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Anne Arundel County’s public wastewater system consists of ten (10) service areas.  The Water Reclamation 
Facility that ultimately treats wastewater collected in the area determines each service area designation.  
The wastewater is treated at County-owned and operated Water Reclamation Facilities in all but three (3) of 
the service areas.  Non county-owned facilities treat wastewater from the remaining three (3) service areas. 
 
Anne Arundel County wastewater customers produce in excess of eleven  (11) billion gallons of wastewater 
annually.  The wastewater is collected and transported through an extensive network of gravity infrastruc-
ture consisting of pipe that is as small as 4 inches and as large as 54 inches in diameter.  In addition, there 
are 247 pumping stations that also are used to collect and transport the wastewater flow ultimately to a wa-
ter reclamation facility.  Currently, the County system has approximately 1410 miles of pipe used to trans-
port the wastewater.  Of this total approximately 1,175 miles are gravity sewer and 235 miles of pumping 
station force mains and low-pressure systems. 
 
The Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) approved the Wastewater Capacity, Management, 
Operations and Maintenance Program (C.M.O.M.) submittals to the County in June 2005.  Included in this 
program is the requirement of a report and submittal to MDE and made available to all County Citizens. 
 
The Anne Arundel County C.M.O.M. program was the first in the state to be approved by the MDE.  The 
Department of Public Works’ first calendar year working under the guidelines of the program was 2006. 
 
In reviewing the goals, goals met, and other data within the audit report a number of important items are 
noted below: 
 

30 wastewater overflows were the second lowest in recent history although the goal of 27 was ex-
ceeded.  6 of the occurrences were either septic tank or grinder pump installations that served only 
one customer and were classified as minor. 
 
156,558 gallons of overflow material was the second lowest recorded in the past 6 years. 
 
62 basement backups were 31% under the goal of 90 and the second lowest recorded historically.   
 
Pipe structural failure Sanitary Sewer Overflows (SSO’s) per 100 miles per year was calculated at 
0.68 per 100 miles of sewer pipe, which was the lowest ever recorded. 
 
Service connection blockages that resulted in an SSO per 100,000 customers dropped from 9.89 in 
2006 to 5.35, a 45.9% improvement.  
 
Mainline blockages SSO’s per 100 miles of sewer exceeded the goal of 0.43, with a 0.77 recorded. 
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