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Anne Arundel County & City of Annapolis CERT Sounder
30 January 2012


NEWS

CERT & VENTURE SCOUTS
Karen Johnson (CERT Program Manager) and Ed Vazquez (CERT Coordinator) briefed Venture Crew 1775 answering the question what is CERT? Both scouts, their leaders and parents all expressed interest in forming a team consisting of Venture Crew 1775 and other Boy Scout troops in the area. The briefing was held the 24th of January at the Scout Hall in Gambrills.

CITIZEN CORP AND QUARTERS
The Citizen Corp Council quarter auction was held Saturday January 28th at the Jessup Community Hall. The fundraiser was attended by approximately 70 eager quarter auctioneers. Citizen Corp members present included Karen Johnson, Ed Vazquez, Joyce Hermann, Robert Padgett and Rusty Bristow A special thank you to Rusty Bristow for organizing the function and to the people who generously donated gift cards that were auctioned. The net proceeds will be presented at the Citizen Corps meeting on February 14th. The funds will be used for ongoing CERT training and other Citizen Corps programs to continue the mission of the Council, preparing the citizens of the county for emergency/disaster situations.

NAVAL ACADEMY EXERCISE
The United States Naval Academy is in need of volunteers for an upcoming exercise. This is a great opportunity to witness emergency management in action and only select volunteers will be allowed to participate. For further information contact the CERT Program Manager at FDJOHN99@aacounty.org

DISASTER ACTION TEAM
The American Red Cross Disaster Action Team needs volunteers to be dispatchers for county disaster responses; primarily house fires. Training will be provided on the dispatch system. Equipment needed to perform this function will also be provided. Interested personnel should contact the CERT Program Manager at fdjohn99@aacounty.org



Events

MORE ANIMALS IN DISASTER
Another training opportunity relating to animals in disaster is available through Noah’s Wish in Laurel. The training is scheduled for April 28th and 29th, for further information contact www.noahswish.info or Christina Kallay at ckallay@verizon.net. 

SEARCH & RESCUE TRAINING
The Delmarva SAR Group will conduct a basic SAR class in Feb/March 2012. It will be classroom and hands on and will prepare participants for the NASAR SARTECH 2 May certification exam. Participants do not need any previous SAR training to take this class. Interested personnel should contact the CERT Program Manager at fdjohn99@aacounty.org

TEAM LEADERS
Team Leader training is scheduled for February 25th from 9:00am to 11:00am. Training will be held at the Office of Emergency Management 7480 Baltimore Annapolis Boulevard, Suite 102, in Glen Burnie. Team Leaders be prepared to discuss the Team Leaders Guide. 

CITIZENS CORP
Monthly Meeting 
Tuesday February, 14, 2012
6:30pm to 8:00pm
Anne Arundel County Fire Headquarters
8501 Veterans Highway
Millersville, MD 21108

BASIC CERT CLASS
Saturday & Sunday 3 – 4 March, 2012
8:00am to 5:00pm
Anne Arundel County Fire Academy
415 Maxwell Frye Road 
Millersville, MD 21108







PREPAREDNESS

PURIFYING WATER
In the event that the domestic water supply becomes contaminated and alternate water sources must used the following procedures are recommended for purifying water for drinking.
Heat method
· Heat water to a rolling boil for 1 minute. 
Water purification tablets
· Use iodine or chlorine tablets to kill waterborne pathogens. When using these tablets, follow the product directions provided. 
Bleach	
· Use unperfumed liquid bleach. Add 8 drops of bleach for each gallon of water. Mix well and let the bleach/water solution stand for 30 minutes. 
· If the solution doesn't smell or taste of bleach, add another 8 drops of bleach and let the solution stand for 15 minutes before using. 
· If the water is cloudy, double the recommended dosage of bleach.

RESPONSE 

TORNADOS & MARYLAND

LaPlata tornado passing over Chesapeake Bay

Maryland is not immune to the threat of tornados as CERT members in Maryland we must be prepared to respond following a tornado event. Several tornados have wreaked havoc in Maryland. Maryland's worst tornado struck a schoolhouse in La Plata, in Charles County, on Nov. 9, 1926. It killed 14 children, then moved into Prince George's County and killed three more people. That storm is estimated to have been an F4 storm, packing winds between 206 and 260 mph and capable of leveling houses and hurling cars through the air.

The only other F4 storm ever recorded in Maryland was a tornado that struck near Frostburg, in Allegany County, on June 2, 1998. More than 100 homes and businesses were damaged or destroyed. Damages were estimated at $5 million. There were no deaths and only five injuries. Since 1756 tornadoes from Allegany County east to the Chesapeake Bay - have killed at least 55 people and injured 268 more. Property damages have been estimated - without adjusting for inflation - at more than $48 million.

For further information regarding Maryland and tornados please see the following:
http://www.astro.umd.edu/~white/images/tornado/
http://www.astro.umd.edu/~white/images/tornado/BaltSun_story_2001Sep27.html
http://www.astro.umd.edu/~white/images/tornado/WashPost_photos_2001Sep25.html
http://www.erh.noaa.gov/lwx/Historic_Events/MDcnty-tornado-events.htm
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