


Protect Your Family and Pets Animal Bites

IMMUNIZE PETS
Be sure your dogs, cats and ferrets are vaccinated
against rabies and keep your pet’s vaccinations up to
date at all times. Maryland law as well as Anne Arundel
County law requires that all cats, dogs and ferrets be
vaccinated against rabies. For animals under 12
months of age, the vaccination is good for one year.
Over 12 months of age and dependent on the vaccine,
the vaccination is good for three years, as long as the
first shot was given a year before.

If your pet has been bitten by a wild or stray animal,
contact your veterinarian as well as Animal Control.
Use gloves while handling your pet for two hours
after the s’ild or tray animal contact. Your pet may
need a rabie boost r shot

Ifyou oryour faml y are bl en by a wild or stray animal
or a pet, horoughly wash the wound with warm soapy
water, then dry te wound and apply antiseptic.
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RABIES

The number of rabies eases has been on the rise in
Mine Arundel County for the last several years and
has caused great concern among Animal Control and
the Department of Health, It is essential that the public
understand the seriousness of this problem and be
informed as to how to protect their families and pets
from this deadly disease.

Rabies is caused by a virus that attacks the nervous
system of mammals, Pets, livestock, wildlife and
humans may contract the disease. The rabies virus
lives in the saliva of the rabid animal. Once an animal
is infected, the rabies virus travels from the bite site
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