to the greenway. 

e. Severn River Commission 

The Severn River Commission, is a quasi-
governmental organization established in 1985 
by Resolutions of the Anne Arundel County 
Council and the Annapolis City Council. The 
Commission, comprised of citizens appointed by 
the local governments, acts as an advisory body 
to the County, the City of Annapolis, and the 
State on environmental matters within the Severn 
River Watershed. The Commission addresses 
questions relevant to private or administrative 
considerations and strives to achieve balance 
between governmental necessities and civic 
concerns.  

                                                           
8  See detailed description in the Appendix to the 2002 

Anne Arundel County Greenways Master Plan. 

f. Other OECR programs 

Forestry Program.  OECR’s Forestry Program 
administers the reforestation and afforestation 
requirements of the Critical Area Program, and 
the Maryland Forest Conservation Act.  A 
primary component of this program is the 
coordination of voluntary reforestation projects 
with landowners and community associations.   
The County has a Forest Conservancy District 
Board that provides technical assistance to 
landowners who seek guidance in properly 
managing their woodland. 

A timber harvest permit is required for any 
disturbance over 1,000 square fee t inside the 
Critical Area or 40,000 square feet outside the 
Critical Area9.  As noted in Chapter II, 
commercial timbering is only a small industry in 
Anne Arundel County with approximately eight 
harvest permit applications per year with an 
average size harvest of 20 acres.   
Most harvesting occurs in the southern portions 
of the County.  The primary harvest type is a 
"selective harvest" that generally sets a minimum 
diameter of trees that may be cut.  Yellow poplar 
(Liriodendron tulipifera) is the dominant species 
harvested along with the red and white oak 
families (Quercus sp.).  The value of the harvest 
is not known. 
The County is working on a program that would 
allow landowners within greenways identified in 
the Greenways Master Plan to place protective 
easements on forest land (10 acres minimum), 
and then sell acreage credits for those easements 
to developers needing to meet their tree planting 
requirements under the subdivision and 
development forest conservation requirements 
(Code 17-6-3).  

Emergent (Marsh) Grass Re-Vegetation 
Program.  Anne Arundel County provides 
wetland plants to communities and individuals 
for shoreline stabilization, beautification, habitat 
enhancement, and water quality improvement.  
The Office of Environmental and Cultural 
Programs assists landowners in evaluating the 

                                                           
9  The County considers timbering to be a regulated 

grading activity.  Therefore, the logging permit is a 
form of a grading permit.  The request is reviewed by 
both the Anne Arundel Soil Conservation District and 
the County Land Use Office/OECR, County Forester. 
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potential for emergent marsh grass establishment 
on their property.  The Department of Recreation 
and Parks produces plants for distribution at its 
wetlands nursery located at South River Farm 
Park.  

g. Citizen watershed organizations 

Both the Magothy River and the Severn River 
have active citizen watershed organizations. The 
Magothy River Association and the Severn River 
Association both actively promote responsible 
stewardship of their watershed and water 
resources.  Other organizations include the South 
River Federation, the South County Exchange 
(http://www.chesapeake.net/~exchange/), and the 
Chesapeake Environmental Protection 
Organization.  

The following rivers have riverkeepers affiliated 
to the Waterkeeper Alliance, a national grassroots 
organization: Patuxent, Patapsco, Severn, South, 
and Rhode (www.waterkeeper.org). 

A bog committee coordinates with the State, 
County and Federal programs as well as 
landtrusts and other non-governmental 
organizations to maximize efforts and enhance 
cooperation in protecting the bogs.  

6. Eco-tourism and Resource-Based 
Recreation 

Anne Arundel County offers a number of 
opportunities for resource-based recreation.   

Parks and recreation areas offering resource-
based recreation and/or environmental education 
include Patuxent Wildlife Refuge, Jug Bay 
Wetlands Sanctuary, Patuxent Wetlands Park, 
Back Creek Nature Park in Annapolis, as well as 
the County’s staffed regional parks (Quiet 
Waters, Downs, Kinder Farm Park, Lake 
Waterford). 

Kinder Farm Park is currently developing an 
agricultural history program and working farm 
that will show past and present agricultural 
practices of Anne Arundel County.   

Anne Arundel Public Schools runs Arlington 
Echo Outdoor School in Crownsville. 

Anne Arundel County’s growing trail system is 
another important form of resource-based 
recreation.  Several of the longer-distance trails 
such as the B&A Trail and the BWI Trail, as well 
as shorter trails in County and State Parks, offer 
signage and visitors’ centers to help interpret the 
local resources. 

Developed or partially developed historic parks 
and sites include Historic London Town and 
Gardens, Hancocks Resolution, as well as many 
sites in and around the City of Annapolis and 
Highland Beach.  A visitors’ center at London 
Town is scheduled to open in 2006, and the 
Friends of Hancock’s Resolution, which operates 
that park, are working to develop a visitors’ 
center at that site in the future. 

Much of the County’s resource based recreation 
is water-based.  As noted in Chapter III, the 
County offers many opportunities for water-
based recreation including boating, paddling, 
swimming, fishing, and water viewing.  The 
Patuxent River Commission is working with 
others to create a paddling trail along the 
Patuxent River.   

The Annapolis, London Town and South County 
Heritage Area was certified by the State in 2001.  
The heritage area incorporated as a nonprofit 
organization in 2003 and is now referred to as the 
Four Rivers Heritage Area 
(http://www.fourriversheritage.org/).   

Its management entity, the Coordinating Council, 
consists of 19 representatives of civic, non-profit, 
business and governmental partners, and actively 
promotes regional cooperation, heritage tourism 
development, and resource preservation in 
accordance with the state, county and city 
approved Management Plan adopted in 2000.  
One of the plan’s strategies for enhancing 
heritage resources is to “Enhance parks, 
recreational facilities, and other public lands to 
interpret natural and cultural heritage”. 
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C. Evaluation of the Natural Resource Land Conservation Program 

1. Strengths and Weaknesses of the 
Natural Resources Implementation 
Program  

a. Comprehensive Planning Context 

Strengths 

The County’s comprehensive planning context 
provides a good framework for natural resource 
land conservation in the County: 

• Large areas, approximately 48 percent of the 
County, are designated for conservation. 

• Through the Small Area Plan process the 
County went through a very extensive effort 
that has provided a grassroots, bottom-up 
perspective of natural resource interests and 
priorities.   

• The County has done an extensive amount of 
watershed planning especially in the 
Patuxent, South, and Severn River 
watersheds.   

- These plans have provided much useful 
data for the WMT. 

- Although the County has not completed 
as many watershed plans as originally 
planned, with the development of the 
WMT the County now has a tool it can 
use in the key aspects of watershed 
planning and management; predicting 
and evaluating the potential impacts of 
changes in the landscape on watershed 
health, and prioritizing management and 
restoration projects.  

- Additional steps now underway include 
education and outreach to County staff to 
provide group and individual training in 
using the WMT.  WMT staff have also 
begun an education program for County 
constituents, engineering firms, and 
developers to make them aware of the 
tool and its benefits.  

• The Greenways Master Plan was a major step 
for the County by identifying natural 
resource land conservation priorities at 

countywide level from a habitat and human 
use perspective.  Anne Arundel County is 
one of the only counties in the state to have 
developed a detailed greenways plan in 
response to the State’s Green Infrastructure 
initiative10.  Some progress has been made 
implementing the plan. 

- More detailed greenways planning has 
been conducted in a few sub-areas (Lake 
Shore, Pasadena-Marley Neck, and 
Annapolis Neck) and in the City of 
Annapolis Recreation and Open Space 
Master Plan. 

- Some progress has been made in 
amending codes and manuals to reflect 
emphasis on protecting greenways (see 
below in Section C.1.d). 

- There is integration between the 
greenways plan and other programs: i) 
greenways are a component of the 
watershed management tool (WMT); ii). 
under the proposed revised program 
regulations for the Agricultural and 
Woodland Preservation Program the 
priority rating for the purchase of 
Preservation Easements additional 
“points” will be awarded for farms 
within or bordering designated 
greenways (see Chapter IV); iii) as 
described in Section B, the County is 
working on a program that would allow 
landowners within greenways identified 
in the Greenways Master Plan to place 
protective easements on forest land, and 
then sell acreage credits for those 
easements to developers. 

- The County reviews all residential 
subdivisions for impacts on identified 
greenways, and strong efforts are made 
to maintain wildlife corridors and 
preserve as much of the greenway as 

                                                           
10  Prince George’s County is one of the other counties.  

Its Green Infrastructure Plan was approved in 2005.  
Under its plan the Patuxent River Corridor and the 
Jug Bay complex are identified as Special 
Conservation Areas. 
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possible within subdivision open space 
and recreation areas. 

Weaknesses 

The 1997 GDP is now almost 10 years old and, 
alone, no longer fully reflects current County 
policy and direction with respect to natural 
resources protection and natural resources land 
conservation.  The County expects to begin its 
plan update in 2007.  

While the SAP program, overall, was very 
positive, some of the Small Area Plans contain 
recommendations that may be difficult to 
implement.  The presence of these 
recommendations may create unrealistic 
expectations among some citizens that should be 
clarified in the next GDP.   

The County has not done as much watershed 
planning as the GDP had called for.  One plan 
per year was envisioned until the entire County 
was covered.  However, as noted above under 
strengths, with the WMT the County has instead 
chosen to develop a tool that will ultimately be 
far more valuable than a large number of plans 
with limited long-term value.   

The amount of implementation for the 
Greenways Master Plan has been limited since 
the plan was adopted in 2002.  Some progress has 
been made (see above under strengths) but little 
progress has been made on most of the plan’s 
organizational and programmatic 
recommendations (see Greenways Master Plan 
pages 39 to 51).  Among these the key 
recommendations were the following: 

• Establish a Greenways Program within the 
Department of Recreation and Parks  

• Create a strong public involvement program 

• Establish a Greenways Advocacy Committee 
to work with County on greenways issues 

• Initiate immediate action on high priority 
greenways 

• Prioritize greenway “target areas” for 
protection 

• Develop greenway 
implementation/management plans  

• Amend the Greenways Master Plan based on 
new planning and research.   

b. Use of resource data and inventories 

Strengths 

The County has developed a comprehensive GIS-
based system that provides access to a wide range 
of both County and State natural resource 
inventories and data.  The County makes 
effective use of these in its long-range planning, 
watershed planning, and capital improvement 
program planning processes, as well as in day-to-
day subdivision and site plan review. 

With the development of a WMT Program, the 
County is now able to link watershed data and 
models to give planners information on how 
changes in land use, zoning, best management 
practices, and other watershed conditions affect 
the Severn River and its tributaries.   

The Department of Recreation and Parks reviews 
proposed subdivision plans in relation to the 
Greenways Master Plan making 
recommendations for open space dedications 
and/or lay out design when a subdivision would 
affect a master plan greenway. 

The County’s CountyView and MapOptix 
enterprise tools provide access to GIS data to all 
County staff. 

Weaknesses 

The County continues to improve its natural 
resources data inventory.  The major current 
weaknesses are: 

• Lack of a countywide digital parcel map 
layer for the GIS system.  The Office of 
Planning and Zoning’s Research Division 
together with with the Office of Information 
Technology, is developing this layer in a 
multi-year project.  When complete, it will 
provide a significant enhancement to the 
county’s information systems facilitating 
analyses and reporting at the parcel level. 

• Several different kinds of land conservation 
easements have not been entered into the 
County’s GIS.  As a result, the extent of their 
actual or potential contribution to the 
greenways network or to conservation in 
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designated conservation areas is not known.  
These include: 

- Forest conservation easements required 
as part of the subdivision process, 

- Easements that have been acquired by 
land trusts11, and 

- Maryland Historical Trust easements. 

• Although some lands in the greenways plan 
have been protected through fee simple or 
easement acquisition since adoption of the 
Plan in 2002, the County has not tracked this 
progress.   

c. Designated conservation and other natural 
resource areas 

Strengths 

The County’s designated conservation areas (RA 
and OS zoning and Critical Area RCA overlay) 
cover a large portion of the County (almost 50 
percent).  

As described in Chapter IV, the zoning changes 
adopted in 2005 strengthened the RA zoning 
district as a conservation area. 

As discussed above in Section B.3, a little over 
eight percent of the County’s land area is natural 
resource land that is under ownership by local, 
state, or federal government (Table V-1).  In 
addition to protecting natural resources, these 
lands also provide large and diverse opportunities 
for public access12. 

In addition to lands under ownership, 
approximately 19,600 acres of resource land are 
protected by conservation easements, or by 
zoning – open space zoning or the bog protection 
overlay.  

Weaknesses 

Better natural connections are needed between 
the County’s designated conservation areas.  The 

                                                           
11  With the exception of MET easements which were 

obtained for this LPPRP.  
12  As noted in Section B, however, only one of the 

Patuxent Research Refuge’s three tracts are open to 
the public. 

Greenways Master Plan identified where these 
connections could be made but, as noted above 
implementation of the Greenways plan has 
lagged.   

Special emphasis needs to be paid to North 
County where much of the land is designated for 
growth, and to the “critical connections” 
throughout the County identified in the 
Greenways Master Plan.   

A “critical” connection is one where there is only 
one location where two corridors can connect, 
and if this connection is not made the 
functionality of the greenway will be 
significantly reduced. The greenways network 
identifies approximately 100 critical connections.  
Map V-4 shows the Critical connections around 
the Dairy Farm property.  

Map V-4 Critical connections around the 
Dairy Farm property in Gambrills near 
Odenton  
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d. Planning and Land Use Management 
Authority, Easements and Funding 

Strengths 

The Office of Planning and Zoning’s Long 
Range Planning Division reviews subdivision 
and site development plans providing 
comprehensive planning input from the GDP and 
the SAPs for the Development Division’s three 
planning teams13.  Each planning team conducts 
an environmental review.  As noted above, the 
Department of Recreation and Parks provides 
input to the Development Division by reviewing 
proposed subdivision plans both in relation to 
proposed recreation areas and to the Greenways 
Master Plan.  

The County completed a major update of its land 
development codes in 2005.  Prior to this some 
progress had been made in amending the code to 
reflect emphasis on protecting greenways.  For 
example, the Greenways Master Plan was added 
to the County Code’s list of guidance plans that 
are used in the review of future development of 
land and the location of public facilities and 
services (18-2-103).  In addition, as noted in 
Section C.1.a, proposed changes to the 
Agricultural and Woodland Preservation Program 
will give preference to farms within or bordering 
designated greenways. 

Anne Arundel County has balanced spending on 
non-resource-based recreation land with 
acquisition of natural resource-based lands.  
Funding for natural resources land conservation 
comes from a variety of sources including a 
number of natural resource land-related projects 
and programs in the Capital Budget and Program.  
Since 2000 the County has acquired 
approximately almost 1,600 acres of natural 
resource lands plus 350 acres of parkland that 
contains large amounts of resource land.  

The Rural Legacy Program has been valuable in 
that it has enabled the conservation of both 
farmland and natural resource land.  In addition 
local land trusts have made significant progress 
and have now protected almost 2,100 acres. 

                                                           
13  North County, South County, and the regional 

projects team. 

Weaknesses 

The County will need to explore funding 
enhancements to achieve its natural resource land 
protection goals.  

In the past eight to ten years the County’s 
easement acquisition efforts have been focused 
primarily on agricultural land preservation.  From 
an overall land preservation perspective, given 
funding limitations, this has been wise policy; 
agricultural land has been under the most 
immediate threat and has merited the most 
immediate attention and devotion of resources.  

This does not mean the County has ignored 
natural resources land conservation.  Indeed the 
County has made significant progress, as noted 
above under strengths.  Natural resources land 
has, however, received a relatively lower level of 
funding.   

In 2002 the Trust for Public Land (TPL) 
conducted a Feasibility Analysis to explore 
public funding options to meet Anne Arundel 
County’s land conservation goals.  TPL 
concluded that good fiscal options for the County 
were i) an increase in use of installment purchase 
agreements financed with zero coupon bonds, 
and ii) use of general obligation bonds including 
a special taxing district to finance parks (or other 
protected lands) in a specific area of the County.     

While land use management authority over 
natural resource land is strong, two areas that 
should be reviewed for possible strengthening 
are: 

• Habitats of threatened and endangered 
species.  Within the Critical Area a habitat 
assessment must be submitted as part of a 
subdivision plan submittal. Outside the 
Critical Area, however, habitat assessment is 
conducted only through the Code’s forest 
conservation requirements from which 
certain types of development are exempt. 

• Strengthening the Code to emphasize 
protecting greenways. See Section D below 
for specific recommendations. 
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e. Other Regulatory or Management Programs 

Strengths 

Anne Arundel County is an active participant in a 
wide range of programs including the Tributary 
Strategies, Patuxent River Policy Planning, and 
the Severn River Commission.  The County has 
an active and interested citizenry with land trusts, 
watershed organizations, and riverkeeepers.  

Weaknesses 

Coordination among the various preservation 
programs is a weakness.  While the Greenways 
Master Plan envisioned new organizational 
structures or realignments of existing structures 
to create and manage the greenways network, this 
has not occurred. As a result many opportunities 
for coordination on data sharing, land protection, 
and management are not taken.  

The timber industry in the County is currently 
very small but has potential for expansion. 

f. Eco-tourism and Resource-Based Recreation 

Ecotourism and resource-based recreation are 
strong components of the County’s land 
preservation, parks, and recreation program.  
Strengths include the number of parks and other 
sites that can play a role in these activities 
including the County’s growing trail system.  
The Annapolis, London Town and South County 
Heritage Area (now referred to as the Four Rivers 
Heritage Area) was certified by the State in 2001.   

The major weakness is the lack of resources to 
implement the many projects that are needed to 

expand and improve ecotourism and resource-
based recreation in the County.  

2. Summary of needed improvements in 
the implementation program 

In summary, the needed improvements in the 
implementation program are as follows: 

• Develop a means to respond to and address 
the myriad of natural resource-land related 
recommendations in the Small Area Plans. 

• Completion of the watershed management 
plan development program. 

• Increase the integration of the Watershed 
Management Tool into all aspects of natural 
resources land conservation.     

• Make more progress in implementing the 
Greenway Master Plan’s organizational and 
programmatic recommendations. 

• Improve the tracking of land protected 
through different types of programs. 

• Improve the tracking of land that is protected 
within designated greenways. 

• Improve coordination between the County 
and non-governmental organizations in the 
County with respect to natural resources land 
conservation. 

• Grow the timber industry in the County. 

• Provide sufficient funding to achieve all the 
land conservation and improvement projects 
recommendations. 
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D. Program Development Strategy for Natural Resource Conservation  

This section describes Anne Arundel County’s 
program development strategy for natural 
resource land conservation, based on the 
evaluation in this chapter.  Recommended actions 
on the part of the State are noted.  

1. Update the GDP.  As part of the update, 
consolidate County natural resource land 
goals and policies.  

The County expects to begin the update in 2007.  
As part of the update process the County should 
respond to and address the natural resource-land 
related recommendations from the Small Area 
Plans. 

2. Strengthen efforts to implement the 
Greenways Master Plan 

A limited amount of implementation has taken 
place, as noted in Section C.1.a, but little on the 
plan’s organizational and programmatic 
recommendations.  The key areas for attention 
are the following: 

• Organization 

Create an effective organizational structure to 
implement the plan.  Figure V-1 shows the 
structure that had been envisioned in the 
Greenways Master Plan. 

Figure V-1  Recommended Organizational 
Chart from the Greenways Master Plan 

 

• Tracking 

- Improve the tracking of land in greenways 
protected by means other than acquisition, 
such as land protected through forest 
conservation, CREP, or land trusts.  

- Update the “protected lands” component of 
the plan on a periodic basis (see Map V-2 
in this chapter).  

• Land protection 

- Identify specific parcels of land in the 
greenways that are not protected and use 
available mechanisms to protect them.   

- Special focus should be the ongoing 
protection efforts in the Patuxent 
Greenway. 

- Special attention should also be paid to 
critical connections– lands that are 
essential to the connectivity of the 
greenways network. 

With Small Watershed Grant funding, the 
Coalition of Anne Arundel Land Trusts is 
developing a database of properties in 
greenways that local land trusts (and perhaps 
the County) can use to prioritize their 
conservation easement efforts.  

The County’s proposed program that would 
allow landowners within greenways 
identified in the Greenways Master Plan to 
place protective easements on forest land (10 
acres minimum), and then sell acreage credits 
for those easements to developers could also 
play an important role in land protection. 

• Regulation 

Consider the following changes to the County 
code to strengthen greenways protection: 

- Definitions. Add a definition of the term 
“greenway” to the Code. 

- Subdivision. Add a reference to greenways 
in section 17-6-404, Preservation in the 
Development Process. 
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- Open Space Zoning District (Code 18-9-
2).  This district is critical to the success of 
the greenways network.  As noted in the 
Greenways Master Plan (page 46), while 
this district is quite protective, some uses 
(such as telecommunication facilities) are 
permitted that could negatively impact 
greenways.  The district could be 
strengthened by adding setback 
requirements for uses within greenways 
(18-9-203), and by adding a condition for 
uses permitted by special exception that 
they make a positive contribution to 
greenways where appropriate and mitigate 
any adverse impacts. 

For example, commercial 
telecommunication facilities (18-11-117) 
and public utility uses (18-11-138) are two 
of the uses permitted in this district.  Under 
the additional requirements for special 
exceptions, a requirement could be added 
that such uses make a positive contribution 
to greenways where appropriate and 
mitigate any adverse impacts.  

3. Explore funding enhancements for natural 
resource land conservation   

The County will continue to fund natural 
resource land conservation through a variety of 
sources.  State funding for Program Open Space, 
Rural Legacy, and other state programs will 
continue to be an essential element of the 
County’s program.  

As a follow up to the Trust for Public Land’s 
(TPL) 2002 Feasibility Analysis (see Section 
C.2.d), the County should consider additional 
funding options such as increased use of 
installment purchase agreements financed with 
zero coupon bonds, and use of general obligation 
bonds14.  A key question for the County is public 
receptivity for such increases in spending and 
debt obligation.   

                                                           
14  TPL has a Conservation Finance Program that offers 

technical assistance to design and implement public 
funding measures that reflect popular priorities 
http://tpl.org./ 

4. Complete the watershed planning 
program and strengthen the integration of 
the watershed management tool (WMT) 
into land use planning 

Table V-3 shows the estimated timeline for 
completing the program. 

Integration of the WMT into land use decision-
making at the watershed level is a long term goal.  
Full development and enhancement of the WMT 
is a prerequisite for this integration.  

Table V-3 Watershed Plan Timeline1   

Data Collection  Analyses  
Severn Complete 2006
South 2006 2007
Upper Patuxent 2006 2007
Patapsco Nontidal 2007 2008
Magothy 2007 2008
Patapsco Tidal 2008 2009
Bodkin 2008 2009
Little Patuxent 2009 2010
Rhode 2009 2010
West 2010 2011
Herring Bay 2010 2011
Middle Patuxent 2011 2012
Other along Bay 2011 2012

Estimated Timeline for 
Completion (calendar year)Watershed

 
1 Subject to funding and resource availability 

5. Continue to increase opportunities for eco-
tourism and resource-based recreation 

The County will continue to grow its popular 
trail system and will develop a public access plan 
for the Patuxent Greenway (see Chapter III).  The 
State should improve the access to Patapsco 
Valley State Park from Anne Arundel County.  

Anne Arundel County is one of the partners for 
the Four Rivers Heritage Area and will continue 
to work with the Coordinating Council to 
implement the area’s Management Plan.   

Chapter III of this LPPRP includes a number of 
natural resource-based recreation project 
recommendations including greenways, trails, 
and a visitor center at Kinder Farm Park. 
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The County and the City of Annapolis will 
continue to pursue other eco-tourism and 
resource based recreation opportunities.  One 
project currently underway is the implementation 
of the master plan for Hancocks Resolution, an 
18th century historic farm site on Bodkin Creek in 
Lakeshore.  

6. Add smaller categories of protected lands  
to the protected lands database  

As noted in section C.1.b, several different kinds 
of land conservation easements have not been 
entered into the County’s GIS and the extent of 
their actual or potential contribution to the 
greenways network or to conservation in 
designated conservation areas is not known.   

7. Consider ways to support the timbering 
industry in the County 

As noted in section B.5.f, commercial timbering 
is only a small industry in Anne Arundel County.  
Increasing commercial timbering could be an 
incentive to increasing forest land in the County 
by giving such land added value.  The County 
could act as a clearinghouse or intermediary 
between property owners (including 
homeowners’ associations with forested open 
space) and commercial loggers.  Commercial 
timbering on County-owned land also has 
potential. Additional County staff could be 
needed to support such efforts.  
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CHAPTER VI SYNTHESIS 

A primary purpose of this Land Preservation, 
Parks, and Recreation Plan (LPPRP) is to provide 
greater integration and coordination between 
recreation, agricultural preservation, and natural 
resources conservation policies so that the three 
elements of land preservation and recreation 
work together, support each other, and achieve 
state and local goals, including ensuring a good 
return on public investment in various land 
preservation and recreation programs.  This 
chapter provides a brief synthesis of chapters III, 
IV, and V. 

Anne Arundel County is a mature County with a 
well developed recreation and parks facilities 
network, extensive natural resource land and a 
core of preserved agricultural land.   

Table VI-1 and Map VI-1 summarize land 
protected in Anne Arundel County in the three 
elements of land preservation and recreation 
based on the analyses in Chapters III, IV, and V.   

Table VI-1 Protected Land Summary  

Category Acres Source 
Park Land 

Local 7,985
State 862
Total 8,847

Agricultural Land 11,475 Table IV-2

Natural Resources Land 41,352 Table V-1

Total protected 61,673
Land in County 264,214
Percent of County Protected 23%

Tables III-
4, III-5

 

A total of 61,673 acres are currently preserved in 
Anne Arundel County: 8,847 acres in State, 
County and Municipal recreation land; 11,475 
acres in agricultural easements and managed 
forest land; and 41,352 acres in natural resources 
land.  This total is equivalent to approximately 23 
percent of the County’s land area; a substantial 
share.   

The total protected land is actually somewhat 
higher than 61,673 acres, but further research is 
needed to determine this number: 
• As noted in Chapter V, close to 2,100 acres 

are protected through local land trusts (Table 
V-2).  Some of this land may already be 
protected by other means, such as OS zoning, 
and would already be included in Table VI-1.  
However, it is likely that some of this land is 
not.  These lands should be mapped and 
added to the County’s GIS system. 

• Chapter V also notes that forest conservation 
easements in the County have not all been 
mapped, and some of this land land may also 
not be included in Table VI-1.  

As discussed in Chapters III, IV, and V, this 
LPPRP outlines a program of additional land 
preservation that will add to the County’s 
preserved land inventory.  

• Recreation.  The County’s program 
proposes to acquire approximately 2,850 
acres of land; 850 acres for recreation 
projects and 2,000 acres for open space and 
natural resource land protection some of 
which would have some resource-based 
recreation potential.   

• Agricultural land preservation.  The 
County’s long-range goal is to preserve 
20,000 acres in farm and productive forest 
land.  With almost 11,500 acres preserved to 
date an additional 8,500 acres will be needed 
to meet the goal.   
The planned acquisition of Rockhold Creek 
Farm and Contee Farm will preserve nearly 
1,000 acres. Additional preservation efforts 
will focus on land enrolled in temporary 
agricultural districts - approximately 5,700 
acres (Table IV-2).   
As noted in Chapter IV, the County appears 
to have a window of opportunity for a major 
push for easement acquisitions; an 
opportunity created by the adoption of newly 
protective zoning regulations, a stabilization 
in the amount of farmland in the County 
since 1997, and the 1,000-acre farm 
acquisition described above.  
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• Natural resources land conservation.  
Approximately 2,000 acres of resource land 
are targeted under the County’s 15-year land 
acquisition, development and rehabilitation 
program (Table III-7).  These acquisitions 
focus on land in greenways identified in the 
County’s 2002 Greenways Master Plan.  

Additional land in the greenways network 
could be protected by other means such as 
land trusts, forest conservation credits, or 
targeted protection of greenway “critical 
connections”.  

The new acquisitions described above would add 
approximately 11,350 acres15 to the amount of 
preserved land in the County for a total of a little 
over 73,000 acres16 or 28 percent of the County’s 
land area.  

                                                           
15  8,500 acres in agriculture and woodland plus 2,850 

acres in recreation and resource land.  
16  61,673 acres (Table VI-1) plus 11,350 acres.  
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Appendix A:  Summary of Needs, Goals and Recommendations for Recreation from the Anne Arundel County Small Area Plans 

Plan Issues/Needs Goals/Objectives Recommendations Status (January 2006) 

Annapolis 
Neck 
Plan 
Effective 
Year: 2003 

• Need for preservation of open 
space and increase in the number 
of recreational sites 

• Need for playing fields and active 
use parks with more hiking and 
biking links between existing 
communities 

• Public access to waterfront 

• None stated • Identify locations for additional active 
recreation (basket ball courts and ball 
fields) 

• Fund design and engineering 
necessary to expand Peninsula Park 

• Establish pedestrian and bike paths 
that connect major recreation and park 
sites on properties south of Forest 
Drive 

• Evaluate subdivision regulations to 
provide additional space allocations 
for outdoor recreation 

• Identify, acquire and develop 
additional active recreation space in 
the Bestgate Road Corridor 

• Land adjoining Peninsula Park 
has been acquired to expand 
active recreational opportunities. 

• The master plan for the expansion 
of Peninsula Park is complete, and 
funding requests are pending for 
engineering of the new facilities. 

• Subdivision regulations have been 
revised and adopted by County 
Council. 

• Additional trail mileage in the 
Bestgate Corridor is under 
development. 

Broadneck 
Plan 
Effective 
Year: 2002 

• Need diverse range of programs 
• Need better pedestrian and bike 

access 
• Need better public water access 
• Improved maintenance of area 

parks 

• Consider new park 
acquisition at sites along 
the Bay and tributaries 
that would provide water 
access 

• Develop the Nike Site as a park 
• Improve regular maintenance of 

existing ball fields and parks 
• Encourage better use of existing public 

school and community college 
facilities 

• Build adequate number of recreational 
facilities to meet the demand for their 
use 

• Prepare a master trail plan for the 
entire peninsula 

• Encourage public and private 
development and management of 
recreational facilities 

• Redevelopment of the Nike Site 
(Bay Head Park) is underway. 

• Irrigation and turf maintenance 
programs have been established. 

• A grant for artificial turf at 
Broadneck High School will 
enhance recreational access to 
school fields. 

• Athletic field lighting has been 
added to Arnold Park to expand 
available play hours. 

• Maintenance grants encourage 
private management of many 
public parks. 

Brooklyn 
Park 
Plan 
Effective 
Year: 2004 
 
 

• Need additional recreational 
opportunities 

• Improvement of facilities in some 
existing parks 

• Provide a wide variety of 
recreational activities 
and facilities for local 
residents of all ages 

• Encourage full utilization of all park 
facilities 

• Provide restroom facilities 
• Provide another site for playground 

equipment in the Planning Area, either 
in an existing park or by acquiring 
additional space 

• Determine whether one of the softball 
fields at the Brooklyn Park Middle 

• Field redevelopment at Brooklyn 
Park I and Brooklyn Park II 
encourages shifting of additional 
activity to Brooklyn Park II. 

• Concession upgrade program will 
provide restrooms at all parks 
with concession facilities. 

• A new playground is being 
installed at Hammonds Park. 
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Brooklyn 
Park 
Plan 
Effective 
Year: 200 

School could be better used for an 
alternative use 

• Assess alternative uses for Anne 
Arundel Village, a mostly 
undeveloped park in the Planning Area 

• Continue planning and designing 
efforts for provision of a bike trail 
connecting to BWI trail 

• Initiate a feasibility study and planning 
effort to provide some passive 
recreational use in Patapsco Valley 
State Park 

• Seek opportunities for more passive 
park uses in the Planning Area 

• Determine the feasibility of acquiring 
the currently vacant building at Ritchie 
Highway and East 11th Ave for 
conversion into a public community 
center 

• A water feature and walking trail 
have been added to Arundel 
Village Park. 

• Have met on multiple occasions 
with DNR to encourage additional 
public access to Patapsco Valley 
State Park. 

• Passive park features were added 
to Arundel Village. 

• An operating recreation center is 
part of the Brooklyn Park Middle 
School complex. 

BWI/ 
Linthicum 
Plan 
Effective 
Year: 2004 

• Shortage of active recreational 
facilities in the area (particularly 
ball fields and public swimming 
pools) 

• Lack of access to Patapsco Valley 
State Park 

• Expand the number of 
recreational facilities, 
including ball fields, 
parks, and hiker/biker 
trails, and enhance 
recreational opportunities 
in the SA 

• Construct additional single-use ball 
fields and active recreation areas to 
allow for added participation in team 
sports 

• Establish greenways connecting parks 
and recreational areas 

• Establish an interconnected trail 
system between the existing BWI Trail 
and the Patapsco Valley State Park 

• Provide funding for completion of the 
needed renovations at North County 
High School as well as for 
construction of a new gymnasium 

• Rehabilitated fields at Lindale 
Middle School for recreational 
use. 

• BWI Trail provides park linkages. 
• Department of Recreation and 

Parks is cooperating with SHA on 
a trail along Hanover Road which 
will enhance access to Patapsco 
Valley State Park. 

Crofton 
Plan 
Effective 
Year: 2001 

• Need for additional athletic fields 
• Need for additional recreational 

programs 

• Upgrade infrastructure, 
including recreation 
facilities, to maintain or 
improve current levels of 
service 

• Include several uses on 17 acre site off 
of Riedel Road, currently owned by 
the County and planned for a new 
library 

• Expand recreational/athletic fields 
concurrently with residential 
construction to accommodate the 
needs of a growing community and the 
increased demand for such programs 

• Construct new multi-purpose field 
and basketball court at Crofton 
Elementary School.  Construction 
planned for Spring, 2006 and is 
privately funded. 
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Crowns-
ville 
Plan 
Effective 
Year: 2000 

• Limited public access to water 
• Need for more ball fields 
• Opportunities for biking and 

pedestrian access 

• Transfer or reuse of 
certain areas of the 
Crownsville State 
Hospital property for 
environmental and 
habitat protection, as 
well as recreational 
purposes 

• Maintain and expand 
existing trail system for 
equestrian use 

• Encourage County and/or DNR to 
acquire portions of Crownsville State 
Hospital property 

• Acquisition of hospital property would 
supplement park land owned by the 
County as well as place, impermanent 
protected public ownership, land 
creating a greenway from the 
confluence of the North River and the 
Bacon Ridge Branch northward to the 
Bacon Ridge Natural Area 

• Avoid introduction of uses 
incompatible with equestrian use 

• Park and recreational facilities should 
be sited near proposed hiker/biker 
trails to encourage and facilitate safe 
access from nearby communities 

• Have agreement with the 
Maryland Environmental Trust to 
acquire over 500 acres west of I-
97 for limited passive use. 

• Crownsville Park, under 
development, is bordered on the 
west by the South Shore Trail. 

Deale/ 
Shadyside 
Plan 
Effective 
Year: 2001 

• AA County should utilize existing 
County owned parklands to 
accommodate environmentally 
sensitive areas and provide much 
needed recreational facilities 

• Need parkland to give balance to 
the commercial/high density 
residential areas. 

• Athletic fields behind Deale 
Elementary are at capacity 

• Need for public boat ramp and/or 
fishing and crabbing pier 

• Use Franklin Point Park 
for passive and 
recreational use 

• Retain Jack Creek Park 
as a passive area park 

• Provide public access to 
water 

• Determine suitability of Franklin Point 
Park for various recreational uses. 

• Rehabilitate Deale Wharf so it can be 
used at a park capacity by inspecting 
the pier for structural soundness 

• County should purchase 19.94 acre 
property for sale by the Deale Elks 
close to Deale Elementary School to 
be used for hiker/biker trails, a picnic 
area, and a multi-purpose athletic field 

• County should work with private 
owner of Johns Hopkins site in Shady 
Side to provide some public water 
access facilities 

• Where possible, sites should allow for 
parking and shore access for non-
motorized watercraft users 

• Support and maintain the South 
County Recreation Center 

• Construct a recreation center and 
community center in the Deale Village 
Center 

 
 

• A Master Plan of Franklin Point 
was prepared with public input.  
As a result, ownership is to 
remain with Maryland DNR. 

• Deale Wharf was inspected in 
2005, repairs scheduled for 2006. 

• Property adjacent to Deale Elks 
was evaluated and found too wet 
for park development. 

• Water access locations have been 
delineated on Shady Side Park’s 
master plan. 

• Renovations to South County 
Recreation Center performed in 
Fall, 2005. 
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Edgewater/ 
Mayo 
Plan 
Effective 
Year: 2002 

• Limited public access to water 
• Poor condition of tennis courts at 

MCA hall and Edgewater Park 
• Need for a pool 
• Nature trails 
• Ball fields 
• Pedestrian and bikeway links to 

parks 
• Lack of adequate playgrounds 

• Maintain existing 
facilities 

• Provide better public 
access to water 

• Design and construct a bikeway 
linking communities within the 
Edgewater and Mayo areas to 
parklands on the peninsula 

• Provide off-road bikeways and 
pedestrian trails to popular 
destinations on the peninsula 

• Identify suitable locations for ball 
fields and other active and passive 
recreation facilities in the area 

• Reinvest and maintain existing tennis 
courts and ball fields for use by the 
public 

• A Master Plan was prepared for 
Central Avenue Park. 

• Renovations were made at 
Edgewater Park, including 
expanded parking. 

• A scheduled public swimming 
program has been established at 
Mayo Beach Park (July – 
August). 

Glen 
Burnie 
Plan 
Effective 
Year: 2004 

• Future needs related to 
recreational facilities, particularly 
indoor facilities 

• Need for a community center to 
provide after-school recreation 
and other activities for area youth 

• Few, if any, opportunities exist for 
public access to creeks for 
purposes of boat launching, 
fishing, picnicking, or enjoying 
scenic views 

• Provide a wide variety of 
recreational activities 
and facilities for local 
residents of all ages 

• Provide more picnic pavilions and 
playground areas 

• Extend existing bike trails 
• Build new indoor sports complex and 

multi-use recreation facility  
• Provide indoor soccer facility 
• Waterfront park to provide access to 

water 

• Playground established adjacent 
to Glen Burnie Park Elementary 
School. 

• North Arundel Aquatic Center is 
under construction, Fall, 2006 
opening. 

Jessup/ 
Maryland 
City 
Plan 
Effective 
Year: 2004 

• Shortage of active recreational 
facilities 

• Shortage of recreational programs 

• Provide high quality 
recreational and 
community facilities for 
residents and employees 
in the Small Area 

• Explore opportunities to expand 
existing local parks by acquiring 
adjoining acreage where feasible 

• Locate new active use parks and 
public open spaces in the area by 
acquiring additional acreage and/or 
incorporating recreational areas into 
new mixed use developments 

• Increase level of maintenance at parks 
• Encourage US Fish and Wildlife 

Service to provide equestrian facilities 
at northern entrance of Patuxent 
Wildlife Refuge 

 
 
 
 

• Funding has been requested for 
active and passive recreational 
development on Board of 
Education property at Jessup 
Elementary School. 
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Lake Shore 
Plan 
Effective 
Year: 2004 

• Need for new public facilities as 
well as improvements and 
enhancements to existing facilities 

• Indoor recreational complex 
• Public access to water 
• Fort Smallwood Park needs to be 

stabilized and properly restored 
• Additional pedestrian and bicycle 

and equestrian facilities 
• Protection and maintenance of 

open space for walking and hiking 

• Provide community 
facilities that are 
currently not available 

• Develop a community center 
• Develop an indoor recreation center 
• Develop public boat ramps 
• Future land preservation efforts should 

focus on protecting currently 
unprotected sections of the proposed 
greenway network 

• Extend off-road trail 
• Add a pedestrian-bicycle route to 

provide direct route between north and 
south Lake Shore 

• Develop an equestrian trail 
• Explore possibility of County-owned 

public swimming area in Lake Shore 
• AA County should acquire Fort 

Smallwood Park 

• A feasibility study for boat ramp 
at Harry and Jeanette Weinberg 
Park underway. 

• Equestrian trail developed at Lake 
Shore Athletic Complex and 
adjoining properties. 

• County will commence operating 
Fort Smallwood Park in 2006 
under a long-term agreement with 
the City of Baltimore. 

Odenton 
Plan 
Effective 
Year: 2003 

• Need for more active and passive 
recreational facilities 

• Provide abundant open 
space and recreational 
land to accommodate 
existing and planned 
population growth and 
preserve environmentally 
sensitive areas 

• Plan and develop areas 
suitable for passive and 
active recreation areas 

• Enhance Greenways 
network by creating 
parks that link to existing 
hubs 

• Strategically locate and coordinate 
public facilities and open space 

• Identify and evaluate possible sites for 
a West County Regional Park 

• Support the development of the 
hiker/biker trails in the Odenton Small 
Area while minimizing and mitigating 
any adverse environmental impacts 

• Sites for West County Regional 
Park are under review. 

• Trails plan for Odenton Town 
Center is underway. 

Pasadena/ 
Marley 
Neck 
Plan 
Effective 
Year: 2004 
 
 
 

• Area lacking in public access to 
waterways 

• Area lacking major 
recreational/cultural complex 

• Shortage of fields available for 
sports 

• Method for allocating usage of 
fields is unfair 

• Have improved existing 
public facilities and 
services in the 
Pasadena/Marley Neck 
Small Area 

• Have additional 
recreational and cultural 
opportunities for children 
and seniors 

• Determine: active and 
passive recreational 

• Develop a County recreation center in 
the Mountain Road Corridor 

• Develop a major outside recreational 
complex 

• Provide more public access to 
waterways 

• Incorporate development of hiking, 
biking and equestrian trails with 
Greenways Master Plan 

• Identify areas for and expand active 
recreational opportunities including 

• Athletic fields have been 
developed at Brandon Woods 
Park. 

• Solleys Cove Park and Stoney 
Creek Park provide potential sites 
for water access. 
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Pasadena/ 
Marley 
Neck 
 

needs of 
Pasadena/Marley Neck; 
recreation needs for the 
intermediate future; and 
programmatic 
improvements (that 
should be) scheduled in 
the Capital Improvement 
Program to meet the 
demand 

• Acquire, stabilize, and 
improve Fort Smallwood 
park as the premier 
historic attraction and 
water access point on 
Patapsco River 

ballfields, equestrian trails, tennis 
courts and public water access for boat 
ramps and fishing piers (e.g. Fort 
Smallwood Park and Carbide Road). 
The area north of Wishing Rock Road, 
south and east of MD 100 and west of 
Festival Shopping Center, is a desired 
location for recreational uses, 
particularly ballfields. 

 
 

Severn 
Plan 
Effective 
Year: 2002 

• Need for more athletic facilities 
such as ball fields 

• Need for more passive recreation 
opportunities 

• Develop a regional park 
in West County 

• Increase the amount and 
quality of parkland and 
other publicly accessible 
open space, providing 
not only playgrounds and 
facilities for competitive 
athletics, but also safe 
areas for picnicking, 
hiking, biking, 
swimming, wildlife 
observation, quite 
reflection and separate 
equestrian trails 

• Evaluate each park and fund and 
expand purpose and ability of each 
park 

• Continue to acquire land in order to 
meet demand for recreational areas 

• Addition of a public swimming facility 
• Maintain appearance and condition of 

existing parks 
• Support the efforts of organized 

groups to preserve and advance the 
availability of trails for horses 

• Lighting provided to facilities in 
Severn/Danza Park, major 
renovation activities are scheduled 
for older fields. 

• Public swimming will be provided 
at North Arundel Aquatic Center 
in Glen Burnie scheduled to open 
2006. 

Severna 
Park 
Plan 
Effective 
Year: 2002 
 
 
 
 

• Need for more athletic fields • Provide facilities and 
programs for a broad 
range of volunteer and/or 
government sponsored 
activities, e.g. sports, arts 
and crafts, etc. 

• Provide one or more 
public water access 
recreation parks 

• Develop other extensions to establish a 
coordinated system of Severn Park 
hiking/biking trails integrated into the 
B&A Trail Park system to provide 
community access for recreation and 
pedestrian traffic 

• Encourage designation of unused land 
for use as small neighborhood parks 
and playgrounds 

• Provide recreational and cultural 
programs and activities in existing 

• Kinder Farm Park and the B&A 
Trail, the only staffed parks, 
provide regularly scheduled 
programs. 

• Kinder Farm Park currently has 
funding for athletic field lighting 
and additional phases are 
programmed. 
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Severna 
Park 

facilities 
• Complete the Kinder Park Farm 

Recreation Complex 
• Provide small park areas on the Severn 

and the Magothy Rivers  
South 
County 
Plan 
Effective 
Year: 2001 

• Community/recreation center with 
ball fields 

• Public water access 

• Protect natural resource 
areas 

• Conduct a comprehensive review of 
park and recreation needs 

• Expand Jug Bay Wetlands Sanctuary 
through additional land acquisition 
and expand uses to include camping 
and trails open to bikes and horses 

• Provide a multi-purpose community 
center 

• Use mined out sand and gravel pits on 
Patuxent for natural areas, parks, 
recreation and reforestation 

• Improve water access through boat 
ramps, swimming areas, fishing areas, 
and natural resource/environmental 
protection areas 

• Consider easements for public access 
– hiking or equestrian trails, other 
forms of access – on some farms 

• A comprehensive recreation 
survey was conducted with the 
assistance of local organizations. 

• Jug Bay has been expanded by 
over 300 acres with the 
Riggleman property acquisition.  
Other acquisitions are pending.  A 
Management Plan for Jug Bay has 
been adopted. 

• Ferry Branch Park and the Ford 
Property, both previously mined 
properties, have been acquired, 
totaling nearly 300 acres. 

• Water access is provided at 
Patuxent Wetlands Park. 

 



 

Appendix C  Recreational Facilities Needs Analysis Tables (Supply, Demand, 
Needs) 

All counties are required to complete a needs analysis for recreational facilities based on a common 
methodology prescribed by the state.  The analysis is required to estimate needs for 2005, 2010, 2015, and 
2020 and beyond.  The County is given flexibility to measure its own facility and activity needs, season 
length for an activity, daily carrying capacity or participation rates at a facility and acreage required for 
facilities1.  The analysis is based on results from two statewide recreational use surveys2, county specific 
information or trends, population and demographic projections and other local experience or insights into 
facility use experience.  Mandatory activities common to all counties must be evaluated; baseball/softball 
diamonds, basketball and tennis courts, and multi-purpose fields.  In addition the County evaluated the 
other activities identified in the tables as need or interest has been expressed for such recreational facilities 
or activities.  

Private or quasi-public facilities have been included in the facility supply analysis because they help satisfy 
the demand for recreation facilities.  However, they are excluded from the acreage inventory analysis 
because they are not in public ownership.  Likewise, most state and federal properties are included for 
purposes of calculating facility supply, but are excluded from the acreage analysis.   

The analysis consists of three tables: supply, demand and needs.  The supply report lists 14 recreational 
activities.  Four were required to be analyzed by the State, the other 10 were selected by the County.  The 
result of the analysis is an expression of the surplus or deficit of facilities to support the particular 
recreational activity in 2005 based on current population, and in 2010, 2015, and 2020 based on projected 
population.  The results are shown on the needs table and summarized in Table III-6.  

Notes following the three tables explain how the various demand and supply factors were derived.  The 
electronic version of the supply and demand tables (available from the Department of Recreation and 
Parks) includes additional explanatory comments indicating and explaining where changes were made to 
demand, season length or daily carrying capacity compared to previous plans.  

                                                           
1  The electronic version of the supply and demand tables (available from the Department of Recreation and Parks) includes 

explanatory comments indicating and explaining where changes were made to demand, season length or daily carrying 
capacity. 

2  2003 Participation in Local Park and Recreation Activities in Maryland and State Parks and Natural Resource Areas in 
Maryland: A Survey of Public Opinion.  These scientific surveys accessed a total of 400 households in Anne Arundel, 
Baltimore, Carroll, Harford and Howard counties that were drawn at random to reflect the distribution of households among 
these counties. 



 Site Recrea-
tion  Resource

 Private/ 
quasi-
public 

  Recrea-
tion   Resource Classification Ownership Comment

Baseball & 
Softball 
(fields)

Baseball & 
Softball 
(fields - 
lighted)

Basket-ball 
Indoor 
(courts) 

Basket-ball 
Outdoor 
(courts)

Fields 
Multi-

Purpose 
Athletic 
(fields)

Fields 
Multi-

Purpose 
Athletic 
(fields - 
lighted)

Tennis 
(courts) 

Boat 
Ramps 

Boat 
Launch 

Area

Dog 
Exercising 

(acres) 

Golf 
Courses

Picnic 
Pavilion

Swim Pool 
indoor

Swim Pool 
outdoor

Tot Lots/ 
Playgroun

d

Trails 
Hike & 

Bike 
(miles)

Trails 
Other 
(miles)

Trails 
Total 

(miles)
Ice Rink

Fishing 
Pier 

(length in 
feet)

Andover Equestrian Center 25 Special Use Area AA County
Andover Park 17 Community Park AA County 3 3 1
Arden-on-the-Severn Extension 8 Community Park AA County Leased from Maryland DNR
Arden-on-the-Severn Park 6 Community Park AA County 4 2 4 2 1 0.27 0.27
Arnold Park 19 Community Park AA County 4 2 2 1
Arundel Hills Park 12 Community Park AA County 1 2 1
Arundel Olympic Swim Center 5 Special Use Area AA County Leased from Board of Education 1 1
Arundel Village Park 16 Community Park AA County 2 1
B & A Trail 124 Special Use Area AA County 2 13.30 13.30
Bachman Sports Complex 54 Special Use Area AA County 7 1 1

Bacon Ridge Natural Area 82 Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space AA County 0.28 0.28

Bacontown Park 23 Community Park AA County 1 2 1 1
Bay Head Park (Nike Site) 24 Undeveloped AA County
Bay Meadows Park 1 Community Park AA County 2
Beachwood Park 72 Undeveloped AA County
Bell Branch (Crofton) Athletic Complex 81 Sports Complex AA County 3 5 3 1
Belvedere Park 4 Community Park AA County 6 1 0.17 0.17
Bestgate Park 10 Community Park AA County 1 2 1 2 1 0.07 0.07
Beverly Beach Wharf 1 Special Use Area AA County 2 140
Beverly/Triton Beach Park 342 Undeveloped AA County
Bodkin Park 20 Community Park AA County 4 2 2 1 2 1 0.03 0.03
Brandon Woods Park 25 Community Park AA County Leased from Constellation Energy 3 1

Brewer Pond Natural Area 50 Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space AA County

Broad Creek Park 91 Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space AA County 2.75 2.75

Broadneck Park 68 Community Park AA County 3 2 2 2 1 1 1.02 1.02
Brooklyn Park I 15 Community Park AA County 6 3 2 1 1 1 0.23 0.23
Brooklyn Park II 21 Community Park AA County 2 1 1 1 0.09 0.09
Browns Woods Park 3 Community Park AA County Leased from private owner 1 1 1

BWI Trail 11 Special Use Area AA County
Leased from Maryland Aviation 

Administration and under 
management agreement with 

13.30
13.30

Cabin Branch Park 34 Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space AA County

Cape St. Claire Park 23 Community Park AA County Multi-purpose fields overlay bb 
diamond 6 1 2 2 1

Carr's Wharf 0 Special Use Area AA County 272

Cattail Creek Natural Area 19 Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space AA County

Cedar/Morris Hill Park 7 Neighborhood Park AA County Tennis court unuseable 1 1 1 2 1 1 0.50 0.50
Central Avenue Park 31 Undeveloped AA County
Churchton Park 5 Undeveloped AA County
Compass Pointe Golf Course 736 Special Use Area AA County 2

Cool Pond Park 18 Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space AA County 2

Crofton Natural Area 9 Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space AA County

Crofton Park/Cardinal Field 155 Community Park AA County Leased from Board of Education 5 1 1 1 1 3 2.32 2.32
Crownsville Area Park 11 Undeveloped AA County
Cypress Creek Park 25 Community Park AA County 3 1 3 3 1
Davidson Family Recreation Center 16 Special Use Area AA County 1 1
Davidsonville Park 127 Community Park AA County 2 1 1
Deale Library/Tennis Courts 1 Other Public Land AA County 2 0.02 0.02
Deale-Tracy's Park 22 School Recreation Park AA County 3 2 1
Deale Pier 0.47 Special Use Area AA County 150
Downs Park 245 Large Urban/Regional Park AA County 2 3 2 4 1 7.00 7.00 325
Edgewater Park 18 Community Park AA County 4 2 2
Edward Looper Park 20 Community Park AA County 4 1
Eisenhower Golf Course 211 Special Use Area AA County Leased from City of Annapolis 1 1 5.17 5.17
Eisenhower Golf Course Addition 3 Special Use Area AA County See E. Golf Course Above
Elizabeth Dixon Park 0.02 Neighborhood Park AA County
Elvaton Park 31 Community Park AA County 5 1 1 1
Fort Smallwood Park 100 Large Urban/Regional Park AA County 380
Freetown Park 23 Community Park AA County 2 4 2

Friendship Park 153 Special Use Area AA County Leased from Maryland Aviation 
Administration 1 1

Friendship Pond 7 Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space AA County 0.03 0.03

G.O.R.C.  (Odenton Park) 48 Sports Complex AA County 8 6 4 3 1 1 1.19 1.19
Galesville Park 7 Community Park AA County 4 1 2
Galesville Pier 1 Special Use Area AA County 0.18 0.18 170
General's Highway Corridor Park 129 Community Park AA County 4 1 2 1 1 1 1.00 1 2.00

Glen Burnie Town Center Ice Rink 0.1 Special Use Area AA County Plaza of  Anne Arundel Community 
College 1

Glen Burnie Park 4 Community Park AA County 1 2 1
Glen Burnie Park (ES Park C.A.) 10 Community Park AA County 1 1 1 1
Green Haven Wharf 0.01 Special Use Area AA County 110
Hammonds Park 6 Neighborhood Park AA County 1 2 1 1 0.09 0.09 0.18
Hancock's Resolution 26 Historic/Cultural Area AA County
Harmans Park/Cannon Stadium 23 Community Park AA County 2 1 1 2 1 2 0.05 0.05
Harry & Jeanette Weinberg Park 238 Large Urban/Regional Park AA County Undeveloped
Havenwood Park 6 Community Park AA County 2 0.08 0.08

Herald Harbor Park 4 Neighborhood Park AA County 1 2 1

Highpoint Park 3 Neighborhood Park AA County 2 1
Holland Point Park 2 Undeveloped AA County

 County/Municipal  State/Federal 
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 Site Recrea-
tion  Resource

 Private/ 
quasi-
public 

  Recrea-
tion   Resource Classification Ownership Comment

Baseball & 
Softball 
(fields)

Baseball & 
Softball 
(fields - 
lighted)

Basket-ball 
Indoor 
(courts) 

Basket-ball 
Outdoor 
(courts)

Fields 
Multi-

Purpose 
Athletic 
(fields)

Fields 
Multi-

Purpose 
Athletic 
(fields - 
lighted)

Tennis 
(courts) 

Boat 
Ramps 

Boat 
Launch 

Area

Dog 
Exercising 

(acres) 

Golf 
Courses

Picnic 
Pavilion

Swim Pool 
indoor

Swim Pool 
outdoor

Tot Lots/ 
Playgroun

d

Trails 
Hike & 

Bike 
(miles)

Trails 
Other 
(miles)

Trails 
Total 

(miles)
Ice Rink

Fishing 
Pier 

(length in 
feet)

 County/Municipal  State/Federal 
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Homeport Farm Park 25 Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space AA County

Jack Creek Park 58 Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space AA County

Jacobsville Park 43 Community Park AA County 3 2 2 1 0.07 0.07
Jessup Park 6 Community Park AA County 2 1
Jessup/Dorsey Park 21 Community Park AA County 1 2 2 1 1 0.23 0.23
Jonas Green  Park (DNR) 6 Special Use Area AA County Leased from Maryland DNR 288
Jonas Green Park (SHA) 2 Special Use Area AA County

Jug Bay Wetlands Sanctuary 1364 Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space AA County 4.34 4.34

Kinder Park/Garcelon Ath. Complex 288 Large Urban/Regional Park AA County 3 4 2 5 1 1 0.17 0.17
Kings Branch Park 16 Community Park AA County
Lake Shore Athletic Complex 154 Sports Complex AA County 7 2 2 5 2 1 0.28 0.28
Lake Waterford Park 121 Large Urban/Regional Park AA County 1 2 1 4 3 1 1.00 1.00 70
Linthicum Park 11 Community Park AA County 2 1 2 1 1.00 1.00
Loch Haven Park 31 Community Park AA County 3 1 1 1 2 1

Londontown House and Gardens 23 Historic/Cultural Area AA County Includes trail in  8-acre woodland 
garden 1 0.28 0.28

Mago Vista Park 10 Community Park AA County 1 1 1 2 1 1 0.41 0.41

Magothy Greenway (Looper) 369 Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space AA County

Maryland City Park 153 Community Park AA County 3 1 1 1 2 1 1.09 1.09
Mayo Beach Park 27 Special Use Area AA County 1 1 1
Meade Village 13 Community Park AA County 3 4 0.33 0.33
North Arundel Aquatic Center 26 Special Use Area AA County 1
North Glen Park 41 Community Park AA County 3 2 2 3 0.85 0.85

Odenton Natural Area 122 Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space AA County

Old South Ballfields 7 Community Park AA County 2 1 1 1
Overlook Park 20 Community Park AA County 1 1 1 2 1

Oxbow Natural Area 144 Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space AA County

Parole Green Space 3 Undeveloped AA County
Patuxent Ponds Park 10 Community Park AA County

Patuxent River Greenway - Evans 38 Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space AA County

Patuxent River Greenway - Ford 103 Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space AA County

Patuxent River Greenway - Holt 22 Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space AA County

Patuxent River Greenway - Kelly Ponds 103 Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space AA County

Patuxent River Greenway - Little Patuxent 104 Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space AA County

Patuxent River Greenway - Maybelle Jones Property 9 Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space AA County

Patuxent River Greenway - Meggers Property 25 Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space AA County

Patuxent River Greenway - Partners for Preservation 19 Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space AA County

Patuxent River Greenway - Patuxent River Park (Riden) 16 Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space AA County

Patuxent River Greenway - Ruppert Property 52 Special Use Area AA County 0.14 0.14

Patuxent River Greenway - Smith Property 62 Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space AA County

Patuxent River Greenway - Zarpas Tract I 54 Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space AA County

Patuxent River Greenway - Zarpas Tract II 57 Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space AA County

Peninsula Park 31 Community Park AA County 3 1 2 2 2 1 0.34 0.34
Piney Orchard Ice Rink 9 Special Use Area AA County 0.30
Piney Orchard Park 3 School Recreation Park AA County
Pleasantville Park 13 Community Park AA County 1 2 1 0.28 0.28
Provinces Park 45 Community Park AA County 3 1 3 3 2
Pumphrey Park 7 Neighborhood Park AA County 2 2 1 1 1 0.03 0.03
Queenstown Park 27 Community Park AA County 2 2 1 2 1 0.53 0.53
Quiet Waters Park 341 Large Urban/Regional Park AA County 1 6 4 8.00 8.00
Randazzo Sports Complex 20 Sports Complex AA County 3 3 1 0.20 0.20
Riva Area Park 69 Community Park AA County 3 1 2 3 1 1
Riverside Park 2 Neighborhood Park AA County 1 1 0.02 0.02
Riverwood Park 20 Community Park AA County 2 1 1 3 1 1 0.46 0.46
Rock Creek Park 13 Community Park AA County 4 2 2 1 1 0.06 0.06
Sands Road Park 182 Community Park AA County Formerly Ferry Branch Park
Sawmill Creek Park 37 Community Park AA County 4 2 2 6 1 1 1.00 1.00
Severn-Danza Park 81 Sports Complex AA County 6 2 2 1 2 1 1.04 1.04

Shady Cove Natural Area 26 Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space AA County

Shady Side Park 16 Community Park AA County 3 1 2 2 1 1
Shady Side Wharf 0.1 Special Use Area AA County 61
Shipley's Choice Park 11 School Recreation Park AA County 1 1

Snug Harbor Natural Area 8 Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space AA County

Solley Cove Park 77 Undeveloped AA County
Solley Park 14 Community Park AA County 1 2 2 1 1
South County Recreation Center 3 Special Use Area AA County 1 1

South River Farm 184 Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space AA County 117

South Shore Trail 52 Special Use Area AA County
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Southgate/Old Mill Park 37 Community Park AA County 3 2 2 1 1 3 2 0.33 0.33
Stoney Creek Park 199 Undeveloped AA County
Sullivan Park 4 Undeveloped AA County

Sullivan's Cove Natural Area 14 Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space AA County

Sunset Park 26 Community Park AA County 3 1 1

Thomas Point Park  45 Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space AA County 1 0.04 0.04

Tick Neck Park 24 Community Park AA County 1 3 2 1 0.95 0.95
Towsers Branch Park 8 Neighborhood Park AA County 1 1 1 1 0.03 0.03
Twin Oaks Park 11 Neighborhood Park AA County 1 0.57 0.57
Waterbury Park 20 Community Park AA County 2 2 2 2 0.52 0.52
WB&A Trail 146 Special Use Area AA County 2.20 2.20
Wiley H. Bates Field 15 Community Park AA County 1 1

Wooton's Landing Park  138 Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space AA County

Deale Wharf 0.47 Special Use Area AA County 
Annapolis Elementary School 0.0 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1
Annapolis Middle 30 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 5 2
Annapolis Senior High School 32 School Recreation Park Board of Education 2 1 1 4 10 3.97 3.97
Annapolis Sports Complex 35 Community Park Board of Education 2 1 5 1 yes
Arnold Elementary 15 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 1
Arundel Middle School 37 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 1 2 2
Arundel Senior High School 37 School Recreation Park Board of Education 3 1 3 5 1
Bates Middle 10 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 2
Belvedere Elementary School 9 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 1 1
Benfield Elementary School 11 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 1 1
Bodkin Elementary School 85 School Recreation Park Board of Education 2 1 1 1
Broadneck Elementary School 18 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 2 1
Broadneck Seinor High School 51 School Recreation Park Board of Education 4 2 5 8 1
Brockbridge Elementary School 33 School Recreation Park Board of Education 3 1 1 1
Brooklyn Park Elementary School 7 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1
Brooklyn Park Middle School 27 School Recreation Park Board of Education 3 1 2 1 4
Cape St. Claire Elementary School 18 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 3 2 1
Carrie Weedon Science Center 5 School Recreation Park Board of Education 4 1 2
Central Elementary School 15 School Recreation Park Board of Education 2 1 1 1
Central Middle School 21 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 3 1
Central Special School 21 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1
Chesapeake Bay Middle School (see also Bodkin ES and CB HS) 0 School Recreation Park Board of Education 2 6 2 4
Chesapeake Senior High School (see also Bodkin ES and CB MS) 0 School Recreation Park Board of Education 2 1 4 8
Corkran Middle School 19 School Recreation Park Board of Education 7 1 2 1 2
Crofton Elementary School 10 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 2 1
Crofton Meadows Elementary School 9 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 1 1
Crofton Middle School 17 School Recreation Park Board of Education 2 1 2 3
Crofton Woods Elementary School 9 School Recreation Park Board of Education 2 1 1 1
Davidsonville Elementary School 11 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1
Deale Elementary School 10 School Recreation Park Board of Education 4 1 1
Eastport Elementary 1 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 1 1
Edgewater Elementary 9 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 1
Folger McKinsey Elementary School 9 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 2 2 1
Fort Smallwood Park Elementary School 35 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1
Four Season Elementary School 12 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 1
Freetown Elementary School 9 School Recreation Park Board of Education 2 1 1
George Cromwell Elementary School 10 School Recreation Park Board of Education 2 1 1 1
George Fox Middle School 18 School Recreation Park Board of Education 5 1 1
Georgetown East Elementary 12 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 3 1
Germantown Elementary 22 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 2 1
Glen Burnie Senior High 24 School Recreation Park Board of Education 2 2 1.5 2 5 1
Glendale Elementary 9 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 1
Harman Elementary 11 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 1
High Point Elementary 6 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 1
Hillsmere Elementary 14 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 2 1
Hilltop Elementary 42 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1
J. Albert Adams Academy 8 School Recreation Park Board of Education
Jacobsville Elementary 16 School Recreation Park Board of Education 2 1 1
Jessup Elementary 19 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 1 1
Jones Elementary 5 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 1
Lake Shore Elementary 10 School Recreation Park Board of Education 2 1 2 1
Learning Center School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1
Lindale Middle School 24 School Recreation Park Board of Education 2 1 2 1 4
Linthicum Elementary 5 School Recreation Park Board of Education 2 1 1 1
Lothian Elementary 10 School Recreation Park Board of Education 2 2 1
Magothy River Middle School 29 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 3 2 4
Marley Elementary 13 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1
Marley Glen Special School 6 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1
Marley Middle School 25 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 2
Maryland City Elementary 8 School Recreation Park Board of Education 2 1 1 1
Mayo Elementary 4 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1
Meade Heights Elementary 3 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 1 1
Meade Middle School 33 School Recreation Park Board of Education 2 1 1 4
Meade Senior High 33 School Recreation Park Board of Education 2 1 1 2 4
Millersville Elementary 9 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 1
Mills Parole Elementary (Walter S. Mills Park) 6 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 2 1
North County Senior High 42 School Recreation Park Board of Education 4 1 3 8 1
North Glen Elementary 9 School Recreation Park Board of Education 2 1 1
Northeast Seinor High 21 School Recreation Park Board of Education 2 1 3 1 6
Oak Hill Elementary 10 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 2 1
Oakwood Elementary 8 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 2 1
Odenton Elementary 8 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 1
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Old Mill Middle School North 25 School Recreation Park Board of Education 3 1 1
Old Mill Middle School South 25 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1
Old Mill Senior High 25 School Recreation Park Board of Education 2 1 1 6 1
Overlook Elementary 7 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 1 1
Park Elementary 4 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1
Pasadena Elementary 8 School Recreation Park Board of Education 2 1 1
Piney Orchard Elementary 13 School Recreation Park Board of Education 2 1 1 1
Point Pleasant Elementary 13 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 1 1
Poplar Ridge Park 59 School Recreation Park Board of Education 3 1 1 1 3 0.28 0.28
Quarterfield Elementary 13 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 1
Richard Henry Lee Elementary 3 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 1
Ridgeway Elementary 9 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 1 1
Rippling Woods Elementary 25 School Recreation Park Board of Education 5 1 1
Riviera Beach Elementary 6 School Recreation Park Board of Education 4 1 1 1
Rolling Knolls Elementary 9 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 2 2 1
Ruth P. Eason Special School 8 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 1
Severn Elementary 8 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 1 1
Severn River Middle School 29 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1
Severna Park Elementary 5 School Recreation Park Board of Education 2 1 1
Severna Park Middle School 23 School Recreation Park Board of Education 6 1 1 2
Severna Park Senior High 25 School Recreation Park Board of Education 2 1 3 4 8 1
Shady Side Elementary 10 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 1
Shipley's Choice Elementary 12 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 2 1 1
Solley Elementary 6 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 1
South River Senior High 48 School Recreation Park Board of Education 2 1 1 3
South Shore Elementary 9 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 1
Southern Middle School 19 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1
Southern Senior High 36 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 6
Southgate Elementary 10 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 1
Sunset Elementary 11 School Recreation Park Board of Education 2 1 1 1
Tracey's Elementary 9 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 1
Tyler Heights Elementary 13 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 1
VanBokkelen Elementary 24 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1
Waugh Chapel Elementary 12 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 1 1
West Annapolis Elementary 1 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 1 2 1
Windsor Farm Elementary 12 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 1 1
Woodside Elementary 8 School Recreation Park Board of Education 1 1 1
Actons Landing 1 Minipark City of Annapolis
Amos Garrett Park 0.3 Minipark City of Annapolis
Annapolis Maritime Museum/Herby Sadler 2 Special Use Area City of Annapolis
Annapolis Recreation Center 2 Special Use Area City of Annapolis 1
Annapolis Walk Community Park 3 Neighborhood Park City of Annapolis 2 1
Back Creek Nature Park 12 Community Park City of Annapolis 1.00 yes
Bates Athletic Complex (including Weems-Whalen Memorial 15 Community Park City of Annapolis 1 4 1 yes
Burnside Park 0.1 Minipark City of Annapolis
Chambers Park 1 Neighborhood Park City of Annapolis 2
City of Annapolis Trail System Special Use Area City of Annapolis See comment for notes 14 14.00
College Creek Park 0.2 Minipark City of Annapolis
Davis Park 0.1 Minipark City of Annapolis
Eastport Post Office Park 0.1 Minipark City of Annapolis
Fifth Street & Spa Creek 0.1 Minipark City of Annapolis
First & Spa Creek 0.1 Minipark City of Annapolis
Fleet Street Park 0.1 Minipark City of Annapolis
Horn Point 0.1 Minipark City of Annapolis
Kingsport Recreation Area 2 Neighborhood Park City of Annapolis
Lafayette Ave & Spa Creek 0.2 Minipark City of Annapolis
Leon Wolfe 0.1 Minipark City of Annapolis
Monticello Ave 0.2 Minipark City of Annapolis
Navy-Marine Corp Memorial Stadium Trail 7 Special Use Area City of Annapolis Leased
Newman Street Playground 1 Minipark City of Annapolis 1 1
Northern District Police 0.1 Minipark City of Annapolis 1
Poplar Trail 1 Special Use Area City of Annapolis yes
Primrose Acres 0.2 Minipark City of Annapolis 1
Rev. Joseph J. Turner Park 1 Neighborhood Park City of Annapolis 1 1
Severn Ave & Spa Creek 0.1 Minipark City of Annapolis
Spa Creek Conservancy 5 Conservation City of Annapolis yes
Spa Creek Trail 4 Special Use Area City of Annapolis
Stanton Center 1 Special Use Area City of Annapolis
Susan C. Campbell Park (City Dock) 1 Minipark City of Annapolis
Truxtun Park 70 Community Park City of Annapolis 3 12 2 3 1 2 yes
Tucker Street 0.2 Minipark City of Annapolis 1
Vytar Property 11 Conservation City of Annapolis
Waterworks Park and adjacent lands 45 455 Community Park City of Annapolis 1.00 yes
West Gate Circle 0.1 Special Use Area City of Annapolis
Anne Arundel County Fair Site 74 Special Use Area Maryland DNR
City Dock Marine Facility 0.1 Special Use Area Maryland DNR

Franklin Point 476 Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space Maryland DNR

House Creek NRMA 248 Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space Maryland DNR

Longhill Fire Tower 5 Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space Maryland DNR

North Beach 1 State Park Maryland DNR
Paca Garden 1 Special Use Area Maryland DNR
Patapsco Valley State Park 992 State Park Maryland DNR

Patuxent River NRMA (Globe Com) 207 State Wildlife Management 
Area Maryland DNR Lands adjacent to US Air Force 

Globe Com

Patuxent River NRMA (House Creek) 286 State Natural Resource 
Management Area Maryland DNR 1 1.00
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Patuxent Oxbow HCF 50 State Natural Heritage Area Maryland DNR
Prince George Street Office Annapolis 1 Special Use Area Maryland DNR
Sandy Point State Park 786 State Park Maryland DNR 5 1 23 12 7 2 2.00
Severn Run Natural Environment Area 1759 State Natural Enviroment Area Maryland DNR 6 6.00
The Helen Avalynne Tawes Garden 6 Special Use Area Maryland DNR

Crownsville State Hospital Residual 559 Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space

Maryland 
Enviromnmental 
Trust

Annapolis Roads Golf Course Special Use Area Private 1
Bay Hills Golf Course Special Use Area Private 1
BWI Golf Center Special Use Area Private 1
Chartwell Country Club Special Use Area Private 1
Crofton Country Club Special Use Area Private 1
Fort Meade Golf Course Special Use Area Private 2
Gibson Island Golf Course Special Use Area Private 1
Heritage Harbor Golf Course Special Use Area Private 1
Night Hawk Golf Course Special Use Area Private 1
Old South Country Club Special Use Area Private 1
Renditions Golf Course Special Use Area Private 1
Severna Park Golf Center Special Use Area Private 1
Sherwood Forest Golf Course Special Use Area Private 1
South River Golf Links Special Use Area Private 1
USNA Golf Club Special Use Area Private 1
Walden Golf Course Special Use Area Private 1

Patuxent River Greenway - Patuxent Wetlands Park Natural Resource Area/Open 
Space SHA 36

Smithsonian Environmental Research Center 2600 National Wildlife Refuge Smithsonian 
Institution

Fredrick Douglass House 0.2 Historic/Cultural Area Town of Highland 
Beach

U.S. Air Force Globe Com Wildlife Sanctuary 836 State Wildlife Management U.S. Air Force

Patuxent Research Refuge 8846 National Wildlife Refuge U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Services

Acres are Anne Arundel County 
portion only

U.S. Naval Academy Farm 857 Special Use Area U.S. Navy
Totals 7985 3976 0 862 17728 343 44 112 118 205 26 221 26 0 8 20 57 2 1 166 80 24 105 1 2119

4 2 2 1 0.27 0.27
Additional facilities (*Facilities inadvertently ascribed to Patuxent Ponds Park in the 2006 LPPRP.  Error discovered in 2008.  Added here and in totals to maintain control totals that feed into the 
supply/demand analysis.) 



1 2 3 4 5 6

Activity Facility type Number of 
Facilities 2005  

Season 
Length 

Daily 
Carrying 

Capacity per 
Facility 

Annual 
Carrying 
Capacity

Total Supply of 
all Facilities 

Baseball/ Softball Diamonds 387 140 46 6,468              2,503,116          
Basketball (indoor) Courts (indoor league) 112 126 58 7,308              818,496             

Basketball (outdoor) Courts (outdoor recreation) 118 252 62 15,624            1,835,820          

Field Sports (football, soccer, lacrosse, field 
hockey) Multi-Purpose fields 231 250 40 10,000            2,310,000          
Tennis Courts 221 220 24 5,280              1,166,880          

Boating
Ramps, Launch Areas, Put-

Ins 26 195 48 9,360              243,360             
Dog Exercising Acres 8 335 300 100,500          834,150             
Golf Courses Courses 20 220 360 79,200            1,584,000          
Picnicking Pavilions 57 180 50 9,000              513,000             
Swimming  (indoor) Pools 2 345 1226 422,970          845,940             
Tot-Lots/Playgrounds Playgrounds 166 270 100 27,000            4,482,000          
Trails: hike, bike, nature Trail miles 105 270 128 34,560            3,612,902          

Number of facilities derived from Recreation and Parks Inventory (Appendix A)

Season length and daily carrying capacity from 1998 AAC LPRP except where noted in notes to electronic version of spreadsheet.

Notes:  

Appendix C. Supply Report Anne Arundel County

Total supply of all facilities (Column 6) is derived by multiplying Columns 2 and 5.

Annual Carrying Capacity is derived by multiplying Columns 3 and 4 and represents the total number of occasions/users per year that a facility is used by 
participants.



1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Activity 2005 
Population

Individual 
Participation 

Rate (%) 

Frequency of 
Participation 

Rate 
2005 Demand 2010 

Population 2010 Demand 2015 
Population

2015 Demand 2020 
Population 2020 Demand

Baseball/ Softball 512,000 0.405 12 2,488,320             526,800 2,560,248       540,100 2,624,886       551,000 2,677,860           
Basketball (indoor) 512,000 0.113 19.6 1,133,978             526,800 1,166,757       540,100 1,196,213       551,000 1,220,355           
Basketball (outdoor) 512,000 0.113 19.6 1,133,978             526,800 1,166,757       540,100 1,196,213       551,000 1,220,355           
Field Sports (football, soccer, 
lacrosse, field hockey) 512,000 .018 to .13 13.96 to 27.85 2,838,697             526,800 2,920,753       540,100 2,994,493       551,000 3,054,926           
Tennis 512,000 0.103 13.11 691,369                526,800 711,354          540,100 729,313          551,000 744,032              
Boating 512,000 .037 to .145 6.4 to 10.0 1,115,679             526,800 1,147,929       540,100 1,176,910       551,000 1,200,662           
Dog Exercising 512,000 0.13 18.8 1,251,328             526,800 1,287,499       540,100 1,320,004       551,000 1,346,644           
Golf Courses 512,000 0.172 12.25 1,078,784             526,800 1,109,968       540,100 1,137,991       551,000 1,160,957           
Picnicking 512,000 0.366 3.72 697,098                526,800 717,249          540,100 735,357          551,000 750,198              
Swimming  (indoor) 512,000 0.496 11.57 2,938,225             526,800 3,023,158       540,100 3,099,483       551,000 3,162,035           
Tot-Lots/Playgrounds 512,000 0.524 9.06 2,430,689             526,800 2,500,951       540,100 2,564,092       551,000 2,615,839           
Trails: hike, bike, nature 512,000 .092 to .448 6.62 to 32.33 10,636,140           526,800 10,943,590     540,100 11,219,881     551,000 11,446,314         

Notes:

Season length and daily carrying capacity from 1998 AAC LPRP except where noted in notes to electronic version of spreadsheet.

Demand for  2005 (Column 4) is derived by multiplying Columns 1, 2 and 3.  Demand for 2010, 2015 and 2020 is derived by multiplying respectively Columns 5, 7 and 9 by Columns 2 and 3.

Participation rates from Participation in Local Park and Recreation Activities in Maryland (Norris and Hanson, 2003),  except where noted in notes to electronic version of spreadsheet.

Appendix C. Demand Report Anne Arundel County



1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

Activity Facility type 2005 
Supply

Annual 
Carrying 
Capacity

2005 
Demand

2005 
Unmet 
Need 
(1)

2010 Demand 2010 Unmet 
Demand (2)

2010 
Unmet 
Need 
(3)

2015 Demand
2015 

Unmet 
Demand (4)

2015 
Unmet 
Need 
(5)

2020 Demand 2020 Unmet 
Demand (4)

2020 
Unmet 
Need 
(5)

Baseball/ Softball Diamonds    2,503,116           6,468 2,488,320   2 2,560,248                  (57,132)            -9 2,624,886              (121,770)       (19)       2,677,860             (174,744)       (27)       

Basketball (indoor)
Courts (indoor 
league)       818,496           7,308 1,133,978   (43)         1,166,757                  (348,261)          (48)       1,196,213              (377,717)       (52)       1,220,355             (401,859)       (55)       

Basketball (outdoor)
Courts (outdoor 
recreation)    1,835,820         15,624 1,133,978   45          1,166,757                  669,063           43        1,196,213              639,607        41        1,220,355             615,465         39        

Field Sports (football, 
soccer, lacrosse, field 
hockey)

Multi-Purpose 
fields    2,310,000         10,000 2,838,697   (53)         2,920,753                  (610,753)          (61)       2,994,493              (684,493)       (68)       3,054,926             (744,926)       (74)       

Tennis Courts    1,166,880           5,280 691,369      90          711,354                     455,526           86        729,313                 437,567        83        744,032                422,848         80        

Boating
Ramps, Launch 
Areas, Put-Ins       243,360           9,360 1,115,679   (93)         1,147,929                  (904,569)          (97)       1,176,910              (933,550)       (100)     1,200,662             (957,302)       (102)     

Dog Exercising Acres       834,150       100,500 1,251,328   (4)           1,287,499                  (453,349)          (5)         1,320,004              (485,854)       (5)         1,346,644             (512,494)       (5)         
Golf Courses Courses    1,584,000         79,200 1,078,784   6            1,109,968                  474,032           6          1,137,991              446,009        6          1,160,957             423,043         5          
Picnicking Pavilions       513,000           9,000 697,098      (20)         717,249                     (204,249)          (23)       735,357                 (222,357)       (25)       750,198                (237,198)       (26)       
Swimming  (indoor) Pools       845,940       422,970 2,938,225   (5)           3,023,158                  (2,177,218)       (5)         3,099,483              (2,253,543)    (5)         3,162,035             (2,316,095)    (5)         
Tot-Lots/Playgrounds Playgrounds    4,482,000         27,000 2,430,689   76          2,500,951                  1,981,049        73        2,564,092              1,917,908     71        2,615,839             1,866,161      69        
Trails: hike, bike, nature Trail miles    3,612,902         34,560 10,636,140 (203)       10,943,590                (7,330,688)       (212)     11,219,881            (7,606,978)    (220)     11,446,314           (7,833,412)    (227)     

Notes

(2)     2010 Unmet Demand derived by subtracting Column 5 from Column 1.
(3)     2010 Unmet Need derived from subtracting Column 5 from Column 1 and dividing by Column 2.
(4)     2015 and 2020 Unmet Demand derived from subtracting respectively Column 8 and Column 11 from Column 1.
(5)     2015 and 2020 Unmet Need derived from subtracting respectively Column 8 and Column 11 from Column 1 and dividing by Column 2.

(1)     2005 Unmet Need derived by subtracting Column 3 from Column 1 and dividing by Column 2.  Parenthesis indicates a facility/activity deficit.  A number without 
parenthesis indicates a facility surplus (e.g., 2005 unmet need indicates a 10 picnic pavilion deficit and 57 trail surplus.

Appendix C. Needs Report Anne Arundel County




