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COACHES ASSOCIATIONS 
 
Coaches Associations work as an extension of the Department of Recreation and Parks to improve the 
quality of youth sports.  Coaches Associations function as advisory boards and work with departmental 
staff in overseeing a particular sport.  This oversight may include, but are not limited to:  

 

• Recommending League Rules 
• Setting Up Age Divisions and Levels of Play 
• Monitoring Games 
• Coordinating Events   

 
When requested by the departmental staff, the Coaches’ Association may assist with fact-finding 
regarding an unsportsmanlike incident or other disciplinary matters. 
 
A Coaches’ Association can be established for each County-sponsored youth sport.  The formation of a 
Coaches Association requires the majority vote of the commissioners and/or coaches at the 
organizational meeting for the respective sport.  All Coaches Associations must adhere to the set of 
bylaws and guidelines prepared by the Department.   
 
Any organized event conducted by a Coaches’ Association is subject to the approval of the 
Department.  These events include tournaments, clinics, out of season leagues, all-star games, 
competitions, etc. 
 

 
MID-ATLANTIC RECREATION & PARKS SPORTS ALLIANCE 

 
The Department of Recreation and Parks is a member of the Mid-Atlantic Recreation & Parks Sports 
Alliance. The Alliance is comprised of more than thirty Recreation & Parks departments and sports 
organizations.  The mission of the Mid-Atlantic Recreation & Parks Sports Alliance’s is to develop and 
communicate a consistent message that organizations and their players, coaches and spectators will 
be held accountable to a code of conduct that promotes sportsmanship and keeps recreational 
competitive and non-competitive sporting activities in proper perspective. 
 
SPORTSMANSHIP AWARDS 
 
The Mid-Atlantic Recreation & Parks Sports Alliance, in keeping its mission to promote good 
sportsmanship, presents Sportsmanship Awards to individuals who exemplify and perpetuate good 
sportsmanship in recreational level athletics.    In Anne Arundel County, each Recreation Association 
selects one coach and one player each year to receive a sportsmanship award from the County.  The 
twenty-four recipients are honored at the annual Recreation Association’s President’s Meeting in 
December.   
 
The County’s Recreation Advisory Board selects one coach and one player out of the twenty-four 
honorees to be the County’s recipient of the Mid-Atlantic Recreation & Parks Sports Alliance’s annual 
sportsmanship awards.  Maryland’s Speaker of the House of Delegates presents these awards at the 
Maryland State House in January.  Nomination forms can be downloaded off the Department’s website 
– www.aacounty.org/recparks.  Nominations must be submitted to the Recreation and Parks 
Department by October 1st of each year.  Instructions for submitting nominations are included on the 
nomination form. 




